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Hetatt*tyar extends truce, but siege to stay 

F JALA1-A BA P' (AP) — Renegade Prime Minister Gulhuddin Hck- 
a >. BWft‘ ar B B r f et * Tuesday 10 extend a ceasefire in ihc civil war But he 
V #» *°. T'"* 3 ” a yockade that has prevented food irom 

jtadwrtj ^ Kabnl. the capital. Food stocks arc desperately low tn Kabul 
agencies i say resupplies are needed urgently to feed more Hun 
P cop l : ^ rom thc,r homes hv heavy righting between the 

^f»alAcli«»- Mr. Hclcmaryar said he would allow rhe Uniicd Nations 
’ and the International Committee of the Red Cross j u brine f otid 
1 li it fr<m "B&puuty PakiiUm up to the outskirts of Kabul 

LHUkj fc *“ com . r ? ,s a,on B w,th his ally, warlord Rashid Dostum Mr' 
. Hdunatyar aid Kabul residents would be allowed to come into' his 
rirw WW*"* 1 P** U P *“«*• Bu * he said he would not allow food shipments 

1 . 10 go MO the capital, which is controlled bv hts arch rival President 
Lggrbanuddm Rabbani. Mr. Hchmatyar anil General Dostum laun- 
ebed a. icroaous assault against the president’s forces Jan. ! but have 
"■s. : been unable to make inroads into the capital. 
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ItzabeiK lAlt.' 

Prince *' #t8S leaves for 

w n. a ■ :,4 ;,iMAN- (Petra) — Yemeni 
»he leari° Wr J*hiw Minister Haider Abu 
3 «nci| ^ er Jrjpker A1 Anas left Amman 
:n atteiuj J® 1 f#* home Wednesday morning 
mass. a SeveraLday visit dur- 

mgh rea l“ which he anended the sign- 
V win jagof the Yemeni reconriUa- 

t a re J/ accord in Amman Sunday, 
i High?^^ Attas was seen off at the 
inson in ,°^1* r P orl by Prime Minister 
:r Bmick ^ Abdul Salam A1 Majali and 
ofRcial& - 

L Monda ^ ( Egypt, Jordan hold 
0 ^.economic talks 

^ 8 - She hjj ;./Ji 4MAN (Petra) — Egyptian 
* n &uilla iifinister of Industry and Trade 
! So [oB»k'Mahmoud Mohammad 
, a ’J ds - Jama^.^tohmoud arrived here Tues- 
an( * Berime day on a four-day official visit 
to Jordan during which he will 
“ 'Oyslty chair the Egyptian side to the 
d$ in Joint Jordanian Egyptian Eco- 
* « wmic Committee which meets 

^*PS jj(»fe today. In an arrival state- 
;r ■gBait, Mr. Mahmoud said he 

^ -wwW hold economic and com- 

Br *Uin'i y jneirial talks with senior Jorda- 
y ound up j j-bbdi officials and would also 
his iia. rstgp with his Jordanian coun- 
Duchess oj : tnpaft Rima Khalaf a com- 
guson. eiijo,,- ifeerdal protocol defining list of 
- spills of .commodities to be exchanged 
tx-borfif % to* countries. 

^ct- Pnnetj^ ’• • '• 

leaders freed 

mday. leavr^p- .from jail 

eSr^;ALGIERS (AF p ) _ Two 
o 0 ^ ere( j “ Headers of the banned Islamic 

'Pon U ni« s : 7^™ li ? n Fronl < FIS > " e J5 
d slopes and . ^ from P nson * lhe APS 
edeinf^.r" . agency re P° ned Tues - 
■ere pK .*?' at “S !he P? bl,c P ro5ecu - 
_ dIt t»r n^ Blida. The two were 
identified as Ali Djeddi, in 
datge of the fundamentalist 
nxNement's political relations. 
r !lt Abdul Kader Boukham- 

0 improve h^ member of the FIS's 

to regain supreme council. 

■ s .'^ e a ^ aiE .'% 5 Sq[',were sentenced to four 
wire ntneesr. f n prison each for thre- 
Diana. nrod c gtetang s t a tc security and had 
on the sa*: been detained at the Blida 
arles. will et: military prison since June 
e Austrian^ 1991 . The agency did not say 
larch. "WiSe: why the two were released 
soon ski bfttr: before the end of their terms 

r. ” ski anifc (French fears, page 10) 
old the Swiss £ . 

newspapor ? 1 Iran says helicopter 

Giarles wt |g n( J ec j j n | ra q 

is. ages 11 * •• 

Ing^awo 1 '-'- NICOSIA (R) — Iran said on 
j becaesti' Tnesday an Iranian helicopter 
rous. For * ^ “ iade an emergency land- 
ii walk- kfc in northern Iraq and 

1 holidav *&’■ P lran ^ a^ed Baghdad for 
the first pfonnation on the fate of the 
Hosiers ini no crew members. A Foreign 

Lerland M Mnimy spokesman, quoted 
-■L.rbni “f die Iranian news agency 
fvlwk aid* ^ A * said the helicopter dis- 
n Mnaindi three days ago after 

a - aertf *wpilotreportedtechnicalfai- 
an< ? ■’^r fare. “The spokesman called 
u * ltie . , lfl Ob the Iraqi government to 
,n \ “ u bje Imvish Iran with further de- 
‘ " e . Ms on the issue through di- 
iitne #» t wotnatic channels." IRNA 
skiing. »; J, |nd. 

[her 4 

r - forael population up 
million 

be^^L AVIV (AP) — Israel’s 
ihe ^ ^.'■'ppularion grew to over 5.3 
fc 11 ® ^ jjp^lion in 1993, the central 
; quentlv c f statistics announced 

ince AlW Jiiesday. The population of 

rortier- Jewish settlements in the 

'Occupied West Bank and Gaza 
*rimflry went from 105.000 in 
mplf to 115,000 last year, the 
grSS® V ^cau said in a statement. 
tjQplljnC' 1 Palestinian population in 

. we occupied territories is peg- 
. In tbe f 1 * Sd around 1.9 million. Israel’s 
' Ir.ms 1*^ ^ Ifapulation at the end of 1993 
at 5.325 million, the 
P n \L, a non ^ ^dement said, compared to 

s . j 3 , n no* l5 .' s| 96 million a year earlier. 

11 nted- ^ population growth rate is 

- rd ?h pup* b 1 J 5 per cent, down slighrly 
l0nl me^ hPoi 2.7 oer cent the vear 


- h pufH b ‘ per cent, down slighrly 
l0nl ( / P ,f ^ ^ 01 2.7 per cent rhe year 
f(HiO d ; f ^ fore ' The statement said 60 
ap,J h’- ^ > & “ nl of the growth come 
i? l nO * 0 ^' “° m the birthrate and 40 per 
P 3 ^ ^- C80t ^° m wnnngration. 

e f increases 

f h n afld 5l ' r . Rushdie bounty 

,.P^^ h RAN (AFP) - An Ira- 
milk ^ foundation on Tuesday 

jj' ^Jcreased its S2 million reward 
to j n Salman Rushdie's head, as 
rl^td^ incentive for his bodyguards 
v iih c ..[q p other people close 10 the 
i^^idsh author. "If people link* 
ially * in one way or another to 
his foN Rushdie’s moves kill him. they 
? 3 v wil r j^ gc^an additional reward." 
id bead of the foundation, 

zuki- ,>^ alol,ah Hassan Sanei. told 
- v3t ' £l L c^lv eJlra !? newspapers. He did 
disclose the extra, sum. 

***' iasl « 
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CIA agent accused of spying 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — A high-ranking Central intelligence 
Agency (CIA) agent and his wife were arrested Tuesday and accused 
of spying for Russia and rfic former Soviet Union, the Justice 
Department said. Aldrich Ames and his wife Maria del Rosario Casas 
Ames were arrested and taken for a hearing before a federal 
magistrate. U.S. officials said. Mr. Ames, who had been head of the 
Soviet branch in the agency's counterintelligence group, was accused 
of passing on secrets about ClA operations and agents. Mr. Ames and 
hts wife spied for the Soviet Union since 19&5 and after its collapse 
kept spying for Russia up until his arrest, officials said. The couple had 
been paid SI. 5 million, officials said. Attorney General Janet Reno 
said the case was “extremely serious." Ms. Ames, 52, and his wife. 4! . 
were accused of leaving government secrets in “dead drops" in and 
around Washington to be picked up by KGB agents. Thcv kept cash 
payments in Swiss bank accounts. 
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Russia blocks wider 
ultimatums in Bosnia 


BON7*J (Agencies) — Diplo- 
mats agreed Tuesday to push 
the Bosnian factions towards* 
a peace settlement to divide 
Bosnia into ethnic states, but 
could not agree on extending 
cease-fire ultimatums to other 
parts of the country. 

The senior diplomats from 
the United Slates, Russia and 
Western Europe will work to 
extend the Sarajevo truce 
model to other beleaguered 
Bosnian towns and cities, but 
with a crucial difference — no 
new threats, at least for now. 

Russia said it would not 
tolerate a wider extension of 
the National Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) ultima- 
tum that forced Bosnian Serbs 
to withdraw their artillery from 
around Sarajevo, two Euro- 
pean officials said after the 
meeting. 

After that impasse. Western 
diplomats agreed efforts 
should be focused on getting 
Bosnia's Muslims, Serbs and 
Croats to work out a peaceful 
division of the former Yugos- 
lav republic, said the officials, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

In a joint statement, the 
diplomats said they would seek 
to improve the humanitarian 
situation in Serb-besieged en- 
claves and push Muslims and 
Croats to stop fighting in the 
southemwestenr city of Mostar 
and in central Bosnia. 

They also said they would 
insist that Bosnian Serbs not 
move any of the artillery pulled 
back from Sarajevo to other 


war fronts. 

Among those taking part in 
the meeting were Russian De- 
puty Foreign Minister and en- 
voy for Yugoslavia Vitalychur- 
kin. Assistant U.S. Secretary 
for European Affairs Stephen 
Oxman and rhe U.S. special 
envoy for Yugoslavia. Charles 
Redman. 

"The U.S.. Russia and the 
European Community want to 
work together'* on the Bosnia 
question, Mr. Chrobog said, 
after the meeting which 
analysts said confirmed the re- 
turn of Russia to the diploma- 
tic from line on the issue. 

Moscow has proposed an in- 
ternational conference of the 
leading Western powers and 
Russia on Bosnia, but Mr. 
Chrobog said whether Tues- 
day's meeting would lead to 
such a conference was up to 
ministers. 

Mr. Churkin told reporters: 
"We know now what we are 
doing, we are acting together.*’ 

Bosnian Serbs abandoned 
some artillery around Sarajevo 
when they pulled their heavy 
weapons out, U.N. officials 
said. 

Near Tuzla, north of 
Sarajevo, five Swedish 
peacekeepers were wounded 
when their three armoured 
personnel carriers were attack- 
ed with mortars and small arms 
and one vehicle took a direct 
hit. Swedish TV reported. 

The Swedes, three of them 
seriously wounded, were 
evacuated by helicopter from 
Ribnica to Lhe Norwegian Feld 


hospital in Tuzla. Swedish 
radio said. 

U.N. peacekeepers con- 
tinued efforts Tuesday to con- 
trol the remaining Serb guns, 
and diplomats turned up the 
heat for a political settlement 
in the nearly two-year-old war. 

U.N. tanks and a humanita- 
rian convoy headed for Tuzla 
Tuesday after the United Na- 
tions vowed to reopen the ci- 
ty’s airport to help relieve the 
stricken Muslim population. 

But the prospect of the air- 
port reopening without the 
consent of the Bosnian Serbs 
besieging the town brought an 
immediate warning of a strong 
reaction from the rump Yugos- 
lavia. 

Kofi Annan, the chief of 
U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tions, announced in New York 
Monday that the huge Tuzla 
airport would reopen on 
March 7; following the neutra- 
lising of Bosnian Serb heavy 
weapons around Sarajevo at 
the weekend. 

"The U.N. and NATO have 
decided to strike while the iron 
is hot,” commented a U.K. 
officer here, who declined to 
be identified. 

Tuzla airport has been 
closed by Bosnian Serb gun- 
ners since May 1992, but U.N. 
troops backed by air support 
could be used to reopen it if 
necessary following discussions 
with the parties on the ground, 
U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali has told the Security 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Various phases of the restoration work at the Dome of the Rock (Petra photo) 

Jordan welcomes Saudi campaign 
to raise funds for Jerusalem 


Beidh mounts diplomatic 
drive after clashes at home 


SANAA (Agencies) — South- 
ern officials mounted a di- 
plomatic drive on Tuesday in 
the Gulf, after troop clashes at 
home which claimed at least 
eight lives despite a reconcilia- 
tion accord between Yemen’s 
rival leaders. Vice-President 
Ali Salem A1 Beidh, a south- 
erner, met King Fahd in the 
Saudi capital, while his deputy 
Salem Saleh Mohammad met 
the Kuwaiti emir, Jaber Al 
Ahmad AJ Sabah, and called 
for ties to be restored. 

They were the first such 
high-level visits since the 1991 
Gulf war, when the conserva- 
tive monarchies accused Ye- 
men of siding with Iraq and 
Kuwaji broke off relations. 

Mr. Beidh later travelled to 
Oman while Mr. Saleh 
Mohammad went to the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, where he 
said the tour was aimed at 
drumming up support for Ye- 
men after the reconciliation 
signed on Sunday in Amman 
by Mr. Beidh and President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, a north- 
erner. 

Referring to the clashes 


which have erupted since the 
deal, the envoy called on "al! 
parties concerned to help re- 
medy the situation and allow 
the return of stability." 

But an Arab diplomat here, 
declining to be named warned 
that the Beidh initiative could 
back-fire and “aggravate the 
crisis of confidence between 
the president and his deputy.” 

But other sources said Presi- 
dent Saleh and Vice-President 
Beidh both moved to end the 
fighting. 

“President Saleh and Vice- 
President Beidh gave instruc- 
tions to contain the incident 
and carry out a quick investiga- 
tion of its ramifications,” the 
spokesman told Yemen’s offi- 
cial SABA news agency. 

"The regrettable incident 
has been contained,” he 
added. 

Mr. Beidh is still refusing to 
return to Sanaa from his south- 
ern base of Aden, where he 
has taken refuge since last Au- 
gust, an official in the presi- 
dent's General People's Con- 
gress (GPC) said. 

He said the vice-president 


was demanding the arrest and 
trial of those responsible for 
the series of political assassina- 
tions since the country united 
in May 1990, most of which 
have targetted Mr. Beidh’s Ye- 
men Socialist Party (YSP). 

Since Friday, fighting be- 
tween rival Yemeni troops has 
killed at least eight soldiers and 
created an “explosive" situa- 
tion which could run out of 
control, diplomatic and De- 
fence Ministry sources said. 

Seven died in two separate 
dashes in the south on Mon- 
day, the day after the Amman 
accord calling for major econo- 
mic, political and military re- 
forms. Another soldier was kil- 
led in fighting near Aden air- 
port on Friday. 

A Yemeni official said in 
Amman northern troops on 
Tuesday ambushed and killed 
15 soldiers from the south. 

The ambush was sprung by a 
northern brigade at Al AmaJi- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Tuesday warmly welcomed a 
decision by Saudi Arabia to 
launch a campaign to raise 
funds for the renovation of 
Islamic holy shrines in occu- 
pied Jerusalem as a construc- 
tive move taken during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan to 
help enhance the Arab and 
Islamic rights in the Holy City. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, made the state- 
ment during a .visit to an ex- 
hibition at the King Abdullah 
Mosque featuring progress on 
the restoration of the Al Aqsa 
Mosque, the Dome of die 
Rock and other renovation 
projects undertaken by the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs. 


His Majesty King Hussein 
and the Jordanian government 
and people view Saudi Ara- 
bia’s decision with deep re- 
spect and appreciation, the 
Prince said, noting that Jordan 
had always been keen on main- 
taining close cooperation with 
Arab and Islamic governments 
to safeguard the holy places. 

The Saudi Press Agency re- 
ported Monday that King Fahd 
of Saudi Arabia issued instruc- 
tions to Prince Salman, the 
Emir of Riyadh, to lead a drive 
through afl regions of Saudi 
Arabia for donations that "will 
be channelled to rehabilitate 
and slavage the Islamic shrines 
in Holy Jerusalem." 

The Saudi step will enhance 
pan-Arab solidarity and re- 


flects King Fahd's keenness on 
protecting the Islamic holy 
shrines in Jerusalem, Prince 
Hassan said. 

"We also view this decision 
as falling within the framework 
of a call made earlier this year 
by King Hussein urging the 
Arab and Islamic nations to 
protect their religious rites and 
assume their responsibility to- 
wards protecting the Arab and 
Islamic character of Jeru- 
salem,” he said. 

On Jan. 9, 1994, King Hus- 
sein named a Royal Commis- 
sion for Jerusalem Affairs en- 
trusting its members with the 
responsibility of rallying Arab 
and Islamic support to help 
keep Arab Jerusalem under 
Arab Islamic sovereignty. 


Violence 
flares in 
Gaza City 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Snip (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nians launched four attacks on 
the Israeli army on Tuesday 
wounding at least one Israeli 
soldier, as troops opened fire 
hitting three Palestinians, a 
correspondent reported. 

A grenade lobbed at a milit- 
ary post in the centre of Gaza 
City left one soldier hurt. 
Another grenade was thrown 
at the army base in the nearby 
Jabalia refugee camp without 
causing injuries. 

Two Palestinian photo- 
graphers for AFP and Reuters 
were detained for an hour and 
.had their films confiscated af- 
ter taking photographs. The 
army charged they were in a 
closed military zone. 

Masked Palestinians also 
fired at troops outside the ci- 
ty's central jail and at a milit- 
ary administration car. No in- 
juries were reported. 

Meanwhile, trouble flared at 
the Rafah camp on the border 
with Egypt where troops 
opened fire on stone-throwers 
and wounded one. Another 
was shot at Jabalia and a third 
at Beit Hanoun village in the 
north of the strip. 

Masked men killed a sus- 
pected collaborator overnight 
pumping six bullets into 28- 
year-old Haitham Abdul Latif 
Zakui's head and chest in Gaza 
City. 

Mo one claimed responsibil- 
ity but activists of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) burnt his shop down a 
year ago. 

More than 20 Palestinians 
have been killed by fellow 
Palestinians for allegedly col- 
laborating with Israel during 
February alone and more than 
1,000 during the six years of 
the intifadah. 


Fate of Zarqa municipal polls hangs in air 


By Ayman Al Safari! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Municipal elec- 
tions for Jordan’s second 
largest city could be postponed 
if a draft law on municipalities 
is passed before the deadline 
for announcing the polls falls 
on "around” Feb. 27, obser- 
vers say. 

But Zarqa Deputy Bassam 
Omoush said it would not be 
possible to have the draft leg- 
islation signed into law before 
Feb. 27, adding that indica- 
tions are the elections would 
be held on time. 

Under the current regula- 
tions. people of Zarqa should 
go to the polls to elect a new 
municipal council on May 27 
and the date for the elections 


qa, based in the Abyan region' should be announced by the 
of southern Yemen, the South Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
Yemeni official said. and the Environment "around 

three months,” before the 
(Continued on page 5) term of the incumbent council 


Israel and PLO hammer out 
details of security agreement 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and the Environment "around 
three months,” before the 
term of the incumbent council 
ends. 

But under a new draft law on 
municipalities affairs, which is 
expected to be discussed by the 
Lower House of Parliament 


next week, appointed commit- 
tees would replace municipal 
councils whose terms end with- 
in three months from approv- 
ing the new legislation until 
elections are held for the coun- 
try's 167 municipal councils la- 
ter this year, parliamentary 
sources said. 

Accordingly, observers said, 
the elected Islamist-dominated 
Zarqa Municipal Council could 
be replaced with an appointed 
committee. 

Minister of Municipal 
Affairs and the Environment 
Ahmad Akaileh told the Jor- 
dan Tunes Tuesday that a deci- 
sion on the Zarqa municipal 
elections will be made within 
the legal period. But he would 
not say if the decision would be 
to hold the polls or replace the 
council with an appointed com- 
mittee. 

“We could announce a deci- 
sion to hold the elections or 
not,” he said. 

Mr. Akaileh said the draft 
law would settle the issue, 
adding that the new legislation 
addresses municipal elections 


and that “new developments” 
could be created by it. 

Zarqa deputies have urged 
Mr. Akaileh to hold the muni- 
cipal elections, expressing their 
rejection of having a commit- 
tee run the affairs of the city 
whose population is estimated 
at over half a million. 

"It was appointed commit- 
tees that destroyed the city 
because they were not elected 
and therefore not accountable 
to the electorate,” said Dr. 
Omoush, member of the Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF). 

The deputies demanded in a 
letter they sent to the minister 
that the elections be held on 
schedule in compliance with 
the law. 

Zarqa Deputy Abdul Baqi 
Jammo said he signed the let- 
ter upon reports that an 
appointed committee was to 
replace the council Wednes- 
day. But "after investigating 
the issue, I found out that the 
reports are not true,” Mr. Jam- 
mo, president of the Judiciary 
Committee at the House, told 
the Jordan Times. 

“The country is celebrating 


democracy and democracy 
means elections,” Mr. Jammo 
said. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
controls eight out of the nine 
municipal seats in Zarqa, 
which is considered a stron- 
ghold of Islamists. 

The IAF won the three Mus- 
lim parliamentary seats (out of 
four) allocated for the city in 
the Nov. 8 polls. Mr. Jammo, 
an independent Islamist, won 
the seat allocated for the Cir- 
cassian and Chechen minor- 
ities. 

Mr. Jammo said the Judicial 
Committee had recommended 
that the House amend the draft 
municipalities Law to have 
direct mayoral elections in- 
stead of having them elected 
by the councils. 

He said it also recommended 
that two thirds of Amman 
municipality be elected and a 
third appointed by the govern- 
ment "so that experts can serve 
on the council." The draft law 
stipulates that half of Amman 
council be appointed by the 
government. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israeli 
and Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) negotiators, 
hoping to reach agreement 
within two weeks on im- 
plementing their peace pact, 
debated security issues in talks 
Tuesday in Cairo. 

Hassan Asfour. a member of 
the Palestinian delegation, told 
reporters that discussions focus 
on where Palestinian police 
posts will be located and how 
joint Palestinian-Israeli patrols 
will be carried out in the Gaza 
Strip and on roads linking 
Gaza to Jericho. 

The Palestinians reportedly 
are seeking a force of Ifl.fXX) 
police, while Israel has insisted 
the size be held to 6.000 men. 

Mr. Asfour declined com- 
ment on reports that Israel will 
release some Palestinian pris- 
oners on ’Bid Ai Filr. 

“We are discussing the issue 
on principle." Mr. Asfour said. 
“We hope to reach an agree- 
ment on this subject soon." 

Egypt's Middle East News 


Agency said that in addition to 
seeking freedom for some 
3.400 Palestinian prisoners by 
mid-July, the Palestinians are 
demanding the repatriation of 
68 people deported by Israel 
during the Palestinian uprising 
against occupation. 

The issue of releasing pris- 
oners is critical because PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat has said 
he will not sign a final agree- 
ment with the Jewish state 
until he has a schedule for their 
freedom in hand. 

The talks, which begun 
Monday, arc expected to end 
with a 'news conference 
Wednesday. They will resume 
next week’ in the Egyptian re- 
sort of Taba. MENA said. 

A security committee 
headed by Nahil Shaarh for the 
PLO and Amnon Shuhuk for 
Israel has held lour rounds of 
talks since Monday. Memhers 
are drafting a detailed agree- 
ment on security arrangements 
that would follow an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza 


Strip and Jericho. 

Sources close to the talks 
said the security committee 
was working on a timetable for 
Israeli rroops withdrawing, for 
dismantling Israeli military in- 
stallations and deploying the 
Palestinian police. 

A separate group resumed 
work on details of transferring 
civilian authority from Israel to 
the PLO in Gaza and Jericho. 

The two sides have tried to 
impose a news blackout on the 
Cairo talks but Palestinian 
sources said the negotiations 
were dose to agreement on 
civilian affairs. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said-the Cairo talks 
were making satisfactory prog- 
ress, according to a report by 
Israeli army radio. 

Jameel Tarifi. head of the 
PLO team on civilian affairs, 
said agreement was reached on 
land registration on Monday. 

He said both sides were ex- 

(Continued on page 3) 


30, including Abu Nidal suspects, arrested 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Security author- 
ities have arrested nearly 30 
people, including 15 suspected 
members of the Abu Nidal 
group, after raiding an office 
allegedly used by the group as 
a from for its activities in Jor- 
dan. a security source said 
Tuesday. 

The arrests were the first in 
Jordan following revelations 
that the group was behind the 
Jan. 29 assassination of Jorda- 
nian diplomat Nayeb Imran 
Maaytah in Beirut. 

Mr. Maaytah was shot at 
close range by a gunman as he 
was driving out of his garage to 
work. Two of three suspects 
arrested in the case have con- 
fessed to complicity in the kill- 
ing and identified the third as 
the gunman. 

Lebanese investigators have 


informed the Jordanian gov- 
ernment that the suspects were 
affiliated with the Abu Nidal 
group, which has denied any 
role in the killing. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
without mentioning names, 
said a terrorist group based in 
an Arab capital was involved in 
the assassination. Libya, where 
reports suggest Abu Nidal is 
hiding, denied it had anything 
to do with the killing. 

According to the security 
source, the arrests of suspected 
members of Abu Nidal’s Fateh 
Revolutionary Council (FRC) 
were made Sunday, one day- 
after an office in Abdali was 
raided. 

Documents and leaflets be- 
longing to the group were 
seized in the raid on the office, 
operating under the name 
“Asdoud" the source said. 

The source confirmed that 
“the arrests were made in con- 


nection with the Maaviah 
assassination.” but declined to 
provide details of the affair or 
the nature of the charges the 
suspects may face. 

The source, which has 
proved accurate in the past, 
would not confirm or deny 
reports that the arrested sus- 
pects were planning a series of 
sabotage operations and the 
assassination of a “senior 
Palestinian figure." 

’’Investigations are con- 
tinuing. and any further asser- 
tions will be premature." said 
the source. 

The source, however, 
affirmed that at least 15 of 
those arrested were suspected 
Abu Nidal activists with a re- 
cord of extremist actions in 
Jordan and had served prison 
terms during the 1970s. 

Abu Nidal. whose real name * 
is Sabri A! Banna, broke away 
from the mainstream Fateh 


group of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) in 
1973 and set up his own fac- 
tion. whch he named “Fateh 
Revolutionary Council" in the 
late 1980s. 

The group has been accused 
of dozens of violent attacks in 
the Middle East and in 
Europe, including the simul- 
taneous 1986 attacks on Rome 
and Vienna airports which kil- 
led more than 20 people, as 
well as bombing of synagogues 
and other Israeli targets. 

The group is also accused of 
a series of attacks on Jordanian 
diplomats in Turkey, Italy. In- 
dia and Romania. 

Abu Nidal was based in Iraq 
in the early 19S0s before mov- 
ing to Syria. Lebanon and then 
to Libya. But he is known to 
maintain clandestine presence 
in most Arab countries. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Aircraft deal adds 
financial pressure 
on Saudi Arabia 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia will face no problem 
funding the purchase of nearly 
50 U.S. aircraft but the deal 
will aggravate its financial diffi- 
culties caused by the Gulf war 
and low oil prices, bankers 
said. 

The world's top crude pro- 
ducer and exporter chose U.S. 
jetliners in a deal worth nearly 
$6 billion that involved strong 
competition between Boeing. 
McDonnell Douglas and the 
European Airbus Industries. 

The U.S. Export-Import 
Bank is expected to finance 85 


Saudi Arabia was the fifth 
est creditor to the 


bigge 

Washington-based IMF before 
the Gulf war drained a large 
of its reserves, from $16.7 


>art 

jillii 


zllion in 1989, its reserves with 


_ expe. .. 

per cent of the deal, one of the 
bis 


the IMF fell to $11-6 billion in 1991 
and were expected to have fallen to 
around $6 billion in 1993. 

Saudi Arabia paid nearly $35 
billion to finance a drive by a 
U.S.-led multinational coalition to 
liberate Kuwait from Iraqi occupa- 
tion in early 1991. Its defence 
spending has also sharply risen 
since the war. 


biggest airline transactions in 
the history of the Middle East. 

“The remaining $900 million 
will be obtained through loans 
from local or foreign banks." a 
Saudi banker tola AFP. 

“I do not see any problem 
for Saudi Arabia to finance 
that deal, since funds by the 
U.S. bank will be in long-term, 
soft-term loans. I don’t think 
this is a problem for a country 
earning nearly $4 billion a 
month. But it will put further 
pressure on its finances as it 
will push up debt.” 

Saudi Arabia ordered the' 
planes as part of plans to mod- 
ernise its entire fleet and repre- 
sentatives from Boeing and 
McDonnell Douglas will visit 
Riyadh soon to negotiate de- 
tails .of the deal. 

U.S. officials said lasr week 
the deal would create nearly 
60,000 jobs in the aviation in- 
dustry and another 120,000 in 
related businesses. President 
Bill Clinton said Washington 
had worked hard to win the 
contract over Arbus Indus- 
tries. a joint venture of France, 
Britain and Germany. 

Bankers said Saudi Arabia 
would easily obtain loans given 
its large oil reserves and pro- 
duction of eight million barrels 
per day. They said the Saudi 
economy was still strong de- 
spite budget and balance of 
payment deficits. 

“Saudi Arabia is in a better 
position than many countries 
to get loans, foreign banks are 
aware of the Saudi resources.” 
a Gulf banker said. 

“Another thing is that it is 
the only developing nation that 
has not been classified by in- 
dustrial states as a high risk 
country in lending activity as it 
is a major creditor to the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF).’’ 


Such commitments have 
forced the kingdom to with- 
draw more from its overseas 
assets and borrow for the first 
time. 

According to rhe Bahraini- 
based Arab Financial Corpora- 
tion, Riyadh's debts are esti- 
mated at around $17 billion. 


excluding military debt, mostly 


to the United States. 

Another commitment is the 
financing of multi-billion dollar 
projects to increase its oil out- 
put capacity to 10 million b/d 
oy 1995 and 12 n.iilion b/d by 
the year 2000 to face growth in 
world demand. 

What complicates rhe situa- 
tion is the decline in oil prices, 
which forced the kingdom to 
slash its 1994 budget by 1S.7 
per cent to 160 billion riyals 

($42.66 billion) from 196.9 billion 
riyals ($52 J billion) in 1993. But it 
stffl projects a deficit of around 
$1.2 billion, which is far lower than 
the 1993 deficit of $7.42 billion. 


Oil prices were lower by 
around $2 in 1993 compared 
with 1992 and $20 compared 
with 1981 and they are ex- 
pected to be weaker in 1994, 
according to Henry Azzam,- 
chief economist at the National 
Commercial Bank, the largest 
bank in Saudi Arabia. 

He said the decline would 
push Saudi Arabia's oil re- 
venues down to nearly $36.1 
billion in 1994 from $45.5 bil- 
lion in 1993 and more than 
$100 billion in 1981, when its 
oil output exceeded 12 million 
b/d. 

“Saudi Arabia has the 
potential to finance the aircraft 
deal but it is another financial ■ 
burden," a Saudi banker said. 

“As there are no signs that 
oil prices will improve in the 
near future, you have to im- 
agine the effects of accumulat- 
ing debts on the kingdom.” 


British 


help new 
Palestinian 


police 


AMMAN (R) — Britain, 
which gave the world the “bob- 
bie,” is helping set up a Palesti- 
nian police force for the Gaza 
Strip and Jericljc^ a senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) official said on 
Monday. 

“The British are supporting 
and giving assistance to the 
reorganisation of a future 
Palestinian police force in the 
areas of restructuring, com- 
munications. training and plan- 
ning,” said Mamdouh Noufal, 
member of a PLO police com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Noufal told Reuters a 
high-ranking team from the 


Darawshe’s visit to Damascus 


snagged over* travel document 


British police constabulary left 
>t Bs 


for the occupied West Bank 


and Gaza Strip after discussing 
ials 


police needs with PLO officii 
at their headquarters in Tunis 
in the first week of February. 

Israel agreed to permit 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho under tenns of 
an agreement signed by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and Israel in 


Washington in September. 
Tsr 


The Israeli pullout was to 
have begun in December but 
has been delayed while details 
are ironed out in further talks. 

Britain promised assistance 
in setting up the police force 
during a visit by PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat in October. Ad 
includes reorganising shuttered 

g jlice academies in Gaza and 
ethlehem. 

Some 20 senior Palestinian 
police officers are due to arrive 
in Britain before April to pre- 
pa re for running the 
academies. 

"They promised providing 
sophisticated electronic equip- 
ment on border crossings be- 
tween self-rule areas and Jor- 
dan and Egypt,” Mr. Noufal 
said. 

The PLO is pressing for a 
20,000-member force, includ-- 


ing five brigades with 60 


armoured vehicles, to cover 
needs of the whole five-year 


self-rule period, not only .for 
id Jerii 


•Gaza and Jericho. 

Mr. Noufal said Israel was 


i allowing only up to 6,000 tight- 


ly armed policemen for Gaza 
and the Jericho area. 

The PLO estimates it will 
need $120 million a year in 
running costs alone to keep a 
10,000-strong police force and 
hopes international donors will 
help cover that. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Plans for an Israeli- Arab de- 
legation to visit Syria are being 
held up by Syria's refusal to 
accept their Israeli passports, 
the parliament member lead- 
ing the group said Tuesday. 

Egypt had intervened to get 
Damascus to approve a visit by 
Parliament Member Abdul 
Wahab Darawslfe at the head 
of a 40-member delegation to 
pay condolences to President 
Hafez A Assad after the death 
of his son Basel in January. 

Israeli leaders had acknow- 
ledged the Syrian permission 
for the delegation to come was 
a positive, if limited, step to- 
wards peace. 

But the decision-to reject the 
passports was likely to add to 
criticism of Syria's attitude to- 
wards peace, with Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres on 


Monday objecting to Syrian 
“intransigence" in the negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Darawshe told the 
Associated Press that Syria re- 
fused to allow them to enter 
through the Golan Heights at 
Quneitra or to use their Israeli 
passports as that would consti- 
tue recognition of the Jewish 
state and its control over land 
seized from Syria in 1967. 

Mohammad Darawshe. 
spokesman for the legislator, 
said the Syrians did not want 
the trip seen as “normalisa- 
tion.” 

Israel and Syria are formally 
at war but have been negotiat- 
ing a peace settlement in 
Washington since 1991. Talks 
stalled over Syrian insistence 
that Israel commit to a full 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights before other issues are 


discussed. 

Mr. Darawshe said the 
group was trying to arrange for 
temporary Egyptian or Jorda- 
nian travel documents. The 
kind Israeli Arabs often use to 
make the annual Muslim pilgri- 
mate to Mecca. Saudi Arabia, 
which also has no relations 
with Israel. 


Mr. Darawshe said the docu- 
ments might come through any 
day. allowing the trip to pro- 
ceed. 


Syria meanwhile protested 
that the Middle East peace 
negotiations were caught in a 
“vicious circle" because Israel 
refused to give up occupied 
Arab land. * 

“Syria will not continue 
these sterile negotiations inde- 
finitely,” the government 
newspaper Tishrin warned. 


Iran holds wargames with 
Pakistan to boost sub power 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran, seek- 
ing to sharpen its new sub- 
marine forces, will start joint 
naval exercises in the Arabian 
Sea this week with neighbour- 
ing Pakistan, the first war- 
games the Islamic republic has 
ever held with another state. 

The 10-day exercises will fe- 
ature at least one of the tiro kilo- 
class diesel-electric submarines 
Iran has bought from Russia 
and are apparently designed to 
display the country's expand- 
ing naval forces and Tehran's 
potential naval reach. 

Iran's navy commander. 
Rear Admiral Ah Shamkhani, 
told reporters in Tehran Mon- 
day that an unspecified num- 
ber of Iranian destroyers were 
on their way to die Pakistani 
port of Karachi for the 10-day 
maneouvres scheduled to be- 
gin Wednesday. 

Iran’s main surface warships 
are three World War H-era 
destroyers and five aging fri- 
gates bought from the United 
States and Britain in the 1970s. 
Not all are believed to be 
operational. 

Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Adm. Sham- 
khanr as saying that- the four- 
stage -manoeu vers, under 
‘Pakistani command, would 
simulate “sinking enemy ves- 
sels in sea battles and joint 


submarine operations.” 

Iran is the only Gulf country 
to have submarine and tins has 
caused alarm in the region. 
Washington also has expressed 
concern. 

Adm. Shamkhani said the 
exercises, codenamed “Zntfi- 
qar” after the legendary sword 
of a Shiite Muslim hero, will be 
held in 10,360 square 
kilometres of Pakistani waters. 

He added that joint naval 
exercises will be held alternate- 
ly in Pakistan and Iran each 
year, the radio reported. 

Iran is carrying out a major 
rearmament programme and 
Hi** acquired advanced combat 
aircraft from Russia, missiles 
from North Korea and China, 
armour and artillery from 
Czechoslovakia and elsewhere. 

Its armed forces have inten- 
sified their manoeuvres in re- 
cent months to absorb much of 
die new hardware. 

Last month they staged a 
six-day exercise in the northern 
Gulf that included amphibious 
operations and tactical missile 
deploymcnt. 

The Iranian subs, which are 
reportedly equipped with sur- 
face-to-air missi les not found 
on Russian Kilos, are consi- 
dered offensive weapons whidL , 
the I ranians could use to choke' 
the strait of Hormuz, the gate- 


way to the Gulf through which 
one-third of the West’s oil sup- 
plies pass. 

They also could fulfil Iran's 
longtime ambition of project- 
ing naval power as far afield as 
the Indian Ocean and the Red 
Sea. 

Iran considers the Gulf its 
domain and resents the pre- 
sence of foreign forces in the 
region. 

The U.S. Navy has the 
largest presence with some 22 
warships in the Gulf, the Red 
Sea and off Somalia. Britain 
and France also have warships 
in die region. 

In the exercises with Pakis- 
tan, Iran “would be looking for 
the most basic kind of training, 
not sub-to-sub warfare which is 
stiH too advanced for the Ira- 
nians,” said Captain Richard 
Sharpe, editor of the authorita- 
tive Jane’s Fighting Ships. 

“What the Iranians are look- 
ing for, and what the Pakista- 
nis lave experience in, is train- 
ing subs to attack surface 
ships,” he told the Associated 
Press in a telephone interview. 

The P akistanis have oper- 
ated six French-built Daphne 
— and Agosta-class sub- 
marines since 1975 and are 
involved in military training in 
several Gulf states. 


Yemen fighting erupts as ink dries on peace deal 


By Assem Abdul Mohsen 

Reuter 


SANAA — The ink had barely 
dried on a peace deal signed by 
Yemen's mismatched leaders 
when fighting erupted in the 
turbulent state Monday. 

Yemen's dream of an endur- 


ing merger between a turbu- 
>rth 


lent north steeped in the past 
and an extrovert, urbanised 
south relied on two men with 
little in common. 

Colonel-turned President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh and his 
estranged deputy. Vice Presi- 
dent Ali Salem Beidh, sign a 
national peace accord in Jor- 
dan on Sunday afternoon. It 
was meant to end more than 
six months of feuding that had 
paralysed Yemen and 
threatened to plunge it into 
civil war. 

Few people believed there 
was any chance of success for 
the pact between northern 
military strongman Saleh and 1 
former Marxist apparatchik 
Beidh. The two men who en- 
gineered the merger of North 


and South Yemen in May 
1990. 

By Monday afternoon 
troops and tanks from north- 
ern Yemen bad surrounded the 
city of Zinjubar in the south, 
political and security sources 
said. 


The two leaders beaded 
home from Amman after long- 
range mediation efforts. 
Yemeni officials in the Jorda- 
nian capital said at least four 
people were earlier killed in a 
checkpoint clash between 
northern and southern soldiers 
who have not yet merged into a 
single army. 



Mr. Saleh is a conservative 
and master political tactician 
who brought unruly tribes to 
heel in 12 years as northern 
president before the merger. 

He said after the elections 
that only a national unify gov- 
ernment that brought all three 
main parties together would be 
able to pull Yemen out of the 
economic doldrums and secure 
its future as a unified state. 


Mr. Saleh blames Mr. Beidh 
for the crisis that burst into the 


open when the vice-president 
quit the capital Sanaa lasr July. 
He has remained in his stron- 


ghold of Aden and has so far 
refused to take the oath of 


Mr. Beidh rose through par- 
ty ranks and survived blood 
purges to become socialist 
leader in 1986. His party, 
which won virtually all the 
seats in what was South Yemen 
in April, believed Mr. Saleh 
was trying to marginalise it if 
not drive it out of power. 

The north is more populous 
and the Socialist Party feared 
Mr. Saleh would use the par- 
liamentary superiority of his 
party’s coagress and Islah to 
isolate it, deprive it of control 
of southern military units and 
grab revenues from’ rich south- 
ern oilfields. 


Ali Salem Al Beidh 


All Abdullah Saleh 


office after his re-appointment 
as vice-president following the 


'To accept it for them would 


een poi 
one political source said. 

Mr. Saleh answers to no 
one. He exercises absolute 
financial authority through his 
control of the central bank. His 
closest aides run the country's 
security. 

Mr. Beidh,. Socialist Party 
secretary-general, has however 
to answer to his party which 
has a history of schisms. Some 
of his predecessors were killed 
in southern palace coups. 


elections. 


;ni pol 

said of the two leaders: “It is a 
miracle they managed to work 
together at all in the early 
years of the union. They have 
little in common,” one’ said. 


periences. aims and political 
ideologies are far apart,” said 
another. 


“They are of a similar age 
(52 and 55 respectively) and 
have authoritarian back- 
grounds. Otherwise their ex- 


Mr. Saleh’s General Peo- 
ple's Congress and Mr. 
Beidh's Yemen Socialist Party 
ruled unified Yemen jointly 
until general elections in April 
last year. An Islamist and 
ultra-conservative party. Islah, 


euiciged then as the third big- 

f est in the country and was 
rought into the government 
despite strong socialist pro- 
tests. 

Mr. Beidh’s party says more 
tnan 150 of its members have 
been killed since unification. It 
accuses the president's men of 
treating the merger as annexa- 
tion. 


“It was like inviting red rid- 
ing hood to be eaten by the 
wolf," one Western diplomat 
■said of Mr. Saleh's derision to 


bring Islah, the Socialist par- 

S f's arch-enemy who used to 
enounce Aden leaders as god- 


less atheists, into the govern- 
ment. 

"That action triggered the 
crisis,” one source said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel to upgrade power supply to West Bank 



TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel will upgrade the elretnaty supply* 
to 150 Arab villages in the occupied West Bank, despite 
uncertainty over who will control the area, Israel s energy 
minister announced Monday. “We are talking about tens of 
millions of dollars of investments.” Minister Moshe Shahal 
told Israel Radio. Israel and the Palestinian are negotiating the 
introduction of autonomy to the Gaza Strip and the West- 
Bank town of Jericho, expected to begin within the next few .1 
months. The autonomy will eventually extend to other parts oM 
the West Bank, although the extent has yet to ^ negotiated,.^ 
Last week Israeli and Palestinian negotiators agreed that Is radjd ; 
would continue to supply electricity to the autonomy. 

Shahal said the Palestinians may eventually want 
separate electrical grid, but he said that would cost at least 
billion dollars. The radio said the upgrade would include 
new stations and two new gas turbines, and would cost up to 5F 
$250 million. Energy Ministry officials investigated the pos»- .+ 
bilxty of separating supply to Israeli settlements from Palesti- 
nian villages, but rejected it as too costly, the radio raid. Israel 
is aiming for a shared grid between Israel,, the Palestinian 
autonomy, Jordan and Egypt, Mr. Shahal said, because that 
was the most economical solution to electricity needs in the 


$ 


region. 


Tantawi under fire for allegedly meeting Israelis 





CAIRO (AFP) — Groups opposed to peace with brad love 
launched a media campaign against the 
accusing him of hosting a conference on the Middle East 
conflict attended by Israelis. Mufti Mohammad Sayed Tajtawi 
denied m press comments Monday that he J^^thatlsT^ 
had attended a conference he sponsored toying t ° 

conflict through psychological analysis. But the AJ Arabi 
newspaper, mouthpiece of the Nassenst pan-Arab Party, 
quoted conference Chairman Gamal Madi Abul Azaymnas 
raying Sheikh Tantawi had met all the participants, including 
th? Israelis, at his office. Sheikh Tantawi > * ^ “ 
prominent religious figure in Egypt, dong wj* the Al Azhar 
Muslim academy chairman, Sheikh Gad Al Haq Ah Gad AJ 
Haq. The Israeli delegation to the conference numbered 1 5 
members and was headed by former Ambassador to Egypt 
Shimon Shamir, according to opposition souro. «Iunui« 
Fahmi Howaidi told AFP “the Islamic World will suffer a 
shock when it finds out that the mufti of Egypt met an Israeli 
delegation'* in a Muslim site. He also said government 
censorship last week had prevented him from publishing an 
editorial to denounce the meeting. Although Egypt signed in 
1979 a peace treaty with Israel, relations are almost restricted 
to official contacts. 


Former Polish minister named Iran tribunal president 


THE HAGUE (AP) — Former Polish Foreign Minister * 
Krzysztof Skubiszewski has been appointed president of the - 1 
Iran-United States claims tribunal. The tribunal announced 
Monday that Mr. Skubiszewski succeeds former President 
Jose Maria Ruda of Argentina, effective Feb. 16 The* 
14-year-old tribunal has so far dealt with about $3 billion in • 
govemment-to-govemment and private commercial claims - 
arising out of the Iranian revolution of 1979, consequent 
expropriations and broken contracts. Mr. Skubiszewski was' 
named to his post by appointing authority Mr. Christopher " 
MJ.A. Moons, a former Dutch supreme court chief justice. 
The appointing authority makes appointments when the 
tribunal judges — three Americans, three Iranians and three 
from other nations — cannot agree on a candidate. Tribunal 
rules dictate that the president, who rules on tribunal disputes 
and scheduling and chairs major bearings, be a third nation 
araibitrator chosen by the American and Iranian arbitrators. 
As president, Mr. Skubiszewski will also give the tribunal's 
authorization that payments be ttiade to winning claimants. 
Mr. Skubiszewski joined the tribunal in December, after 
withdrawing his earlier bid for a seat on the International 
Court of Justice, the U.N.'s principal judicial arm. 


Xuwait to fortify its border with Iraq 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Defence Minister Sheikh Ali Al 
Salem Al Sabah was quoted On Tuesday as saying the emirate 
would build another earth rampart south of a ditch, and 
rampart it has been digging along its newly-demarcated border 
with Iraq. “Sheikh AH said another soil rampart will be 
created as soon as the border ditch digging is concluded,” said 
Al Anbaa newspaper. The emirate started digging a ditch 
three metres deep and five metres wide along the 207 
kilometres desert border last June. The ditch is meant to 
fortify tiie border and prevent people entering Kuwait 
illegally. “(Sheikh Ali) said the area between the two soil 
ramparts will become a military zone,” Al Anbaa said. Sheikh 
Ali, addressing Kuwaits at a social gathering, gave no further 
details. Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 1990 and claimed the 
emirate as its 19th province. A multinational alliance led by 
the United States ejected Iraqi troops in February 1991. Imps 
have frequently crossed the border to smuggle goods or 
scavenge arms and military vehicles strewn over the Gulf war 
battlefields. 


Russian threatens to fire on Tajik rebels 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A Russian general threatened Monday 
to open fire on Tajik rebels if they continued attacks on poses 
on the Afghan border manned by Russian soldiers. General 
Alex Tymo, chief-of-staff, said Russian troops would be 
forced to react if Tajik rebels based in Afghanistan continued 
to fire on border posts in Tajikistan states, Interfax news 
agency reported. General Tymko said his troops would have 
t° protect themselves. The Tajik government protested early 
Monday against recent rebel artillery bombardments from 
Afghanistan and said it reserved “the right to take adequate 
measures up to neutralise" the weapons. 
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PRAYER TIMES 


Anglican Church Tel. r>3<M51. Tel. 
(CKS43. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
*52526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
H2432h. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel. hW|l5 
The Church of Jesus Christ or Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. nSWZ 
Church of Nazarene Tel.h75Wl. 

The Evangelical Local Church In Am- 
man 

Tel. 811299 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDER 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 14. Aqaba 22. Humidity readings: 
Amman h2 per cent. Aqaba 33 per 
cent. 
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Food Control Centre 
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WEATHER 


Bulletin >upp/jcJ M the Department vt 
Meteorology . 


CHURCHES 


S(- Mary of Ngzarrlh Church Swdfleh. 
Tel. SUI74U o 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
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ler Royal Highness Princess Basma Tuesday chats wfih residents of the WadJ Mousa area 
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QAF donates JD8.000 


ypf meiant t jpADI MOUSA (Petra) — 
Mld gwen*. tfer Royal Highness Princess 
publish^, fesna Tuesday accepted to 
d Egypt Bait;- ^rve as the honorary • presi- 
aimost restn^ fed of Wadi Mousa Women's 

Society and announced a dona- 
. atffl of JD5.000 from the 
'"®l PTWldftj Oaeeo Alia Fund for Soria! 

Development (OAF) to sup- 
J'Oreign M 35 pan tbe society's programmes 
1 pr«idem d; od projects, 
bunal ainmm Process Basma also donated 
former Preae- DJUJOOto Wadi Mousa Sports 
e Feb. lb T- (Job and JD1,000 to the scouts 
bom S3 bifliffi. yd gri guide teams in Taybeh 
>mmercul fe a qjprtdation of their con- 
1979, conse<je tnbdtbn to the charity cam- 
^kubiszewsfa ^ pjfe being carried out with 
Mr. Chnstop jaive support from youngsters' 
3 un chief ]gse trouod the Kingdom, 
merits win 1 ] The Frincess also donated 
ranianstndfe 
ndidare. Titer 
. tribunal dapa 
be a thirdly 
anian arbta , 
ive the trkii 
inning claac 
December, b 
the InteraaEi 
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JD 1,000 from QAF purchase 
educational games and books 
for children in Um Sihon vil- 
lage, a Wadi Mousa sub- 
district. 

The Princess, who was on a 
tour of Wadi Mousa and 
Karak, supervised the distribu- 
tion of in-kind assistance to 603 
families in Wadi Mousa, 
Taybeh and Um Sihon. 

In her meetings with local 
communities in the Wadi 
Mousa area. Princess Basma 
stressed the important role of 
citizens in developing their 
communities by involvement in 
preparation and implementa- 
tion of programmes provided by 
non-governmental organtsa-' 
tion (NGOs). 


She expressed appreciation 
to citizens iiv this region for 
their active role in Supporting 
the charity • campaign, .which 
seeks to provide in-kind con- 
tributions and support family 
rehabilitation projects. 

In Karak, the Princess met 
with representatives of the va- 
rious sectors and committees 
taking part in the campaign 
and reviewed with them the 
charity's objectives. 

Princess Basma was accom- 
panied by members of the 
national committee in charge 
of the charily campaign and 
senior government officials 
from Ma'an and Karak gov- 
emorates. 
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• By Jean-Claude Elias 

Spedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — He performed 
tost year at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre and delighted a 
passionate audience, and 
low Men Jalal Eddin Weiss 
a bade to play for music 
towns' -at the Philadelphia 
Hotel tonight. 

, The French master of the 
tpiran (Arab zither), founder 
« flw well-known A1 Kindi 
ensemble, wC! peform along 
kith Syrian Sheikh Hamza 
':our, a leading figure in 
religious and secular 
wags. The two will be 
wxMnpanied by Ziad Qadi 
to nay (Arabic reed flute) 
M Ahmad A1 Bazm on riqq 
{tambourine). 

J Originally trained on clas- 
fca l guitar, Julien Weiss 
farted to look for new hori- 
in order to free himself 
what. he describes as 
arenedM^’.phc rigidity of traditional 
attacks on classical music.’ For 

jldiers- urt^ fet, he explored jazz, A fro- 
wns ^ ^ Brazilian harmo- 

ltsran eonnmi^-fSe* -and rhythms and finally 
interfe* ^ fa*®* the Holy Grail in das- 
nnS would h** sA Arabic music, 
protested : i Mr. Weiss, a talented im- 
LftnenS ^ j™Ber when playing, went 
nke 3 *^ strictly systematic 


ueek a*®' 
■er the GuH c 


I f«lU5 

jik rebels; fast 

• ' tram 




Julien Jalal Eddin Weiss 

studies of the Arabic music 
and the qanun. Trained with 
the greatest masters from 
Egypt, Iran and Tunis, he left 
out no academic subject and 
is now considered as a refer- 
ence himself. 

His A1 Kindi ensemble per- 
formed last November in 
Paris at the Theatre de la 
Ville in what has been de- 
scribed by critics as a “miles- 
tone" concert. 

The knowledge of Julien 


Weiss Arabic culture, Islamic 
civilisation, customs and his- 
tory makes him more than 
just a performer - a fully- 
integrared, original, oriented 
musician. 

The concert at the Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel is presented 
by the National Music Con- 
servatory - Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation and the Cultural 
Service of the French Embas- 
sy in Amman. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

..r. '!•••' 1 

111 ’^n w- i *• Exhibition of paintings by Riham Ghassib at 
p ; The Gallery Inter. Continental Hotel. 

1,1 ’ - 9-Art exhibition by artist Jalal Ariqat at Ab’ad 

-.rfiS '• iArt Gallery (10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. except 
| Fridays). 

.. p.' l - ^ Art exhibition by several artists at the Alia 
.Alt Gallery (8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.ra.j. 

Plastic- art exhibition by artist Khalil Al 
-/l iKofaM at the Yannouk University. 

Art exhibition by Iraqi artists at the Royal 

|3' Phlt. ■ d 


☆ 


\ Cultural Centre (8 JO p.m. -mid night). 

w 


^ , Computer exhibition at the Marriott Hotel, 
pi 1 ^ Photo exhibition by artist Latifa Yousef at the 
■v|'‘ I Royal Cultural Centre. 

^ Ptiubltion of medical herbs at the Royal 
i5® ? | Cultural Centre. 


H 1 

V : 


?*] Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre 


p.m.-mklnight). 

exhibition at (he Jordan University for 


y Art exhibition by Jordanian artists at the 
v i Royal Cultural Centre (7:00 p.m.-midnighl). 



,i,i »■ 1 Women, 
y d 

S' 

,l)’i y Wood carving exhibition" by artist Samer 
V«i» 1 ; Gusama al the French Cultural Centre. 
s ’’ *' Art and photo exhibition by several Arab 
artists at the Balqa Art Gallery in Fuheis (Tel. 

720902). 

r Exhibition by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi 
Jt Dam Al Funun of the Abdul Ha meed 
Shoman Foundation. Also showing the 


“permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contem- 
porary artists. (Tel. 64325 M2) 

DRAMA 

Drama in Arabic entitled “Hamlet Crucified 
Again” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p.m. 

FILMS 

ft Film entitled “Dreams and Songs of the 
Noble Old” at the American Center at 2:30 
p.m. (60 minutes). 

LECTURE 

tUt Seminar on “Naturalisation and Passports 
Laws** by Mr. Mohammad Al Kharabsheh. 
Dr. All Kattar and Mr. Rifa’i Al Haz.r.in'.o 
at the Amman Chamber of Commerce in 
Shmelsani at 12 JO p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

ft Poetry festival at the Royal Cultural Centre 
at 8:30 p.m. 

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 

ft A redial of traditional Arab music by 
French Julian Jalal Eddin Weiss and Syrian 
Sbeflth Hamza Chakowr at Philadelphia 
Hotel at 8:00 p.m. 

CHARITY BAZAAR 

ft Charity bazaar at the International Exhibit 
Centre (9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.- 
11:00 p.m.j. 


Crown Prince announces near completion 
of Dome of the Rock restoration project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
son Tuesday announced that 
the renovation of the Dome of 
the Rock in Arab Jerusalem 
was nearing completion and 
said that the achievement of 
the work during the holy 
month of Ramadan hears a 
great significance for the Arab 
and Islamic world. 

The Crown Prince was 
speaking during a visit to King 
Abdullah Mosque in Amman 
where he viewed a display de- 
picting the progress on the 
restoration of tbe holy shrines 
in Jerusalem and similar work 
in Jordan on the various 
shrines at the tombs of the 
Prophet Mohammad’s Com- 
panions. 

The director of the restora- 
tion project in Jerusalem last 
month announced that the pro- 
ject, which is financed by His 
Majesty King Hussein, would 
be completed by the end of 
February. 

Expressing his pleasure. 
Prince Hassan said that the 
renovation was carried out 
with the aim of strengthening 
Arab and Islamic rights in the 
holy dty. 

King Hussein had donated 
more than S 8 million to finance 


the work carried out by the 
Irish construction firm Mi van. 

The work entailed tbe refur- 
bishing of the dome by cover- 
ing it with gold gilded copper 
sheets supported by lead 
beams and the restoration of 
the roofs and installing a fire 
alarm system. 

Voicing appreciation to tbe 
Ministry of Awqaf and the 
special committee charged 
with carrying out restoration 
plans. Prince Hassan said that 
Jerusalem has a history of 
3,000 years of Arab and Isla- 
mic rule and the completion of 
the work on its shrines will 
support Arab and Islamic 
efforts to protect their rights. 

The Prince appealed to tbe 
Arab and Islamic countries to 
take appropriate measures to 
ensure the re-establishment of 
Islamic sovereignty over the 
dty. 

“In the name of His Majesty 
King Hussein I express appre- 
ciation of the role which the 
Ministry of Awqaf has been 
exercising towards restoring 
the shrines in the holy places 
and building shrines at the 
burial sites Prophet Moham- 
mad s Companions in Jordan,’ 
said Prince Hassan. 

He also thanked the ministry 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Tues- 
day views a display of photography chronicling 


restoration work on holy shrines in Jerusalem 
and Jordan (Petra photo) 


for taking charge of the 
Orphans Fund and conducting 
research in Islamic fields', 
urging the ministry to promote 
the collection of zakat (alms 
for the poor) in Jordan. 

Prince Hassan toured the 
exhibition which displays 400 


pictures of tbe holy places and 
different stages of construction 
work dealing as far back as 
1952 when the first restoration 
in Jerusalem was carried out' 
with funding from Jordan. 

Prince Hassan was briefed 
by officials on the ministry's 


plans to develop mosques and 
to supervise the annual pil- 
grimages to Mecca. 

Accompanying xhi Crown 
Prince on the tour '-’as Chief 
Islamic Justice ddin Al 
Khatib Al Tamimi ana a group 
of len-fing scholars. 


Ministry to finalise draft 
on national health plan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Health 
Minister Abdul Rahim Malhas 
Tuesday said the ministry was 
about to finalise the drafting of 
a comprehensive health insur- 
ance law and all of its 11 
provisions. 

Dr. Malhas said the law. 
which will benefit all sectors of 
the society, will be submitted 
to the Council of Ministers for 
approval at the beginning of 
April. 

The law, he said, provides 
ftHJbgireafion.of a new estab- 
lishflte'pt to. be .called the Com- 
pcetiensive Health Insurance 
C&ijejra] Corporation, which 
will enjoy administrative and 
financial independence. 

This corporation will have a 
board of directors to be 
chaired by the health minister, 
and will include as members 
representatives of the Royal 
Medical Services, the minis- 
tries of Health, Finance, Social 
Development and Labour, the 
president of the Jordan Medic- 
al Association, the president of 
the Private Hospitals Society, 
tbe dean of one of the medical 
schools in Jordan and three 
other members to be 
appointed by the Cabinet. 

Dr. Malhas pointed out that 
the law also provides for the 
creation of a supplies and 
purchases department which 
will purchase equipment and 
medicine at lower rates than 
those of the local market. 


The corporation’s board of 
directors, he added, will be 
charged with drafting and 
drawing legislation for the 
comprehensive health insur- 
ance plan. 

He concluded by saying that 
citizens will not be getting tbe 
health insurance services free 
of charge. Beneficiaries will 
have to pay the subscription 
fees provided for in the law so 
that they can receive the best 
health Services, he said. 

Also Tuesday, Dr. Malhas 
chaired a meeting of tbe Minis- 
try of Health Grants and Pro- 
jects Committee. 

The committee heard a re- 
port presented by director of 
the ministry Planning Depart- 
ment Fuad AJ Ayed on several 
projects carried out by the 
ministry, namely one aiming to 
expand the services of the 
mother and child care centres. 

The projects carried out in 
cooperation with the United 
Nations Population Fund, aims 
to reduce mortality rates in 
Jordan among mothers and in- 
fants. 

Dr. Ayed also briefed the 
committee on the family health 
project conducted in collabora- 
tion with the University of 
Jordan. The project targets im- 
proving the quality and effi- 
ciency of health services at the 
ministry’s various centres 
around the Kingdom. 


Suspect Jordan- bound food to be 
inspected offshore, says Malhas 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King, Qatari leader exchange cables 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday sent a 
cable to Qatari leader Sheikh Khalifah Ben Hamad Al Thani 
congratulating him on his assumption of constitutional powers 
and wishing him continued good health and happiness and the 
Qatari people further progress and prosperity. Sheikh Khalifah 
also sent a cable 10 King Hussein congratulating him on the 
signing in Amman of the Yemeni reconciliation and reform 
agreement Iasi Sunday. The Oatari leader expressed his heartfelt 
congratulations to King Hussein on the success of the Jordanian 
efforts and endeavours to overcome the differences between the 
Yemeni leaderships. “While expressing our support for Your 
Majesty’s efforts to heal rifts among Arab ranks and to unite the 
Arab fold and word, we implore the Almighty God to bless you 
with continued good health and happiness." Sheikh Khalifah said. 
The King also received similar cables from Qatari Crown Prince 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifah Al Thani and Speaker of the 
Lebanese Parliament Nabih Bern. Also Tuesday King Hussein 
sent a cable to Sultan Hassan Al Bulqieh of Brunei congratulating 
him on his country's national day and wishing him continued good 
health and happiness and the people of Brunei further progress 
and prosperity. 

Crown Prince hosts Iftar 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday hosted an iftar at Hussein Youth City in honour of the 
Amman Mayor and heads of municipal and village councils. The 
Crown Prince and his guests performed the Al Maghreb prayer. 
Prince Hassan ouriined the important role played by these 
councils in rendering basic services to citizens. He called on them 
to work as service-oriented institutions whose aim is to help the 
public. Greater Amman Mayor Mumdouh Al Abbadi expressed 
appreciation to His Majesty King Hussein for his support to the 
municipal and village councils. 

Seminar to focus on Nationality, Passports Law 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Businer. ymt Professional Women’s Club 
(BPWC) Wednesday will hold a seminar or. *he nationality and 
passports laws, at the Amman Chamber of Commerce at 12:30. 
Mohammad Kharabsheh. assistant director of the Passport and 
Civil Status Department will speak about the philosophy of the 
Nationality Law and the Passport Law. Ali Khattar. professor at 
the University of Jordan will speak about equity in both laws. 
Attorney Rifai Hazaymeh will speak about the philosophy of civil 
status. According lo the BPWC. this seminar is part of a series of 
legal seminars that aim at enlightening citizens of their rights and 
duties in legislation; It also seeks development of these laws to 
insure justice and equity between the two sexes. 


By fi«h Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Health Minister 
Abdul Rahim Malhas Tues- 
day said health authorities 
will stop cargo vessels car- 
rying food stuffs bound for 
Jordan outside the port of 
Aqaba whenever they sus- 
pect the quality of the cargo. 

“We will not allow such 
ships to enter into the port, 
but we will board them to 
ensure that they cany food fit 
for consumption in order to 
avoid any complications on 
shore,” Dr. Malhas told the 
Jordan Times. 

The minister was com- 
menting on tbe discovery of a 
shipment of 1,300 tonnes of 
frozen meat meant for the 
Jordanian market which ar- 
rived at the port zone earlier 
this week. Jordanian author- 
ities found that most of the 
meat on board had an expiry 
date of end of 1993. 

Tbe vessel, which earlier 
reports said came from a 
European port, dropped 
anchor offshore where health 
inspectors kept it until they 
completed their investiga- 
tions of its meat cargo, said 
Dr. Malhas. 

The health authorities in 
Aqaba boarded the vessel 
and discovered that only the 
surface layer of the 54,000 
cartons containing the frozen 
meat bore a label with an 



Abdul Rahim Malta as 

expiry date of end of 1994. 

The cartons beneath this 
layer, said the minister, clear- 
ly showed that the expiry 
labels were tampered with 
and that the expiry date was 
originally end of 1993. 

Dr. Malhas said an unsuc- 
cessful attempt had been 
made ro change the markings 
on these labels to end of 
1994. 

Earlier reports had said 
that the sbipmenr was re- 
jected by Egyptian author- 
ities when the vessel attemp- 
ted to dock at one of Egypt's 
ports, and that a Jordanian 
merchant had purchased the 
meat and changed the label • 
on tbe lower canons at sea. 

“I have now referred the 
manifesto and the other pap- 


er provided by the ship’s cap- 
tain to the ministry's legal 
advisers to see if the mer- 
chant had breached Jorda- 
nian laws,” said Dr. Malhas, 
adding that the merchant in- 
sisted that the meat was 
brought in for re-export to a 
neighbouring Arab country. 

"From now on we will not 
allow suspected vessels to 
dock at the port, nor will we 
allow any discharging of the 
cargo at the free zone for 
re-export to an Arab coun- 
try " *he minister stressed. 

afe measure, said Dr. 
Malhas, will be taken in 
order to save tbe Jordanian 
authorities any headaches 
and complications. 

The minister, who last 
month accused merchants of 
continually abusing regula- 
tions and bringing in unsafe 
food, said that the ministry is 
determined to protect public 
health by all means at its 
disposal. 

“For the time being, we 
wait for the decision of the 
legal advisers to determined 
whether the merchant bad 
violated the law," added Dr. 
Malhas. 

He said the health ministry 
would be forced to destroy 
the meat if it is found on 
Jordanian territory, but it 
would not reject a request by 
the merchant to return the 
cargo to its country’ origin. 


Experts to finalise strategy on poverty 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis- 
try of Social Development is 
expected to finalise a national 
strategy on dealing with pover- 
ty by the end of March, accord- 
ing to ministry Secretary 
General Suleiman Al Rousan. 

Work on the national plan, 
which starred in September 
1993, was carried out by a team 
of experts from the ministries 
of Social Development, Agri- 
culture and Planning as well as 
the University of Jordan and 
the Audit Bureau, said Mr. 
Rousan in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Tuesday. 

The strategy is considered a 
tool to help the government, 
private organisations and phi- 
lanthropic societies deal with 
poverty which is a continually 
growing problem in Jordan, 
said Mr. Rousan. 

The experts have not only 
diagnosed the pockets of 
poverty and their regions in the 
country, but also put forth 


proposals to be adopted by the 
concerned authorities to deal 
with this issue at the national 
level, added Mr. Rousan. 

Under this plan, it is hoped 
that efforts of the public and 
private sectors would be united 
in order to implement schemes 
over several years to stem the 
problem, he said. 

A statistical bulletin released 
by the government last Decem- 
ber said that by the end of 1992 . 
the number of needy families 
living below the poverty line 
rose to 6.6 per cent of the total 
number of households, up 
from 1.5 per cent in 1987. 

The bulletin, prepared by 
the Ministry of Planning, also 
noted that the number of fami- 
lies living in absolute poverty 
was estimated at 21.3 per cent, 
up from 18.7 per cent in 1987. 

In August last year a study 
on food supplies and Jordan’s 
food production conducted by 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) revealed that tbe low 


food production in the King- 
dom was responsible for pover- 
ty and a below normal rate of 
per capita share of food stuffs. 

The new national strategy, 
said Mr. Rousan, would not 
only provide a timetable for its 
implementation, but also the 
appropriate mechanism for its 
success. 

Referring to the work of the 
National Aid Fund (NAF), 
which operates under the su- 
pervision of the Ministry of 
Social Development, Mr. 
Rousan said that currently 
30,000 needy families receive 
regular monthly financial aid 
vocational training to rehabili- 
tate them towards self- 
reliance. 

Mr. Rousan said the minis- 
try this year allocated JD 1.8 
million to cany out several 
new income-generating pro- 
jects benefirting needy families 
and the establishment of a cen- 
tre for the care of severely 
handicapped persons. 


Israel, PLO work on details 


(Continued from page I) 

peeled to agree on Tuesday on 
telecommunications, archaeol- 
ogy. procedures for state land 
and land owned by absentees, 
and on issuing identity cards 
and travel documents for 
Palestinians under self-rule. 

Mr. Tarifi said he expected 
agreement on the civilian au- 
thority to be sealed early next 
week. 

He said an economic com- 
mittee which resumed talks in 
Paris on Mor.Ja\ uld tackle 
six issues including taxation. 


banking, insurance, fuel sup- 
plies and the environment. 

Officials said the Paris talks 
have made progress on several 
key issues including market ac- 
cess and revenue sharing hut 
areas of disagreement re- 
mained on banking and the 
Palestinians' demand for their 
own currency, which Israel has 

rejected 

Dr. Shaath said the talks in 
Cairo should also end in agree- 
ment on how big the Palesti- 
nian police force in Gaza and 
Jericho should be and what 
weapons it shouid have- 


Israel insists Pale: 
police must nor carry m 
rocket-propelled grenai 
kaiyusha rockets, "it sa’ 
in the first stage of Pale 
self-rule they should hg\ 
rifles, pistols and bator 

In Madrid Israeli 
Minister Yitzhak Rabi. 
Israel had made the "fu 
miles" down the road w 
Palestinians and that 
talks had reached "the p 
no-retum." 

Mr. Rabin was givin® ; 
conference with "his *S 
counterpart Felipe Go 
on the second and final . 
an official visit to Spaii 
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Oil in sanctions wheel 


IT IS common knowledge by now that whenev- 
er Iraq gets closer to meeting Its obligations 
under the relevant United Nations Security 
Council resolutions, new conditions spring up 
to frustrate its bid to end the international 
punitive measures against it. The addition of 
condrtioits in such cases is called, generally in 
the Wes., deliberate moving of the goalposts. 

We '.dive a better term for it: international 
blackmail. By this we mean that there are 
definite economic reasons behind the constant 
orchestration of new conditions against that 
Arab country. These reasons have roots in the 
world oO market glut. 

There are several od producing countries 
which would give or do anything to keep Iraqi 
oil out of the international market for the 
simple reason that oil prices have dropped 
considerably in the past few years and are 
hovering now about $16 per barrel. Keeping 
Iraqi oil oat of circulation would at least keep 
the already depressed prices where they are. 
The reintroductkm of Iraqi petroleum products 
into the market stands to lower even further the 
current price ranges. The Arab oil producing 
countries alone saw their revenues drop from 
$180 billion in the early eighties to a mere $75 
billion in 1993. And what applies to the Arab 
World applies also to other producers from 
various regkms of the world. This is a colossal 
economic crisis, which would only be exacer- 
bated by lifting the oQ embargo on Baghdad. 

The Western industrial countries, which 
count on the revenues of the o3 producing 
countries to grease their economies by selling 
them more and more aircraft, tanks and guns, 
have a stake in keeping the pockets of these 
countries foil and ready enough In order to be 
able to perform exactly such a task. 

We would have thought there is a better way 
to stabilise the oil market than by continuing to 
punish the Iraqi people. Sooner or later, Iraqi 
oil will enter the market. It would be wiser and 
fairer if a global solution could be found for this 
problem based on sound economic considera- 
tions for both the exporters and importers of 
this basic commodity. The real issue now lies 
with OPEC countries themselves, which have 
not been able or wilting to heed their own 
agreements. In the long run, a more equitable 
quota system could be applied that could satisfy 
the global economy in a balanced manner. 
Meanwhile, the persistent ostradsation of Iraq 
by the international community, even after it 
has gone more than 95 per cent of the way to 
meet its obligations, makes little sense besides 
bong totally unfair and unjust. Gradual earing 
of the sanctions agains t Bagh dad commensu- 
rate with the extent of its foHUment of its 
international obligations must become the 
mainstay of the new policy towards it instead of 
the current arbitrary and unethical direction 
being followed now. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daiy Tuesday attacked as an irresponsible act 
a visit that U.S. ambassador to Khartoum made to southern 
Sedan. We condemn this action which was taken without 
approval from the Khartoum government, which is at war with 
the separatist rebels in the south, said the paper in an editorial. 
Indeed this action reminds us of the behaviour of the 
colonialist powers earlier this century and in the past when 
they wanted to impose their will on the people of the Third 
World, said the paper. The colonial powers seem still intent on 
imposing their will on the other nations of the world. Being the 
sole superpower after the demise of the Soviet empire, the 
United States is practising this role mainly against the Arab 
World, said the daily. We are not surprised, therefore, by the 
U.S. ambassador's actions because such behaviour is in line 
with the Americas mentality and reflects immoral and 
irresponsible acts, it added. The Americans, said the paper, 
fear no opposition from China and Europe, which are afraid to 
raise their voice in protest against American actions, it said. 
These actions, it said , are mainly directed against the Muslim 
world. If what the U.S. ambassador did was moral and 
acceptable, why don’t the U.S. ambassadors around the 
world, particularly in Europe, visit the war tom Bosnia to 
investigate the slaughter of Muslims there, asked the paper. 
Why has the U.S. ambassador to Israel failed to make visits to 
the occupied Arab territories where the Israelis continue to 
slay defenceless Palestinians daily? The paper said that the 
U.S. ambassador claimed that he was going to the south to 
inspect a damaged church, and said that hundreds of churches 
either desecrated or damaged by the Israelis and the 
Serbs =foout a finger being lifted by Washington or European 
capitals. 


Controversey surrounds Nation of Islam 


By James Zogby 


ONCE AGAIN, a storm is brewing around Louis Farrakhan 
and his controversial Nation of Mam (NOI) movement. 

The most visible component of the latest stoim was a full 
page advertisement that appeared in a number of newspapers 
across the country. Signed by more than 100 U.S. religious, 
ethnic and civil rights leaders, the advertisement denounced 
the leadership of the NOI for “verbal attacks on whites, 
women, Jews, Catholics, Arabs, gays, and African Americans 
who criticise their persistently divisive message.” 

This recent round of attacks against the NOI was prompted 
by a speech given by Khalid Abdul Mohammad, the national 
spokesman of the NOr, on Nov. 19, 1993. In that speech, 
among other things, Mr. Mohammad: 

— Denounced Arabs and Jews as “white imposters” who 
are “socking the blood” of the “black nation and black 
community',” 

— called for killing all South African whites including 
women, babies, the crippled and the elderly. “We will” he 
said, “kill everything white that ain’t right;” 

— and referred to the Catholic Pope as an "old, no-good 
...(white) cracker.” 

After a national outpouring of denunciations, including 
strong criticism from other African-American leaders, Far- 
rakhan rebuffed bis national spokesman and stripped him of 
his position, saying that his speech was “vile in manner, 
repugnant, malicious... and against the spirit of Mam.” But 
Farrakhan went on to “stand by the truths that he (Mr. 
Mohammad) spoke,” and then attacked those who had 
attacked the NOI. 

Far from quieting the storm, Mr. Farra khan's rebuttal/ 
reaffirmation of Mr. Mohammad's remarks gave new life to 
the controversy. 

The most troubling aspect of this new conflict for Mi. 
Farrakhan is the threat it poses to his efforts to gain 
acceptance from mainstream African-American elected offi- 
cials. That effort has been underway for about six months 
now, but achieved its high point last fall through a key public 
embrace of Mr. Farrakhan by the Congressional Black Caucus 
and respected African-American civil rights leaden like the 
Reverend Jesse Jackson, and the Reverend Benjamin Chavis, 
president of die NAACP (the nation's largest dvil rights 
organisation). 

lire embrace was part of a larger strategy of mainstream 
African-American leaders to bring together all leadership 
dements in their community together in an effort to fight the 
problems of crime and drugs which disproportionately affect 
the African-American community. 

But for Mr. Farrakhan, the embrace was the public relations 
coup he had long awaited. 

After years of being relegated to foe sidelines of African- 
American politics, the embrace represented for Mr. Far- 
rakhan an unprecedented level of acceptance from main- 
stream leaders and came because of his NOI’s work in fighting 
crime and drugs and promoting black self-help projects. 

While Jewish organisations, long-time foes of Mr. Far- 
rakhan ’s, reacted angrily to foe African-American leadership’s 
agreement to work with Mr. Farrakhan, the African- 
American leaders insisted on foeir prerogative to heal their 
community's internal rifts and to work for self-improvement. 

The controversy that erupted over Mr. Mohammad's speech 
and Mr. Farrakhan’s seeming endorsement of some of it's 
“hate-filled” message once again left Mr. Farrakhan in an 
isolated position as mainstream African-American leaders 
were forced to publicly criticise his message and shun foe NOI. 

To understand the origuis of this current conflict and why it 
has become so great, it is' useful to examine foe historic role 
played by foe NOI in foe African-American community. 


The History and Ride of the Nation of Islam 


The Nation of Mam was founded in foe 1930’s by an 
African-American who changed his name to Elijah Moham- 


mad. Elijah claimed to have received a revelation to begin this 
faith from a person he called Fard Mohammad, whom he 
asserted was a messenger of God. Mr. Fard’s message to 
Elijah was simple: He was to awaken “the black nation to the 
full range of the black man’s possibilities in a world temporari- 
ly dominated by the blue-eyed white devils.” 

While foe NOI uses foe Qur'an and a great deal of religious 
terminology derived from Islam, its theology is quite unique 
and by any standard heretical. 

Like other black separatist movements which emerged in 
the same period (and were apparently also inspired by Fard 
Mohammad), foe NOI preached racial hatred and division. In 
fact, to justify foeir beliefs, foe NOI teaches that all men were 
originally black until the evil scientist Yacub broke foe will of 
God and created the mutant white species. The evil whites 
then came to dominate the earth and enslave blacks. 

According to the theology of the NOI not only Jews, but 
Arabs also are part of this evil white race which has usurped all 
foe world's wealth and power — and even Islam — from foe 
black race. The “call” of foe NOI is, therefore, simple: Blacks 
should wake up, recognise their true power, separate from 
white society and work to regain their rightful power and place 
in God's plan for foe world. 

Elijah's message proved quite attractive to many disposses- 
sed blacks because it had both economic and political themes. 
The religion grew to include more than 250,000 believers in 
foe late 1950’s. 

As the NOI grew, so did the mystique around Elijah. 
Reading the literature of the NOI suggests that Elijah himself 
was claiming to be a prophet of God and there are even 
intimations that he might be the Messiah. 

Because foe NOTs message was racial separation, it never 
supported, and even actively opposed, the civil rights move- 
ment led by Martin Luther King. The NOI did not want equal 
rights; it wanted power and black separation, so it inspired and 
allied not with foe civil rights movement but with foe many 
black separatist, African cuJ rural nationalists and militant 
black liberation groups (such as foe Black Panthers) during foe 
ferment of the late 1960's and early 1970's. 

While foe NOI never grew to the size of the NAACP or 
other civil rights groups, its influence among angry African- 
American youths was considerable. 

When Elijah died in 1975 the movement underwent a 
dramatic shift. The NOI’s national spokesman Louis Far- 
rakhan was passed over for foe group's leadership in favour of 
Elijah's son Warith Deen Mohammad. Warith Deen changed 
foe name of foe group to foe World Community of Al-Islam in 
foe West, sold off most of foe group’s economic assets that had 
been built up by his father and moved to integrate foe 
movement’s followers with Sunni Mam. 

Warith Deen was largely successful in his efforts to bring his 
community into the mainstream. Hundreds of thousands of 
African-Americans joined his call and began to practice 
orthodox Mam and integrated themselves into the larger 
Muslim communities in the U.S. Today African-Americans 
make up 40 per cent of the U.S. Muslim community. 

After watching this change for close to three years, Mr. 
Farrakhan finally broke with Warith Deen in 1978 and 
restarted foe NOI, declaring himself to be the true descendant 
of foe racial separation theology of Elijah Mohammad. While 
Warith Deen can point to over 1.000.000 African-American 
orthodox Muslims, Mr. Farrakhan’s movement numbers only 
about 25,000. But these numbers do not tell foe entire story. 

Mr. Farrakban’s appeal, like that of Elijah's, extends well 
beyond those who convert, join the movement and accept its 
discipline. With its message >6f blade pride, anti- white anger 
combined with self-help andeconomic power, the NOI strikes 
a responsive chord in the hearts of millions of African- 
Americans. 

One prominent African-American political scientist has 
described Mr. Farrakhan as a “measure of foe depth of black 
alienation from white America.” The more angry blacks are, 
foe more successful Mr. Farrakhan will be. Ironically, foe 
more that white leaders attack him the more popular Mr. 


Farrakhan becomes in some quarters of the African-American 


Egypt’s grave challenge 


‘President Mubarak is in danger of being 


overthrown by fundamentalists’ 


By James Adams 


AMERICAN intelligence 
analysts believe that President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt is in 
grave danger of being over- 
thrown by Islamic fun- 
damentalists, with catastrophic 
consequences for Western in- 
terests in foe Middle EasL 

A classified intelligence 
assessment being drafted 
warns that Mubarak is likely to 
fall and his country slide into 
economic chaos and dvil war if 
{nesent trends continue. 

The report, known as a 
National Intelligence Esti- 
mate, represents the collective 
wisdom of all American intelli- 
gence agencies. It suggests that 
Mamie fundamentalists will 
continue to make gains across 
Egypt, leading to foe eventual 
collapse of foe Mubarak gov- 
ernment, which is the geopoli- 
tical linchpin of American poli- 
cy in foe Arab World. 

The Mubarak government 
maintains that it has foe situa- 
tion under control, and it bas 
accused the foreign media of 
exaggerating foe problem. But 
foe intelligence estimate makes 
dear that the Americans are in 
despair over foe widespread 
police raids, torture of sus- 
pects, military trials and execu- 
tions and refusal to deal with 
any of foe underlaying soda! 
problems that give the fun- 
damentalists a political plat- 
form. 

The gloomy American 
assessment dovetails with a 
classified Israeli intelligence 
analysis late last year which 
warned of Mubarak’s shaky 
position and the consequences 
if he fells. Egypt is a key 
supporter of foe peace agree- 
ment between Israel and foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. 

A fundamentalist govern- 
ment in Cairo wuld derail the 
peace agreement and scrap foe 
Camp David peace accords be- 
tween Egypt and Israel. It 
would also give a boost to Iran. 



"There is no question of our 


deserting Egypt or Mubarak,” 
said one official. “Rather we 
are trying to understand just 
how serious foe situation is and 
then decide what we can do 
about it.” 

So far, foe Americans have 
been unable to do much, as 
Mubarak has insisted on 
adopting draconian methods to 
try to eliminate a terrorist 
movement that enjoys con- 
siderable popular support. Sus- 
pects are herded into mass 
military trials; summary hear- 
ings are followed by mass ex- 
ecutions. Last week, according 
to official figures, 942 people 
were detained. 

American analysts argue 
that draconian tactics have 
failed in many countries and 
are felling in Egypt. Both foe 
State Department and the in- 
telligence community have 
been urging Mubarak to intro- 
duce political and economic 
reform but so far he has re- 
fused to change his hardline 
policy. He has offered “nation- 
al dialogue” with secular 
opposition parties, but if all 
religious organisations are ex- 
cluded, the government will 


simply further alienate the 
militants and encourage foeir 
supporters, say analysts. 

Deaths from the violence 
■have risen sharply. In 1991, 96 
Mamie militants and police 
were killed; in 1992 the num- 
ber was 322 and last year 
1,116. But the violence has 
broadened with the terrorists 
specifically targetting foreign 
tourists, six of whom have 
been killed. 


The Mamie Group, the main 
terrorist organisation, this 
month warned: "We implore 
tourists and investors to leave 
■foe country because foe next 
operations will be extremely 
ferocious. We are forced to 
this to defend our faith, foe 
values we hold sacred and 
ourselves in foe face of the lack 
of law and of human rights 
which the dictatorial Mubarak 
regime embodies.” 


Using a classic tactic of in- 
surgency movements, the fun- 
damentalists have tried, with 
some sucess. to create a para- 
llel government. In the south 
of Egypt, where fundamental- 
ists are strongest, teachers 


have reintroduced foe veil and 
imposed a more Islamic curri- 
culum. 

Mamie medical clinics, run 
by supporters of the fun- 
damentalists, are spreading 
and replacing foe state system. 
Fundamentalists have also 
taken over foe organisations 
that control the medical, legal 
and engineering professions. 

As control of such groups 
shifts to the militants so they 
expand foeir recruiting base, 
helped by hundreds of 
thousands erf illicit tapes that 
are freely circulating through- 
out foe country. These encour- 
age their listeners to shun all 
Christians and to fight the gov- 
ernment. Such tapes were a big 
weapon in the successful war 
waged in Iran by Ayatollah 
Khomeini against the Shah of 
Iran. 

Because of the parallels with 
foe Iranian revolution, Egyp- 
tian officials have insisted that 
foe rise of fundamentalism in 
Egypt bas been caused by Iran. 
In feet, fundamentalist move- 
ments in Egypt go back to foe 
192% and have experienced a 
resurgence recently largely be- 
cause the gap between the rich 
and poor in foe country has 
widened. 

Egypt is being seen as a test 
case for foe success of Islamic 
fundamentalism in foe Middle 
East. Already, foe government 
of Algeria is under siege from 
fundamentalists and can barely 
hold its o as dvil war con- 
sumes the country. There is 
already a funu. — '^ntalist reg- 
ime in Sudan and if Egypt falls, 
analysts warn, there is a danger 
that foe whole of north Africa 
could turn fundamentalist. 

The Gulf states such as 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait are 
also vulnerable, as foeir econo- 
mies suffer the consequences 
of the overspending of foe 
1980s decade that saw corrup- 
tion institutionalised and any 
concept of real democracy 
checked. The Sunday Times. 


The Sunday Times 


community. , , 

From 1978 to 1983 Mr. Farrakhan continued hostility 
towards black dvil rights leaders. 

But in 1983, Mr. Farrakhan asked black leaders to allow him 
to speak at foe March on Washington to commemorate the 
20th anniversary of Martin Luther King’s historic 1963 march. 
While many Jewish and white leaders were outraged, foe 
African-American dvil rights leaden were delighted by foe 
prospect that Mr. Farrakhan might be changing his tune and 
welcomed him to the march, hoping that in so doing they 
would achieve an unprecedented unity in the ranks of the 
African-American community. 

But Mr. Farrakban’s appearance at the march and his brief 
involvement in 1984 in Jesse Jackson's presidential campaign 
turned out to be no more than a tactical ploy to expand bis 
audience. 


Once he revealed that his theology of racial hatred had not 
changed, foe pressure from Jewish leaders and the anger and 
disappointment of black leaders resulted in a renewal of Mr. 
Farrakhan’s political isolation. But while Mr. Farrakhan was 
isolated from foe elites and political mainstream, his appeal 
among disaffected African-Americans increased. 

So it is with the current controversy. As before, Mr. 
Farrakhan's latest effort to gain access to the mainstream of 
African-American leadership has been thwarted; and, as 
before, Jewish and white Christian groups have denounced his 
message of racial separation. But it is equally true tbat foe 
controversy itself and the massive outpouring of public 
denunciations by elected officials and other leaders has only 
served to increase Mr. Farrakhan's appeal — and not only 
among foe most dispossessed m foe African-American com- 
munity. The treatment of foe NOI also creates resentment 
among even middle class and professional blacks who, while 
they reject Mr. Farrakhan's message, are also in a rage at foe 
way foe white media and political leaders have relentlessly 
attacked an African-American. 


Other issues that could be explored with respect to the NOI 
include foe role that the group has played in distorting foe 
view that some Americans have had of Mam as a religion with 
a universal message and foe role that the NOI has played both 
a symptom and aggravator of the Black-Jewish split in U.S. 
politics. 

With regard to the first issue, it is important to note that 
Warith Deen Mohammad was prominent among the main- 
stream and orthodox African-American Muslim community 
and has been able to define Mam in its true form. With an 
African-American Muslim chaplain in foe U.S. military, an 
African-American Muslim invited to speak before the U.S. 
Senate and at President Bill Clinton's inauguration, orthodox 
Muslims are emerging as a force able to correct foe image of 
Islam that has long been distorted by the followers of Elijah 
Mohammad. 


The history of the Black-Jewish tension is a long and 
complicated one which I may treat in another article, but it 
would be important to note that the overwhelming and, at 
times, excessive reaction of American-Jewish leaders to Mr. 
Farrakhan’s racism only seems to create a deeper resentment 
among many in the African-American community. In re- 
sponse to pressure from Jewish-American leaders, African- 
American elected officials will denounce Mr. Farrakhan's 
message, but they resent being forced to do so. 

So long as tension and inequality remain a prominent, 
characteristic of U.S. political, ecci^mic anjj social life, the 
anger that breeds the NOI will remain and there will be those 
like Elijah, Mr. Farrakhan and Khajid Mohammadwfio will' 
find an audience receptive to foeir message of frustration and 
bitterness. 


Hie writer is president of the Washington-based Arab- 
American Institute. He contributed this article to the Jordan 
Times. 


East Asia’s arms 


trade is going local 


By Gerald Segal 


LONDON — Britain's prac- 
tice of selling weapons to 
Malaysia and Indonesia while 
providing development aid 
has become an issue. En- 
vironmentalists and human 
rights advocates cry foul. A 
committee of parliament is 
investigating whether there 
has been a violation of the 
rules against linking arms and 
aid. The controversy 
obscures the fact that the 
arms trade in East Asia is 
changing into a much more 
complex business. 

Sales of military hardware 
off the shelf are declining. 
Purchases of major weapons 
by East Asia in 1992 totalled 
S3. 6 billion, down from $5.2 
billion in 1987 in constant- 
dollar prices. 

While arms expons to East 
Asia fall, competition be- 
tween European and Amer- 
ican weapons sellers intensi- 
fies. The provision of 
"sweeteners.” whether in 
bribes or linkage with aid 
projects, is likely to increase. 

More arms are being 
bought w ithin the region. 
Just us East Asians learned to 
produce civilian goods that 
they once hud to import from 
the West, so they are now 
expanding their arms indus- 
tries. 

Spending on defence is nor 
rising as a percentage of gross 
national product "(GNP1 in 
East Asia because most coun- 
tries are in the midst of rapid 
economic growth. However, 
absolute spending on defence 
is increasing. From W85 to 
1992. outlays rose by 28.5 per 
cent in Japan. 63 per cent in 
South Korea. 25 per cent in 
China. 3! per cent in 
Malaysia. 3b per cent in Sing- 
apore and 311 per cent in 
Taiwan. 

Many countries in the re- 
gion h:i\ e industries w ith adv- 
anced technology and a pool- 
of engineers and scientists. 
Hard-pressed defence indus- 
tries in the West have learned 
from the dvil sector just how 
capable the East Asians can 
become. Moreover, they 
need East Asian business. 


South Korea is acquiring 
12n F-16 fighters from the 
United Slates, hut only 12 are 
being bought off the shelf; the 
rest will be assembled from 
kts or by coproduction. 
Taiwan's purchase of F-16s 
from America will involve a 
significant amount of work 
for the Taiwan aerospace in- 
dustry. Other stales in the 
region are also using arms 
purchases from the West to 
lay the basis for an indige- 
nous aerospace and weapons 
business. Malaysia's acquisi- 
tion of FA- 18s 'from the Un- 
ited States includes copro- 
duction. as did Indonesia's 
order of F-ifis. 

Of course, sometimes the 
desire for indigenisation has 
its price. This was seen in 
South Korea s development 
of an anti-aircraft system That 
could not distinguish between 
friendly and enemy planes, 
Bui Western companies real- 
ise the risks of underestimat- 
ing East Asian industry in its 
early stages. The region has a 
record of learning fast and 
then sending exports to the 
V^est and cupturinu signifi- 
cant slices of the market. 

Arms manufacturers in the 
West are inclined to cooper- 
ate. especially European 
companies that are often shu* 
out of the United States on 
national security grounds. 

The development of aeros- 
pace and defence businesses 
in East Asia has important 
lessons for the wider world. 
Total arms sales to the region 
will continue to fall, but that 
«> not the part of the market 
to watch. Instead, increasing- 
ly -complex coproduction 
arrangements and co-own- 
ership of defence companies 
are likely. Just as more than 
hall the trade between de- 
veloped industrial powers 
takes place within single mul- 
tinational firms, trade in the 
defence sector will gradually 
go the same way. 

t hina. anxious to limit 
arms sales to Taiwan, will 
Imd this process increusinclv 
difficult to control. 


International Herald Tri- 
bune. 
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Through NHp’s 
Women-in- 
Development pro- 
ject, Hafayes 
Obeidat rises from 
under the poverty 
line to the comfort 
of self-reliance 


AMMAN — When Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
offered Hafayes Obeidat the 
opportunity to benefit from 
<<ib medicinal herbs scheme in 
* T J’ h « apj^llrbid governorate, Ms 
a - 2 Obeidat and her family were 

jjriqg under the poverty line 
on a monthly income of JD 
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Four years later, this 
mother of five is earning a 
monthly income of JD SOU as 
a successful "business 
woman" in this small village 
in the north. Nor only has 
fis. Obeidat paid off her 
debts, but she is lending 
money to her relatives in the 
village and employing three 
people in her thyme gardens. 

Before joining the NHFs 
Women-in-Development 
project, says Ms. Obeidat, 
a 1 * 1 ,*: e - ! fcr family was living on the 
\ amtable income that her then 
l PJ a yedbce . ] unemployed husband used to 
,n US imm working odd jobs at the 
harvest season. To make end 
meets, Ms. Obeidat used to 
borrow money from well-to- 
do friends and indgbboors,, 
specially at the beginning of 
dm school year when she and 
h«- husband used to worry 
about how to provide their 
five children with the books, 
uniforms and other require- 
ments essential for them to 
continue their education. 

All that beean to change in 
1989, says Ms. Obeidat, 
when the development 
efforts to NHF reached her 
liHage with the Women-in- 
Development project in 
which Ms. Obeidat and other 
ratal women found an oppor- 
nraity to work and help 
alleviate the suffering' of their 
famSes. 

“We could not bdieve that- 
knd’cbuld be so rewarding to 
those who harvest it," says ; 
Ms. Obeidat. But when the 
women federation branch in 
Mod told “us that NHF is 
ready to provide us with all 
that is necessary to plant the 
land, we said we will give it a 
try to see if we can improve 
out lives." 

NHF provided women with 
apings, fertilisers, irrigation 
equipment and expertise to 
plant small areas of land 
around their homes with 
medicinal herbs such as 
thyme, sage and camomile. It 
also set up packaging centres 
to which women bring their 
produce where it is dried and 
packaged before it is mar- 
bled either as beverages or 
raw materia] for medicine. 

Ms. Obeidat started with 
planting 1700 saplings of thyme 
m an area of one dunum 
around her house. Encour- 
the "huge profits" 
Ms. Obeidat. 



Hafayes Obeidat watches tbe thyme saplings that she 
sells to other villagers 
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says 


she started exploiting other 
areas of land to expand her 
little "business." 

With the help of agricul- 
ture engineers from NHF, 
Ms. Obeidat succeeded in 
adding another dimension to 
her work: In addition to pro- 
ducing herbs that she had 
sold through NHF, Ms. 
Obeidat started to produce 
saplings that she sold to other 
women who became in- 
terested in the project. 

*T have sold more then 
160.000 seeds of thyme and 
other herbs to over 50 women 
in 18 villages," says Ms. 
Obeidat. 

Ms. Obeidat even sold 
aceds to the Agriculture 
Directorate in Irbid, with 
her sales in four years 
amounting to over JD 16,500. 

As>. the work expanded, 
more people were needed to 
keep up with the increasingly 
growing responsibilities of 
ner little enterprise. Ms. 
Obeidat’s husband and her 
sister and brother in law be- 
came fully involved in the 
project. Two other women 
were employed and a hand- 
icapped man found a work 
opportunity when he started 
buying inplinpfrom Ms. 
Obeidat and selling them to 
other women in other vil- 
lages. 

with enough liquidity 
available to the family, Mr. 
Obeidat decided to expand 
yet further and he leased 
extra areas of agricultural 
land that he and his wife used 
to plant trees as a long-term 
investment. 

Thought they were initially 
apprehensive io having their 
wives work, Mr. Obeidat and 
his brother eventually de- 
voted all their time to the 
family scheme, shouldering 
whatever responsibilities 


coming their way in terms of 
developing it, says Mr. 
Obeidat. 

“Our life has improved a 
loi since we joined" the NHF 
projecr, says Ms. Obeidat. 

She says: “I send JD 1.000 
to my son so that he can 
continue his education (at 
university in a neighbouring 
Arab country). So does my 
sister in law for her son." Ms. 
Obeidat says she also man- 
aged to finance the education 
of her daughter at a commun- 
ity college. 

Ms. Obeidat is one of 500 
women who have been bene- 
fited from the Women-in-De- 
velopmenr project since it 
was launched in five villages 
in the north in 19S9. Inc 
medicinal herbs scheme’s ini- 
tial phase included 27 gar- 
dens from which 53 women 
benefited directly. 

Over 150 women and their 
families are currently directly 
involved with the scheme, 
which in 1992 yielded more 
than 10 per cent of Jordan's 
imports of thyme and sage. 

Agriculture engineer Wafa 
Mazahreh says the scheme is 
“on its way to meeting the 
country’s needs (of thyme 
and sage) after the area of the 
planted land rose to over 130 
dunums." 

Ms. Mazahreh says over 
500 rural women and their 
families benefited from the 
schemes of the Women-in- 
Development project, which 
include bee keeping, rabbit 
raising, leather stitching and 
light shoe and garment pro- 
duction. 

After joining these 
schemes, says Ms. 
Mazahreh," women attained 
more social growth and con- 
tributed to the development 
of their communities. They 
became self reliant." 


Once bustling Quneitra is testimony 

to Israel’s ‘in hu m ani ty’ 


From Michael Jansen 
in Quneitra 

QUNEITRA, once a bustling 
cross-roads town, provincial 
capital of the Golan governo- 
rate, is now a national park 
visited by local tourists and 
foreign correspondents. At 
the entrance is A tall triangu- 
lar monument commemorat- 
ing the town's return to Sy- 
rian rale in June 1974 after 
seven yean of Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

Like the empty modem 
port dty of Famagusta in 
Cyprus, occupied by the Tur- 
lcUh army in 1974, Quneitra 
qwnwnwt very little damage 
during its capture in June 
1967. Like Famagusta, it was 
a "ghost town" simply de- 
serted by its inhabitants, its 
buildings and streets empty. 
But a week before Qoneitra’s 
handover, under tbe Syria- 
Israd disengagement agree- 
ment, the Israelis blasted and 
buUdozed 90 per cent of 
Quneitra’s houses and strip- 
ped and gutted all its public 
buildings — three mosques, 
three churches, administra- 
tive blocks, schools, cinema 
and hospital. 

The collapsed houses, roof slabs 
lilting at crazed angles. bulWozer- 
sarredl pillars of the shops 
along the main street, the 
burnt-out cinema, the broken 
Boor tiles in. the shell of the 
Orthodox church constitute 
another sort of monument, a 
monument to ■ man's in- 
humanity to man, to tbe prac- 
tices now known, thanks to the 
war in Bosnia, as "ethnic 
cleansing." Israel never in- 
tended Syrians to return to 
their homes and lands. 

In November 1974, Israel 
was condemned by the U.N. 
General Assembly for the 
"deliberate destruction and 
devastation" of the town. 


This was considered a "grave 
breach" of the Geneva Con- 
vention. A special committee 
which visited the town re- 
commended t fr** a commis- 
sion should be established to 
“study the legal consequ- 
ences" of Israel's actions. 
And if there is peace, Syria 
could daim compensation for 
this act of vandalism. 

Before che Israeli occupa- 
tion at about noon on June 
10, 1967. Quneitra was a 
prosperous town with a 
population of 53,000. The 
province's 142 villages and 
hamlets had another 100,000 
inhabitants. 

Today three or four peo- 
ple, elderly survivors or six 
families who stayed during 
the occupation, and 40 to 50 
fax-tailed sheep live in the 
two-thirds of Quneitra under 
Syrian control. Today 50,000 
Syrians dwell in 10 raw ce- 
ment box villages in the one- 
third of tbe Golan Israel re- 
turned to Syria when Quneit- 
ra was restored. 

The one-third of Quneitra 
re maining under Israeli con- 
trol is a no-man's land, mined 
and cut off by spike y-rolis of 
barbed wire. In the two- 
thirds of Golan Governorate 
ruled by Israel 18,000 Syrians 
live in five villages clustered 
in the north below the slopes 
of the highest peak in the 
anti-Lebanon range, "J&bal 
Shaikh" or "Mount Her- 
mon,” and 13,000 Israelis in 
32 settlements, some of 
which were built on the rums 
of Syrian villages. 

There are at least 250,000, 
and perhaps as many as 
350,000, Golan refugees liv- 
ing in Syrian towns and dries, 
a powerful pressure group 
demanding the return of their 
lands, if not their homes. 

Last week tbe Syrian offi- 


cial daily Tbhreen reasserted 
its government's traditional 
demand that the whole of the 
Golan must be returned to 
Syria as its price for peace 
with Israel. But this rime tbe 
paper said that “every atom” 
of the Golan had to be re- 
turned. 

This usage was adopted to 
counter the suggestion by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin that he was pre- 
pared for partial “withdrawal 
on" the Golan, rather than 
"withdrawal from" the entire 
occupied area. The demand 
for a pull-out from “every 
atom” was a measure of 
Syria's frustration with the 
lack of progress in 27 mouths 
of negotiations. 

Syria is feeling this frustra- 
tion more than ever now be- 
cause during the summit 
meeting between President 
Hafez AJ Assad and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton on Jan. 
16. Mr. Assad for 

Mr. Clinton what Syria 
meant by "full peace’" — "nor- 
mal relations" including open 
borders, trade, an exchange 
of diplomats and tourism. 
However, Israel failed to de- 
liver the quid pro quo both 
presidents expected in terms 
of defining the extent of 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan. And, to make matters 
worse, U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
stated subsequently that 
Washington would not press 
Israel to make concessions on 
the Golan; indicating that 
even defining its intentions 
would be too great a conces- 
sion for Israel. On Feb. 15, 
the Syrian media, which had 
refrained from criticising die 
U.S. over its refusal to hon- 
our its promise and take an 
active role in peacemaking, 
said that “tbe people of the 


region wait for Bfll Clinton” 
to assume his responsibilities. 

Tbe Golan is important to 
Syria for three reasons. First, 
it is, of course, part of the 
. national patrimony which no 
Syrian government would be 
prepared to cede. 

Second, the Golan, a 
basalt plateau of 1,860 square 
kilometres, 80 kilometres 
long and 15 kilometres wide, 
overlooks the plain of 
Damascus to foe east and foe 
GaHlee region of northern 
Israel to the west. Although 
Israel claims possession of 
the Golan is "essential" to its 
security because Syrian gun- 
ners, before 1967, used to 
shell Jewish settlements in 
northern Israel from the 
plateau, tbe Golan has far 
more strategic importance to 
Syria for Damascus is just 
one hour's drive, 67 
kilometres, along a good 
road. 

Third, the Golan is a well- 
watered fanning area, pro- 
ducing apples and grapes in 
the north, grains in foe centre 
and bananas, citrus and early 
vegetables in the south, near 
Lake Tiberias. 

For Israel, water rather 
than security is of primary 
importance. The Golan is tbe 
catchment area for tbe 
Banias complex of lakes and 
riven located in foe panhan- 
dle at the top of Israel. The 
snows on Jaba! Shaikh- 
Mount Hennon feed Lake 
Tiberias and springs in the 
northern Israel. 

In a report produced in 
1991 by the Jaffee Centre at 
Tel Aviv University, Israeli 
experts demonstrated that 
Israel could withdraw partial- 
ly from both the Golan and 
foe occupied West Bank and 
still retain control over water 
resources in these areas. The 
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report was mippMr*- 1 -- 
October 1993 
mgs were publish!? fold- 
Schif. in the UrL? 
Haaretz. beeS* $•% 
the Likud and 
enunents did not w£h{'fg i 
the impression fon t lQgt{! 
making plans for wifodhnw. 
Tbe report made it dear fo^t 
Israel intends to mamhfoi 
control of not only rivers and 
lak es, but underground 
reservoirs and the environ- 
ment to prevent pollution, of 
sources. And not only in 
Syria, but in Jordan and 
Lebanon as well. The repent 
was accompanied by a map 
Showing the line of 
withdrawal from all but foe 
crucial central portion appo- 
site the old international 
frontier. Such a partial, even 
if substantial, withdrawal is, 
of course, unacceptable to 
Syria which would be pre- 
pared to negotiate mutually 
advantageous arrangements 
for the sharing of water once 
Israel committed itself to the 
return of the whole of the 
Golan to Syria. 

As the saying goes, “There 
can be no Arab-Israeli war 
without Egypt and no peace 
without Syria." TTiis is cer- 
tainly true today because 
Syria, Jordan and Lebanon 
have committed themselves 
to a "comprehensive peace" 
on the Arab front and “com- 
prehensive," complete and 
detailed settlements on their 
local fronts. Unless Syria re- 
ceives the Golan, there will 
be no peace. A Western di- 
plomat says this fret had, 
generally, been accepted by 
foe international c ommuni ty 
and that it was op to Israel to 
make its decision. A “hard” 
decision, because Israel has, 
so for, always, to echo the 
words of King Hussein, 
chosen land over peace. 


By John O wen-Da vies 
Reuter 

•MANADO, Indonesia — 
Hymn singing to the sound of 
guitars pervades the balmy 
night air of this remote but 
bustling northern city in 
•mainly Muslim Indonesia. 

Dutch-style churches with 
deep sloping red roofs 
dominate roads in well- 
ordered Manado. a dty that 
takes pride in religious toler- 
ance. 

“We have no religious 
problems here. Christians 
and Muslims are all together. 
We never fight," said taxi 
driver Arthur Telew. a 60- 
year-old Presbyterian chur- 
chgoer. 

This was echoed by a 24- 
year-old Muslim, an instruc- 
tor in some of the world’s, 
best scuba diving territory 
around pillars of coral in daz- 
zlinely clear waters. 

“We tend to get together 
during Christian and Muslim 
festivals. The fact that 80 per 
cent of the people are Christ- 
ian makes no difference," he 


Tolerance pervades Indonesian city 


said. 

Their words would hearten 
Indonesia’s long-serving 
President Suharto, who has 
said conflict between reli- 
gious groups could damage 
the world’s fourth most popu- 
lous nation. 

Authorities have been 
trying to quell a separatist 
Islamic Rebellion in Sumat- 
ra's northern Aceh province, 
while" they have had a long- 
standing dispute with Batik 
Christians on' Sumatra. 

Manado, a city of 300,000 
people surrounded by volca- 
noes and tropical forests, was 
called by 19th centur/ British 
naturalist Alfred Wallace 
“one of the prettiest in the 
east." It lies at the northern 
tip of the strangely star- 
shaped island of Sulawesi, 
once known as tbe Celebes. 

Christian traditions in the 
dty and other areas of north 
Sulawesi, east of Borneo and 
south of the PhQfopines, fol- 


low several centuries of Por- 
tuguese, Spanish and Dutch 
Domination. 

Most of the rest of 
Sulawesi, bisected by the 
Equator, is 80 per cent Mus- 
lim, jusr below the figure for 
all Indonesia which has an 
estimated 183 million people. 

“We have no reli- 
gious problems 
here. Christians 
and Muslims are 
all together. We 
never fight,” taxi 
driver Arthur 
Telew. 

Paul us Daun, a 50-year-old 
Presbyterian preacher, says 
he and his colleagues occa- 
sionaly get together with 
their Muslim counterparts to 


get to know each other and 
build understanding. 

Mr. Daun, of Chinese ex- 
traction, derided to join the 
church when he became the 
family breadwinner after his 
father died. 

“All I wanted was to get 
money for my life. After get- 
ting money. I felt it was not 
everything. I felt an empti- 
ness so I went into the 
church," he said. 

People in Manado ascribe 
foe religious harmony partly 
to the often-repeated official 
ideology of Pancasila, seen 
by Indonesian leaders as fun- 
damental for unity in the 
diverse archipelago. 

Pancasila’s five" tenets in- 
clude “the belief in one sup- 
reme god” and “democracy 
through deliberation and 
consensus among representa- 
tives.’’ 

Some people in Manado, 
which has sizeable number of 
" Roman Catholics as well as 


Presbyterians, fear an influx 
of foreign tourists following a 
widespread government 

E romotion campaign could 
arm religion. 

"Tourism could be a reli- 
gious problem, especially on 
the moral side. It will be a 
challenge for me,” another 
pastor said. 

Sulawesi, a 1,200 km-long 
island, boasts one of the 
world’s richest collections of 
mammal, bird and marine life 
something on which tourist 
planners "want to capitalise. . 

The first recorded visit by 
Europeans to North Sulawesi 
was around 1520 when a Por- 
tuguese fleet looking for 
cloves and other spices ar- 
rived. It was followed by mis- 
sionaries who set up Indone- 
sia’s oldest chnrch, the 
Evangelical cburch of 
Minahasa. 

Spaniards, from their col- 
ony in the Philippines, later 
exerted control over the 
Minahasa region, now in 
Manado’s hinterland. 
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Verdict uncertain in World Trade Centre bombing 


By Gail Appleson 
Reuter 
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?; NEW YORK — A federal 
jury will begin deliberations 
this week to decide who 
bombed the World Trade 
Centre, but it is far from 
certain whether ail four de- 
fendants will be convicted. 

Although investigators had 
Moved quickly to arrest the 
men for launching the devas- 
tating, attack on New York’s 
twin-tower complex, the fact 
remains that the evidence — 
particularly against two of 
them — is open to interpreta- 
tion. 

The jury is expected to 
begin deliberations just a few 
days before the first 
anniversary of the Feb. 26, 
?993 blast that killed six and 

injured, more than 1 , 000 . 

But prosecutors, hampered 
by a lack of eyewitnesses. 


were forced to build their 
case on a complex chain of 
circumstantial and scientific 
evidence. Because of this, 
legal experts said the verdict 
could rest on whether the 
government convinced the 
fury during closing arguments 
that all of the pieces of the 
puzzle were a perfect fit. 

The four men on trial are 
Mohammad Salameh, Nidal 
Avyad. Ahmad Ajaj and 
Mahmoud Abu Halima. 

There are also two fugi- 
tives named in the case. 
Ramzi Yousef, who prosecu- 
tors allege is the mastermind 
of the deadly plot, and Abdul 
Yasin. 

Summations by- defence 
attorneys are to end Tuesday 
followed by the government’s 
rebuttal and jury instruction. 

Last week, assistant U.S. 
attorney Henry Depippo 
gave a strong summation that 


logically explained how the 
defendants could be linked 
and how they allegedly car- 
ried out the plot. 

But the evidence remains 
weak, particularly against 
Mr. Ajaj, who was in prison 
six months before the blast 
and was not released until 
two days after the explosion. 

Mr. Ajaj was arrested in 
September 1992 when he 
tried to enter the country on 
a flight from Pakistan car- 
rying a false Swedish pass- 
port. Prosecutors allege he 
was travelling with Mr. 
Yousef and that the two plan- 
ned the blast before Mr. 
Ajaj's arrest. 

Authorities found bomb- 
making manuals and anti- 
Jewish pamphlets in Mr. 
Ajaj’s luggage. Tbe materials 
were seized and were in the 
government's possession at 


the time of the blast. 

His lawyer, Austin Cam- 
priello, argued that Mr. Ajaj 
could not nave participated in 
the bombing because he was 
in prison and was “about as 
hermetically sealed as it is 
possible to be." 

The government's case 
against Mr. Abu Halima also 
has problems. A key witness 
who was expected to identify 
Mr. Abu Halima as travelling 
with Mr. Salameh and Mr. 
Yousef the day of the blast 
instead committed a historic 
courtroom blunder by initial- 
ly pointing to a juror instead 
of Mr. Adu Halima. 

In contrast, prosecutors 
were able to produce volumi- 
nous exhibits against Mr. 
Salameh and Mr. Ayyad. 

The evidence supported 
allegations that Mr. Salameh 
rented! both the storage shed 


believed to have held the. 
chemicals used in the explo- 
sion and the Ryder van 
alleged to have carried the 
bomb to the World Trade 
Centre. 

Mr. Salameh had reported 
the van stolen ana was 
arrested after several 
attempts to get his deposit 
back on the van. 

His defence lawyer, 
Robert Predht, said that Mr. 
Salameh was unwitnngly part 
of the deadly scheme. He 
said Mr. Salameh was duped 
by Mr. Yousef “...a ruthless, 
evil genius" who preyed on 
poor, struggling immigrants. 
He said that Mr. Yousef kept 
Mr. Salameh “in the dark" 
about the plot. 

While Mr. Precht’s 
summation was forceful, it is 
unclear whether the jury will 
believe that Mr. Salameh 


could nor have Known what 
was happening. 

In the case of Mr. Ayyad, a 
former chemical engineer, 
prosecutors offered much 
evidence to support allega- 
tions he ordered chemicals, 
including tanks of hydrogen 
gas, believed used in the ex- 
plosion. 

He is also accused of send- 
ing the messages to the news 
organisations taking credit 
for the bombing. 

Mr. Ayyad's lawyer argued 
that his client thought he was 
buying the chemicals for a 
legitimate business being 
started by friends. But there 
was no evidence presented 
during the trial about this 
business and tbe judge chas- 
tised the lawyer for “coming 
out with things which have 
absolutely no basis whatsoev- 
er in the record." 


;|H- 
[Ik- 




....•i-jUr" 

• 11,1 

% 

i I* 1 * 1 ? 
1,1 ,i f - iu^' 


Russia blocks ultimatums 

(Continued from page 1) 



Council. 

But a spokesman for foe 
; Jugoslav army, Colonel 
Stojadinovic, told 
jjf Bosnian Serb news agency 
**NA Tuesday that Belgrade 
■ not stand by if the air- 
were reopened by force, 
because it is too dose to 


avia. 


.Julia lies some 40 
*f|ometpes from the border 
the rump Yugoslavia, 
Ifomprisuig Serbia and Mon- 
[fewgro. 

w If the Tuzla airport were 


reopened by force that would 
mean foat NATO is once again 
exceeding its responsibilities, 
but in this case we would not 
^Ibe indifferent," Mr. Stojadino- 
* vie warned. 

The United States said Tues- 
day that it would not im- 
mediately send peacekeepers 
to Bosnia, as the Russians have 
asked. 

“It’s not something that we 
plan to do. Our position has 
not changed." said White 
House spokeswoman Dee Dee 
Myers. 


Security forces arrest 30 


(Continued from page I) 


Most of Abu NidaJ’s suppor- 
ters are drawn from Palestinian 
students studying abroad, re- 
ports say. The group is also 
known to maintain lies with 
extremist groups in Europe 
and Japan. 

The group was split in 1990- 
91 while in Libya. Some of its 
members were killed and 
others fled after clashes among 
themselves. Some of them set 
up a rival group, which is now 
believed to be based in Iraq 


but has no record of Any ex- 
tremist attacks after moving to 
Baghdad. 

Abu Nidal himself was re- 
ported to have moved out of 
‘Libya following foe split. 

In December. Libyan leader 
Muammar Oadhafi, in a sign of 
renewed defiance against the 
international characterisation 
of his country as a haven for 
extremist groups, invited lead- 
ers of all leftist and under- 


ground groups to attend a con- 
ference in Libya and set up 
bases in the country. It is not 
known whether Abu Nidal 
took up the invitation. 

The local Ai Bilad weekly 
carried a report this week in- 
cluding what it said was a copy 
of a Dec. 22, 1993. letter Abu 
Nidal sent to Colonel Qadhafi 
denouncing the international 
sanctions imposed against 
Libya to pressure it to extra 
dite two Libyans accused of 
bombing Pan Am Right 103 
over Lockerbie. Scotland, in 
1988. 


Algeria 


(Continued on page 10) 

tral printing company for high- 
er pay struck a new blow at the 
press, affecting 25 dailies and 
weeklies. 

The printers, demanding 
higher pay, have been in fruit- 
less negotiations with author- 
ities since October. 

Algeria's press became one 
of.the most lively in foe Arab 
World after riots against one- 
party Marxist rule in 1988 led 
to a brief flowering of demo- 
cratic reforms. 


Beidh mounts diplomatic drive 


(Continued from page I) 


There was no confirmation 
from the north. 

The Amman accord on de- 
centralisation, as demanded by 
the south, was aimed at ending 
a political crisis between Mr. 
Saleh and Mr. Beidh that 
threatened foe unity of the 
country. 

Despite unity, the two 
armies have not merged — 
although northern units have 
been sent south and vice versa 
— and tension has grown with 
troop build-ups along tbe for- 
mer frontier. 

The situation has become 
“explosive,” with a risk of foe 
fighting spreading across foe 
country, a source close to De- 
fence Minister Haifoam Taher 
Kasscm, a southerner, said af- 
ter foe latest clashes. 

Four soldiers were killed and 
10 wounded in foe town of 
Lawdar, 100 kilometres north- 
east of Aden on Monday, di- 
plocatic sources said. 

Southern troops dispatched 
as reinforcements from the 
port of Mukallah fought for 
several hours with a northern 
brigade in a battle involving 
tanks and artillery. 

Three other soldiers died 
Monday when northen' forces 
attacked an administrative 
building held by southern 
troops in Zinjibar, 30 
kilometres east of Aden, and 
the capital of Abyan province, 
the sources said. 

Tension flared in Abyan af- 
ter the president overturned 
foe nomination of a local gov- 
ernor by Prime Minister 
Haidar Abu Bakr AI Attas, a 
southerner. 

A military commission was 


dispatched to Abyan to sort 
out the dispute between the 
rival forces but so far the mis- 
sion has been a failure, foe 
YSP said. 

But GPC officials played 
down reports of tension, saying 
foe situation in Abyan was 
calm after the commission's 
intervention with the backing 
of foe U.S. and French embas- 
sies. 

"The alarming reports from 
the YSP are designed to 
camouflage the actions they 
are taking that are contrary to 
the reconciliation accord,” he 
charged. » 

Washington, Paris and Arab 
capitals have been trying 
mediate in a six-mo nth-gfj 
feud between Yemen’s le adg ra 
that has brought the country to 
foe brink of civil war. 

Mr. Beidh has suggested 
that the more populous [forth 
is trying to dominate the mu?" 
larger south. “ 

On Sunday, Mr. Saleh « 
Mr. Beidh signed a recomJjT 
tion charter in Amman, pkliT 
ing to call army units 
their bases and belatedly 
foe combination of noitheM 
and southern forces promised 
in foe merger. 

But even before the agree- 
ment was signed, Mr. Beidh 
warned that he would not be 
satisfied until all its points were 
implements. 

Mr, Saleh and several Arab 
diplomats have hinted that 
neighbouring Saudi Arabia up- 
set with foe emergence of a 
democratic state in its back- 
yard, may be encouraging the 
south to break away. 
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TOKYO ((R) — Ken-Ichi 


1C. - ??ai, a senior official at 
We ir *»nese Trade Union 


We ir *»nese Trade Union 

£t>(* 'ration (RENGO), 

frov is whenever he reads 
ijew uaper headlines even 
Mi..L ■' *he *"vJitional lifetime 
empioyi system may be 
terminated. 

" . “In this homogeneous coun- 
try, the lifetime employment 
and seniority system has been 
cfeveloped as the most suitable 
labour tradition," Mr. Kuma- 
gaj said. 

a .,“Such tradition aiming to 
maintain the stability of the 
labour market should not be 
discussed emotionally at a time 
iyhen Japan is struggling to get 
qiit of the recession," he says. 

;*The system is a kind of an 
ideology aiming to be fair to all 
uftirkers.” Mr. Kumagai added 
in, a recent interview. 


The reality of the lifetime 
employment and seniority sys- 
tem — in which workers are 
paid by corporate longevity 
rather than merit — is that 
only some 20 per cent of em- 
ployees nowadays stay until 
retirement at the company 
they joined after college. 

Several economists and cri- 
tics say the lifetime employ- 
ment system must change. 

“It is not advantageous for 
workers to stick to the lifetime 
employment and seniority sys- 
tem unless there is a prospect 
that the economy will continue 
to grow," Taichi Sakaiya, an 
ex-international trade and in- 
dustry ministry official, wrote 
in a recent article on the issue. 

Under the system, young 
workers are paid much less 
than they may merit. But if the 
company for which they work 


feces business difficulties, their 
length of service at fixed low 
pay scales works against them, 
Mr. Sakaiya argues. 

This is because, if the com- 
p;my goes under or is forced to 
cut back, affected workers can- 
nc t expect higher salaries from 
ar other prospective employer 
because of the seniority sys- 
l sm. 

Indeed, middle-aged, white- 
collar workers are now the 
target of employment changes 
brought on by the current eco- 
nomic slowdown. They are 
often transferred to affiliated 
companies at lower pay rates 
or offered early retirement. 

"Personnel costs are stiU in- 
creasing despite efforts to cut 
costs," Takeshi Nagano, chair- 
man of the Japan Federation of 
Employers’ Associations (Nik- 
keiren), told a recent seminar. 


Japanese firms are estimated 
to have one million to three 
million of excess workers still 
on their payrolls even though 
their is no real work for them. 
The nation's unemployment 
rate would reach five to six per 
cent — it was just under three 
per cent in December — if 
those excess workers were 
counted. 

“The priority should be put 

on ensuring job security but 

I am concerned that companies 
may eventually make those ex- 
cess workers redundant," Mr. 
Nagano said. 

Japan’s unemployment rate 
rose to 2.9 per cent in Decem- 
ber, the highest level in six and 
a half years. Economists ex- 
pect it to hit 3.5 per cent to 
four per cent later this year. 

One company which is mov- 
ing toward dismantling the life- 


time employment and seniority 
system is Hoya Corp, a maker 
of optical glass and glass for 
semiconductor manufacturing. 

A Hoya spokesman said last 
week the company is consider- 
ing introduction of a new pay 
system based on merit rather 
than seniority, with the aim of 
ensuring profits even if sales 
growth is zero. 

Hoya is also planning to tell 
employees aged 55 and above 
they have to choose between- 
taking a 30 per cent pay cut or 
retirement. 

Earlier, the major machine 
tool maker Okuma Corp. took 
the controversial step of cut- 
ting its retirement age to 56 
from 60 to try to deal with slow 
business in the current econo- 
mic situation. 

Labour unions agreed with 
the decision but it was strongly 


criticised by the labour minis- 
try, which has urged Japanese 
companies to maintain the re- 
tirement age at 60 or above. 

“The retirement age is not 
set down in law, bnt we have 
urged management to make 
efforts to set the age above 60 
as the number of old people is 
growing,” a ministry official 
said. 

Japanese over the age of 65, 
according to published esti- 
mates, mil account for more 
than 21 per cent of the total 
population in 2010 — up from 
14 per cent at present. 

“We asked Okuma to recov- 
er the age to 60 as soon as 
possible,” the labour ministry 
official said. 

Okuma said it would look at 
the situation but made no 
promises, because of the busi* 
ness climate. 


Asia-Pacific region to become 
World’s largest aircraft market 


Russia assures GATT 
economic reforms go on 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Asian 
airlines are expected to acquire 
about 3,000 planes valued at 
$245 billion by 2010, making 
the Asia-Pacific region the 
world’s largest market for com- 
mercial aircraft, according to 
U.S manufacturer Boeing. 

Dick Albrecht, executive 
vice president of the Boeing 
Commercial Airplane Group, 
the world's leading aircraft 
- manufacturer, said his com- 
pany was very active in Asia, 
negotiating with several coun- 
tries, particularly Japan and 
South Korea, to jointly de- 
velop small commercial air- 
planes. 

•Speaking at an aviation con- 
ference sponsored by the 
Financial Tones, he warned 
countries wanting to develop 
their own aviation industry 
that competition was tough in 
an already-crowded field. 

Boeing commands 60 per 
cent of worldwide sales for 
aircraft of over 100 seats, with 
feHow U.S. manufacturer 
McDonnell Douglas at 10 per 
cent. European consortium 


Airbus Industrie has 30 per 
cent of the market. 

The opening of borders in 
several countries has created 
the opportunity to forge new 
partnerships, Mr. Albrecht 
said. 

Australia, Japan, South 
Korea, China, Taiwan and In- 
donesia already provide parts 
for Boeing models, including 
the new B-777 passenger air- 
craft, 20 per cent of which is 
made in Japan. 

Mr. Albrecht underlined the 
importance of the Asian mar- 
ket, speaking before the open- 
ing of the Singapore Air show, 
estimating that sales of all 
makes of aircraft in the region 
would reach $16 billion a year 
between 2000 and 2010. This 
would be the largest growth 
rate in the world. 

Boeing predicts the world's 
growth in air traffic will be ted 
by the Asia-Pacific area, prin- 
cipally from trips within the 
region. Xt will represent 42 per 
cent of world air traffic by 
2010, compared to 25 per cent 
currently, Mr. Albrecht said. 


These figures should boost 
he outlook for aircraft manu- 
facturers, which have suffered 
several cancellations of sales in 
the West over the last few 
years. 

For example, Mr. Albrecht 
said Boeing was only produc- 
ing 21 aircraft per month now, 
compared to 39.5 a month in 
1992, and is preparing to go 
down to 18.5. 

In this region, China and 
Japan represent foe potentially 
largest markets, with Japan 
needing 600 aircraft ($60 bil- 
lion). and China requiring 800, 
often smaller, planes ($40 bil- 
lion), said Mr. Albredit, de- 
scribing China's “appetite” for 
new aircraft. 


In 1993, 15 airline com- 
panies in China took delivery 
of 46 Boeing aircraft, 14 per 
cent of the Seattle, 
Washington-based company’s 
production. 

In 1994, China wQl again 
make np 14 per cent of 
Boeing's total production, be 
added. 


GENEVA (R) — Russia Mon- 
day told the chief of the GATT 
international trade body it was 
determined to press ahead with 
economic reform to ease its 
entry into the world trading 
system. 

An official statement from 
G A TT, the General 
Agreeemnt on Tariffs and 
Trade, said the assurance was 
delivered by Foreign Econo- 
mic Relations Minister Oleg 
Davydov at a meeting with 
Director General Peter Suther- 
land. 

At the meeting, Russia also 
took a step forward in its bid to 
win entry to GATT by present- 
ing documents on Moscow’s 
trade policies for experts to see 
whether they conform to the 
organisation’s rules. 

Russia formally applied for 
membership in June last year. 

The GATT statement said 
that in talks with Mr. Suther- 
land Mr. Da vidov stressed that 
his country “fully intended ot 
pursue its economic reforms in 
order ot facilitate entry into 
the multilateral trading 
system.” 


Widespread doubts have 
emerged on Russia's economic 
policies over the past two 
months as radical reformers 
preaching creation of a full 
market system have left the 
government of Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

GATT is due to be absorbed 
into a new World Trade Orga- 
nisation (WTO) in 1995 under 
the terms of the Uruguay 
Round negotiations which en- 
ded last December. 

It currently has 116 mem- 
bers, including nearly all the 
world's significant trading 
states and entities. 

Russia — with China and 
Taiwan which also have out- 
standing applications — is 
keen to gain entry this year ot 
avoid the possibility of having 
to go through a second lengthy 
procedure to be admitted to 
the WTO. 

The old Soviet Union was 
never a member of GATT, 
often denounced by Moscow’s 
previous communist rulers as a 
capitalist dub created to main- 
tain the West's domination 
.over developing countries. 


MEA 

turns down 
$150 milli on 
Kuwaiti 
offer 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — - 
Middle East Airlines (MEA), 
Lebanon’s financial strapped 
national carrier, has tinned 
down a Kuwait Airways Carp- 
offer to sell it five passenger 
jets as part of a $150 million 
package, MEA said Tuesday. 

Chairman Abdul Hamid 
Fakhoury told the Associated 
Press that the Kuwaiti proposal 
to sell his company die Airbus 
A310s was made earlier in the 
month. 


“We’ve agreed it’s out of the 
question,” he said. 

He gave no reason for 
MEA’s rejection of the 
Kuwaiti offer or disdose any 
details of it 


Angola devalues currency in radical economic reform 


LISBON (AP). — ’ Angola 
slashed the value of fts^quren- 
,ggMonday in a bid fo win 
foreign credit and quell grow- 
ing anger and desperation 
hmong citizens of the poverty- 
ptriken of the southern African 
nation. 

■ .'Die government devalued 
the new kwanza (NK) almost 
30 per cent, from 12,640 NK to 
the U.S. dollar to 17,836 NK, 
the finance ministry 
announced. 

I Further devaluations will 
follow until the state exchange 
fate matches the black market 
rate, now at 120,000 NK to the 
foliar. 

• The devaluations are part of 
in economic reform package 
that indudes price reforms and 
salary increases aimed at 
offsetting Angola's runaway 
inflation, now at 1,200 per 
cent. 


. The plan won cheers from 
tiie World Bank and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fnnd 
(IMF). 

“We pushed Angola for 
years to legitimise its fi- 
nances,” said an international 
finandal advisor by telephone 
from the Angolan capital. “No 
one will lend them a centavo 
until they do.” 

The radical reform comes as 
tire government struggles to 
both finance a costly rivil war 
against UN1TA rebels and pla- 
cate civilians forced by the 
fighting into the refugee- 
swollen capital. 

Although salaries in kwan- 
zas are set at the artificially low 
government rate, prices for 
war-depleted food supplies are 
determined by dollar value on 
the semi-legal black market, 
which controls almost all com- 
merce. 


The huge gap between what 
the government pays and what f 
the black market charges has 
pushed civilians near the brink 
of aimed revolt, aid agendes 
and foreign diplomats warn. 

The currency reform is ex- 
pected to lower black market 
food prices. 

“Unless the government acts 
quickly to alleviate suffering in 
the areas it controls, the day 
UNTTA surrenders will be the 
day the real war breaks out,” 
said a Luanda-based Western 
diplomat. 

Assault rifles, rocket- 
propelled grenades and other 
combat weapons proliferate in 
the crowded shantytowns of 
the capital. 

A treaty signed in 1991 be- 
tween UNTTA — National Un- 
ion for the Total Independence 
of Angola — and the govern- 
ment was supposed to end a 


civil war that broke out cm the 
eve of independence from Por- 
tugal In 1975 and lead the 
fertile, oil-rich nation back to 
prosperity. But war erupted 18 
months later when UNTTA re- 
turned to arms after losing 
Angola's first free elections. 

But many Angolan politi- 
cians who have access to U.S. 
dollars from the National Bank 
and can play the exchange 
rates for a profit have waged a 
bitter fight against the devalua- 
tion. 


analysts uniformly blamed the 


self-interest of corrupt politi- 
cians for Mr. Xirimbimbi’s dis- 


missal and the reversal of his 
reforms. 


But Beirut’s conservative AJ 
Anwar daily reported Tuesday 
that the Kuwaitis had offered 
to sell the A3lQs for $24 mil- 
lion each and to loan MEA $30 
million for operational costs 
and spare parts. 

V. The money was to be repaid 
■from the revenue generated by 
^the Airbuses in monthly in- 
stallments over 10 years at an 
annual interest rate of six per 
cent. 


Former Finance Minister 
Solomao Xirimbimbi was fired 
last March three weeks after 
launching an almost identical 
reform plan that had won high 
marks from world credit in- 
stitutions. 

The government said the 
plan had been pushed through 
without approval, but financial 


But the desperate need for 
foreign credit has made finan- 
cial reconstruction unavoid- 
able, the finandal advisor said. 

Last year, the government 
ran up a record $5.9 billion 
defidt and defaulted on S5.9 
billion in scheduled debt re- 
payment. 

Nearly all the $3 billion in 
petroleum revenues from 
Angola’s oil rich Cabinda en- 
clave have been diverted to- 
ward fighting the war against 
UNTTA. 

Prime Minister Marco lino 
Moco has said that more than 
90 per cent of the 1994 budget 
would be spent on the armed 
forces. 


Kuwait Airways is revamp- 
ing its fleet in the aftermath of 
the 1991 Gulf war and is 
buying new A3 10s and A300- 
600 Rs to replace its older Air- 
buses. 

MEA survived the 1975-90 
Lebanese dvil war relatively 
intact, one of the few state 
institutions to do so. 

But it was fait bard during 
the conflict. Beirut Interna- 
tional Airport, the airline’s 
base, was repeatedly dosed 
during the fighting and was out 
of action for a total of 2V*t 
years. 

It was also boycotted by 
other airlines for being a haven 
for sky pirates for much of that 
time. 



really hate it when you 
treat me like dirt!" 


Andy Capp 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Mike ArgMon 
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Now arrange tne circled leners to 
term live surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Japan lifetime employment system under pressure 


Indian bank workers 
to renew protests 
against privatisation 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Bank 
employees Tuesday threatened 
to disrupt transactions across 
India in a heightened campaign 
against privatisation and the 
closure of loss-making bran- 
dies of state-owned banks, 
trade unionists said. 

Thousands of workers of 
nationalised insurance firms 
and other state-run finandal 
institutions have also dedded 
to join the planned campaign 
by India’s 650,000 bank em- 
ployees, the unionists said in a 
statement. 

The warning came five days 
after a 24-hour strike to protest 
against privatisation, which 
disrupted banking transactions 
worth billions of dollars and 
threw India's finandal sector 
out of gear. 

A joint action committee of 
bank and insurance company 
trade unions said that the re- 
newed campaign induded a 
shutdown on March 30, the 
penultimate day of India's fis- 
cal year. 

"This would be followed by 
two days of agitation in May. 
in addition to a number of 
other forms of protests to be 
launched from next month on- 
wards," the forum of several of 
trade unions said. 

"The stepped-up campaign 
is being launched in view of the 


government’s attitude on pri- 
vatisation, closure of banks, 
insurance offices and bran- 
ches.’' committee chairman P. 
Lakshmi Narasaiah said. 

The trade unions are,, also 
seeking an upward revision of 
wages in the entire financial 
sector, he added after the com- 
mittee had drawn up its protest 
campaign. 

The committee also sought 
support of other trade unions, 
saying the protests should be 
the universal to force the gov- 
ernment to “adopt a path of 
understanding” towards bank 
and insurance company em- 
ployees. 

New Delhi has opened up 
banking to the private sector in 
an effort to revitalise the mori- 
bund industry. 

The government says that 
about 9,000 of the 54,000 bank 
broaches in the vast national- 
ised sector are “chronically 
sick" despite attempts to re- 
vitalise them, but has assured 
trade unions there would be no 
large-scale lay-offs. 

Employees, however, fear 
that growing computerisation 
and banking reforms would re- 
sult in the closure of many 
state-run banks, which are pla- 
gued by complaints of ineffi- 
ciency, unreliability. 




Ranks of African urban 
jobless to double — I LO 


LAGOS (R) — The ranks of Africa's urban unemployed could 
double to 28 million by the end of the decade, an official of the 
U.N.-bankrolled International Labour Organisation (ILO) said. 
Vnemudia Diejomah, ILO regional director, was quoted by the 
News Agency of Nigeria as telling a conference in Lagos the 
number of jobless people in urban Africa was expected to rise 
from 14 million to 28 million by the year 2000. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 23, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

■ Despite minor annoyances in the 
morning, as the day progresses, 
you wOI be able to handle what- 
ever mental or business problems 
that come up in an effective 
manner. Think constructively. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Go to the right sources for the 
data you need. Don't take advice 
from those who are not cognizant 
of all the facts or you will get 
wrong ideas. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Obtain important information 
about a project yon are in- 
terested in before yon go ahead 
with definite plans. Use your 
wisdom and ingenuity. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If 
you handle routine duties in a 
more up-to-date way, you get 
more benefits. Study a new plan 
before making any changes. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don’t neglect important 
tasks early in the day. Try to 
cooperate more with fellow 
associates. Strive for more har- 
mony. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Take care you don’t take on any 
heavy expenditures of money in 
the evening. Allow time to en- 
gage In creative activity so that 
you can have happiness. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Postpone going ahead 
with a new interest you have in 


mind and wait until a better time. 
Evening is fine for recreation and 
has^un. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ben€3)- Improve the foundation 
of your life so you can have 
added abundance in the days 
ahead. Get rid of annonying con- 
ditions so you can have peace of 
mind. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Iron out any prob- 
lems with others in a quiet and 
tactful manner. Seek the com- 
pany of congenials in the evening 
and have pleasant times. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You have to 
use careful thought in handling 
monetary affairs today. Use your 
intuitive faculties for best results. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Use a different atti- 
tude in handling a puzzling situa- 
tion and you get better results. 
Relax in the company of good 
friends tonight. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You have hidden 
desires that need more study 
before you pursue them. Strive 
for increased happiness with the 
one person you are fond of. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Some of your friends may 
have problems so be to give a 
helping hand. Show others yon 
have practical wisdom in any 
situation which comes up. 


THE Daily Crossword by Richard 1 


ACROSS 
1 Shore 
G Spicy stew 
10 Ticked off 

14 Sprightly 

15 “The Jungle 
Book" Star 

16 Stale strongly 
IT Stan of 1st 

Emerson quote 

20 Pierce 

21 Land: aDbr. 

22 Becomes 
smarter 

23 in a tizzy 

25 German basin 
2G Start of 2nd 
Emerson quote 

32 — pneumonia 

33 On tne — (not 
speaking) 

34 Nosh 

36 Boning great 

37 Deck suit 

39 PutJbrew 

40 Seine 

41 Fiber food 

42 Mongol 
44 End of 2nd 

Emerson quote 
46 Carry 

49 Way to learn (by) 

50 Actor Alan 

53 Trip type 

54 Hemingway 
58 End of i$t 

Emerson quote 

61 Para pal 

62 Emerald isle 

63 Devoutness 

64 umouciiabie 
Eliot 

65 Decimal points 

66 High spots 



tntww Mara, S«mCH i r* 

Mhffitj noMTVM 


8 Han-of-Fame 
coach. Hank 
S Lives longer 
Irian 

10 vast desert 

11 Concluded 

12 Bridie strap 

13 Fouls up 

18 Thames town 

19 Wild ducks 

24 “For Me and 
My 

25 Ignore 

26 Tennis' Lendl 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


> Coulee and 

Boulder 
2"— no kick 
from... 

3 1492 vessel 

4 Country muw 
group 

5 that girt 

6 New York 
dty 

7 Cowardly non 


28 Sch. subi. 

29 Hun 

30 Sard s twiow 
3t — Lama 

35 Tenure 

37 Like Umar 
surface 

38 Narrow path 
*1 Chap. <n 

Chetsea 

42 Dynamite kin 

43 Stente 


ubhb nom dudd 
^ njnn noinn nnnna 
nnnnn 

□oonmGcaHcinnn 

„oiiqb nnu rann 
nggaonnncncinnQB 

gng Duo HiTTTfl 

Bonoo nnir 
BBnnanriEGiaQB 
nnmrJH RnQlUDBEIF30 
cinnn 

plOnc i I3HI1B BDRre 


45 Engraves 

46 Periodicals 

47 Timber 

50 Fed. agt 

51 Rule or run 
62 "How 

sweet — r 


S3 Sand signals 

55 Attention-getter 
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Fiat unions accept 
loss of 16,500 jobs 

ROME (AFP) — Fiat managers and trade unions have agreed on 
a new plan for shedding about 16,500 jobs within the company but 
without forced departure, the two sides said Tuesday. 

The agreement was reached during Monday night at the end of 
a day of intensive talks. The plan put forward by management had 
been drafted with help of Labour Minister Gino Giugni. 

But the main engineering workers' union, the FIOM-CGIL, 
which is dose to the former Communist Party, retained the right 
to consult its members during the next days before giving its final 
approval. 

The other unions, the FIM-CtSL. the UILM-UIL and the 
FI-SMIC, signed the document. 

Under the agreement 6,600 people are to rake early retirement, 
4,100 to be iaid off, and 8,600 are to enter into special terms of 
employment permitting 3.500 of their jobs to be retained. 

The company undertook to develop a car, with state help, 
designed to reduce damage to the ecology. Research for this was 
estimated to cost 450 billion lire (S265 million). 

The negotiations on the reduction of employment had begun in 
September and had been interrupted on Jan. 16 because the 
trades unions held that the plan proposed initially by management 
tfidnot provide sufficient social support. 
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U AE to enforce 
intellectual property 
law next month 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
will in March enforce laws to 
protect intellectual and indust* 
rial property, warning thai 
strict measures will be taken 
against violators. 

The move follows pressure 
from the United States, which 
says it is losing billions of 
dollars in the UAE and other 
oil-rich Gulf states due to pira- 
cy in trade involving books, 
tapes, computer software and 
other products. 

A special department for the 
protection of intellectual prop- 
erty has been set up at the 
finance and industry ministry 
and it will begin operations at 
the end of March, a ministry 
official said Tuesday. 

“The department will pro- 
vide protection for intellectual 
property, including patents 
registered for the first lime in 
the UAE on those which are 
registered abroad and accre- 
dited by the UAE.” the under- 
secretary for industrial affairs, 
Jaafar A1 Fardan, told Al 
Khaleej newspaper. “The 
establishment of this unit will 
resolve differences with other 
countries on intellectual and 
industrial property.” 

“It will also boost confi- 
dence in the local market and 
strengthen the economy as it 
will restore discipline to the 
market and stop imitation and 


fraud." he said. 

The project follows the in- 
troduction of trade mark pro- 
tection laws fast year after in- 
tensive negotiations with the 
United States. 

t t « officials held more 
talks in the UAE last month on 
industrial property ■ and said 
such laws were needed to pre- 
vent losses and increase trade 
between the two sides. 

Washington has also urged 
other members of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) to 
enforce protection laws. Most 
members have trade mark or 
industrial property laws but 
they arc incomplete or not 
strictly enforced. 

The United States has said 
the absence of such laws was 
hindering trade with the region 
and was inflicting losses on 
U.S. companies worth over S3 
billion a year. 

The problem has prompted 
it to place the UAE and other * 
Gulf states on the watch list, 
which bars some of their ex- 
ports to U.S. markets. 

GCC states — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Kuwait. Oman. 
Qatar and the UAE — are 
among the leading markers for 
U.S. products, with imports of 
more than $9 billion a year. 

Gulf Arab exports to the 
United States, mostly crude 
oil. exceeded SI5 billion in 
1992. 


Air Canada losses 
remain substantial 

MONTREAL (AFP) — Air Canada, the larger of Canada’s 
two finan ciall y troubled major airlines, has announced (hat it 
recorded a net loss of 326 million ($241 million) last year. This 
tr ansla ted to 4.23 dollar (S3. 15) per share and compared to the 
1991 loss of 454 million dollars ($336 million) on 6.13 dollars 
($4.5) per share. More than half of the 1992 losses — 187 
million dollars ($130 million) — was attributed to “significant 
onfc-tyne provisions, including 60 million dollars for the GPS 
Group aviation leasing company. 31 million dollars for Air 
Canada’s share of the Gemini Partnership Computerised 
Reservations System which is to be dissolved this year, and 
staff reduction provisions totalling 76 million dollars. On the 
plus side. Air Canada reported improved revenues and 
reduced operating costs last year* 
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U.S. central bank chief suggests 
further increases in interest rates 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States is facing its best 
economic prospects in de- 
cades, but higher interest rates 
will be needed to keep infla- 
tion at bay, Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan 
said Tuesday. 

In the Federal Reserve’s 
semiannual report to the U.S. 
Congress, Mr. Greenspan de- 
fended the central bank's deci- 
sion to boost short-term in- 
terest rates earlier this month 
for the first time in five years. 

He termed the agency's deci- 
sion to increase its target for 
the federal funds rate, the in- 
terest that banks charge each 
other, from three per cent to 
3.25 per cent, as a slight 
change that in no way 
threatened the current recov- 
ery. 

Indeed, he said in testimony 
before rhe House Banking 
Subcommittee on economic 
growth that the central bank’s 
action was taken to “preserve 
and protect the ongoing econo- 
mic expansion by forestalling a 
future destabilising buildup of 
inflationary pressures... we 
viewed our move as low-cost 
insurance.” 


However, the Federal Re- 
serve decision has come under 
heavy criticism in Congress, 
where lawmakers have noted 
pointedly that it triggered a 
one-day drop of 96 points in 
the Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age and had pushed long-term 
interest rates to their highest 
level in seven months. 

Paul Kanjorski, chairman of 
the subcommittee, said that it 
was clear that stock and bond 
traders, not to mention mem- 
bers of Congress, had been 
extremely unsettled by the 
agency's decision. 

“Like many Americans. 1 
am concerned that the Federal . 
Reserve’s action may impede 
or even end our slow economic 
recovery,” he told Mr. Greens- 
pan. 

But the chairman of the cen- 
tral bank said in his testimony 
that if history was any judge, 
“real short-term rates are more 
likely to have to rise than fall 
from here.” 

He was vague in the timing 
of any future rate hikes, 
saying, “1 cannot, however, 
tell you at this time when any 
such rise would occur.” He 
said that the Federal Reserve 


would continue to monitor 
economic developments close- 
ly in timing its rate increases. 

The White House had no 
immediate comment on Mr. 
Greenspan’s testimony, but 
spokeswoman Dee Dec Myers 
said before his appearance that 
the administration wanted to 
keep interest rates low. 

“The continuation of low 
interest rates has (helped) get 
the economy going again,” Ms. 
Myers told reporters. "We 
hope that long-term interest 
rates stay low." 

Many private economists be- 
lieve the central bank will 
boost short-term rates by a 
- quarter point at least once ev- 
ery three months through the 
rest of the year, continuing the 
pattern of gradual rate changes 
that has been a hallmark of the 
Federal Reserve under Mr. 
Greenspan. 

In its reports, the central 
bank predicted that the eco- 
nomy, as measured by the 
gross domestic product, would 
expand at a moderate pace of 
around three per cent to 3.25 
per cent this year, with con- 
sumer prices rising by about 


three per cent. 

Both forecasts are in line 
with predictions of the Ginron 
administration and many pri- 
vate economists. 

While long-term interest 
rates have risen slightly since 
the agency’s move on Feb. 4, 
Mr. Greenspan suggested that 
the markets may be unduly 
concerned that the economy 
was growing too fast in the 
final three months of the 
yeare. He said the economy 
was already showing signs of 
slowing from that unsustain- 
able rate, which some private 
forecasters say could have hit 
seven per cent. 

Speaking of the favourable 
combination of moderate 
growth and continued low in- 
flation, Mr. Greenspan said,’ 
“the outlook, as a result of 
subdued inflation and still low* 
long-term interest rates, is the 
best we have seen in decades. ”■ 

Even with the United States 
enjoying the lowest inflation 
rates since the mid-1960s, Mr. 
Greenspan took a tough line 
about the future, saying “when 
it comes to inflation expecta- 
tions, the nearer zero the bet- 
ter.’’ 


Kuwait advises local bank reform 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's 
central bank, spearheading a 
drive to improve regulation 
and supervision, has 3dvised 
some local bunks to consider a 
range of reforms including 
mergers, foreign participation 
or better management prac- 
tice. 

Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz Al 
Sabah said some bank manage- 
ments had improved in line 
with his “step by step” drive to 
raise standards, while others 
still had room for improve- 
ment. 

The whole question of re- 
form was entirely up to the 
banks and the central bank 
would not interfere, but it 
would advise, he said in an 
interview with Reuters Sun- 


day. 

“We’ll advise that ’you are 
in a position that you are really 
in need to do something for 
your bank, increase your capit- 
al base, change your manage- 
ment , think about merger, 
think about foreign participa- 
tion’. It’s a mix as a matter of 
fact,” he added. 

Sheikh Salem has in the past 
said the large number of local 
banks — six commercial 
banks, two specialist banks and 
a branch of a partly-Kuwaiti 
owned foreign bank and an 
Islamic finance firm — does 
not match the smali 1.5 million 
population. 

Once among the most 
buoyant in the Gulf, some 
Kuwaiti banks have suffered 


stagnant earning due to the 
problems and losses linked to 
Iraq’s 1990/91 occupation. 
Economists say some are over- 
staffed and credit discipline has 
sometimes been lax. 

Since Kuwait's 1991 Gulf 
war liberation from Iraqi o- u- 
patin. Sheikh Salem has .ck- 
led some of the shorter lings 
by enforcing of international 
accounting standards, capital 
adequacy requirements -nd 
credit concentration sta jards. 

The cabinet in December 
passed a bill allowing citizens 
of Saudi Arabia. Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates to own up to 49 
per cent of local banks. 

This bill and proposals to 
allow non-GCC banks to own 


up to 40 per cent of local banks 
would need parliamentary 
approval. 

Asked whether the manage- 
ment practices of some banks 
might deter some foreign 
banks from buying in io them, 
he replied: 

“Let us be frank, I think 
there are good K ' man- 
agement levels a.i v * ;<--re are 
some Kuwaiti management 
which need some improver 
mem. Whatever will be the 
case, the better we can im- 
prove the management, the 
better for the bank itself.”; 

“It is the responsibility of 
the shareholders. If they want- 
to maintain such kind of man- 
agement, well, let them do it, 1 ’, 
he added. 
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S. African right set on boycott 
despite spate of concessions 


. OHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
The conservative Freedom 
Alliance appeared determined 
Tuesday to boycott the coun- 
try’s first all-race election de- 
spite a spate of concessions on 
its demands for a federal South 
Africa. 

'Alliance Chairman Rowan 
Cronje said increased powers 
■for the country's nine new pro- 
vinces, approved at a special 
sitting Monday of the multi- 
party negotiating council, did 
not to go far enough. 

“The powers look more 
suited to local government,” 
Mr. Cronje said of the latest 
concessions, which further li- 
mited central authority over 
provincial administrations. 

The Alliance — the Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party 
(tFP), the white right-wing 
Afrikaner Volksfront and the 
Bophutbatswana black home- 
land — says it will boycott the 
April 26-28 election because it 
believed the constitution to 
come into effect after the vote 
is “fatally flawed.” 

- Ed Tibet, an 1FP spokes- 
man, said he would comment 
only after his party's Central 
Committee had studied the 
latest “so-called concessions.” 

'President F.W. De Klerk, 
meanwhile, was scheduled to 
meet Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini in Pretoria later 


Tuesday, the king's spokesman 
said. 

It will be the fourth meeting 
in five weeks between the two 
men and the first since King 
Zwelithini, at a session in Dur- 
ban on Feb. 14, demanded the 
restoration of his kingdom in 
its pre-colonial boundaries. 

Mr. De Klerk has been 
trying to persuade the king, a 
dose ally of IFP leader Man- 
gosuthu Buthe lea, to accept 
the constitutional compromL- 
and encourage his supporters 
to join the democratic process. 

An official announcement 

Tuesday said South Africa’s 
white-dominated parliament 
would reconvene in Cape 
Town next week to enact the 
latest compromises — despite 
the Alliance's lukewarm recep- 
tion — as amendments to the 
constitution. 

A senior member of the par- 
liamentary secretariat said 
legislators would debate the 
amendments Monday and 
Tuesday, with the session poss- 
ibly lasting through Wednes- 
day. 

The compromise was out- 
lined by African National Con- 
gress (ANC) President Nelson 
Mandela last week, and im- 
mediately endorsed by Mr. De 
Klerk. 

The negotiating council re- 


convened to approve the pack- 
age, which gives provinces 
stronger federal guarantees 
and provides for a double- 
ballot election system that will 
allow voters to choose, if they 
wish, the lists of separate par- 
ties for the national and re- 
gional parliaments. 

The council approved an 
additional concession to the 
alliance: An amendment 
allowing provincial laws to pre- 
v=r 9ai^-o^r national legislation 
and guaranteeing that the cen- 
tral government will not dimin- 
ish the powers of the pro- 
vinces. 

To allow negotiators extra 
time to reach agreement, the 
council also amended the elec- 
toral act to extend, until March 
4, the already expired Feb. 12 
deadline for parties to register 
for the election. 

Chief ANC negotiator Cyril 
Ramaphosa said Tuesday that 
the alliance now had no excuse 
not to participate in the poll. 

“We've actually given them 
an arm and a leg,” Mr. 
Ramaphosa said in a radio 
interview. 

Chief government nego- 
tiator Roelf Meyer said after 
the amendments were 
approved late Monday that all 
the demands foe alliance had 
made in December had now 


Australian French right inflghts 


spies said 
to work 

against 

Australia 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia has 
rejected calls for an inquiry 
Into allegations its spies work- 
ed for Britain’s Mlo in opera- 
tions that compromised Au- 
stralia's interests. 

Two unidentified former 
members of the Australian 
Secret Intelligence Service 
(ASIS) told Australian Broad- 
casting Corporation's Four 
Comers television programme 
Monday the service needed to 
be 'made accountable -for its 
actions. 

The allegations sparked calls 
for a judicial inquiry into 
ASIS, an organisation in exist- 
ence for four decades but only 
made public in 1977. 

“The only way to get to the 
bottom of foe allegations is to 
have an independent inquiry, 
preferably of the judicial 
type” said opposition lawmak- 
er Andrew Peacock. 

As Australia’s foreign minis- 
ter between 1975 and 1980, 
Mr. Peacock was responsible 
for ASIS. 

But Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans Tuesday rejected calls 
for an inquiry. “There's a need 
to trust foe minister with a 
thing like ASIS.” Mr. Evans 
told a ruling Labour Party 
caucus meeting Tuesday. 

The two spies made a num- 
ber of allegations in backing 
their call for more accounta- 
bility and an inquiry into ASIS. 

“These people know that 
they wifi never be scrutinised,” 
said one spy who had been 
trained by Britain’s M16 in 
1976. 

“In a democracy when you 
have an organisation that is 
exempt from foe law... and 
never been disciplined you 
have in effect foe beginnings of 
a thought police,” he said. 

One of the spies said rivalry 
between Australian spies and 
diplomats resulted in an Au- 
stralian diplomat “blowing” 
the cover of an Iraqi spy close 
to President Saddam Hussein 
who was seeking to defect only 
months before foe Gulf War in 
1991. 

“His information would 
have been of critical value to 
not just Australia, but foe en- 
tire west,” said one of the 
Spies, named Officer 2 on the 
programme. 

He said he believed the Iraqi 
was killed after an Australian 
diplomat deliberately revealed 
his identity on an open tele- 
phone line from Delhi to Can- 
berra. 

The other Australian spy 
said a U.S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency officer offered 
to assassinate an Australian 
diplomat who had “blown" the 
Australian's cover in Egypt. 

“He was amazed that some- 
thing like this could happen. 
He offered... to bring that 
situation with that official to a 
pretty rapid termination,” said 
Officer 1. 

The two said ASIS spies 
were sent to Hong Kong and 
Kuwait to electronically bug 
business and government 
offices to help Britain gain a 
commercial advantage. 


over presidential polls 


PARIS (AFP) — French con- 
servative politicians are fight- 
ing among themselves to be 
candidate of foe right in pres- 
idential elections scheduled for 
May, 1995, forgetting a pious 
pledge to unite behind a single 
leader. 

The infighting began in ear- 
nest Monday when former 
President Valery Giscard d’Es- 
taing announced his Union for 
French Democracy (UDF) 
would present its own candi- 
date. The centre-right UDF is 
junior partner to the Gaullist 
Rally for foe Republic (RPR) 
that trounced foe Socialists in 
last March’s legislative elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Giscard dTEstaing, 68, 
who did not specifically state 
be would stand, thus reneged 
on an agreement with practi- 
cally all the right-wing parties 
to hold “primaries” to agree 
on a single candidate. 

Such “primaries” would in- 
evitably have led to selection 
of a candidate from foe RPR, 
the biggest party in parliament, 
analysts said, but would have 
avoided a damaging contest 
in the first round of the 
prcssdeiaiak. The^econd round 
is fought by the two best- 
placed candidates after eli- 
mi natio n of foe rest. 

But the RPR is also split, 
with Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur, 64, and RPR creator 
and President Jacques Chirac, 
60, bidding to be candidate. 

The conflict is not yet in the 
open, but has been increasing- 
ly hinted at by supporters of 
one or the other, and takes on 
a new dimension after a sharp 
fall in Mr. Bahadur’s popular- 
ity, indicating that bis excep- 
tional ten-month honeymoon 
period could be over. 

Mr. Balladnr remains 


however by far foe most popu- 
lar premier for years, but be 
dropped ten points to 58 per 
cent in a poll by the Sofires 
Institute lab week and there 
were sharp falls in other polls. 

The falls did not benefit Mr. 
Chirac, however. In foe Sofres 
poQ he dropped four points to 
34 per cent. 

Mr. Bafladur’s slide is seen 
by some as a reflection of his 
handling of sometimes violent 
protest movements and his in- 
ability to make a serious dent 
in foe more than three million 
unemployed. 

Since last October, the 
prime minister has given way 
to the protesters, capitulating 
first to Air France strikers by 
withdrawing a draconian res- 
tructuring plan for the Idss^ 
malrfyig airline. 

In January, a massive de- 
monstration by more than 
600,000 teachers and students 
against a reform plan forced its 
abandonment and last month, 
foe government gave way to 
violent protests by French 
fishermen protesting cheap im- 
ports. 

Other centre-right leaders 
such as Senate speaker Rene 
Monory and Housing Minister 
Herve De Charette share Mb. 
Giscard D’Estaing’s view that 
the UDF should have a sepa- 
rate candidate and have re- 
fused to board foe Balladur 
bandwagon. 

But some UDF leaders have 
opened Mr. Bahadur's cam- 
paign on his behalf. Last De- 
cember Health Minister 
Simone Veil and Defence 
Minister Francois Leotard 
came out pubtidy for a Baha- 
dur candidacy, as opinion poQ 
after opinion poll showed that 
UDF voters preferred the 
prime minister to anyone else. 


Hosokawa favours 5-party 
electoral alliance — report 


TOKYO (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa 
has instructed his top aides to 
consider foe possibility of an 
alliance of five other ruling 
coalition parties within the 
lower house, a report said 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Hosokawa gave the in- 
struction earlier this month in a 
move to eventually unite his 
Japan New Party (JNP) with 
SaJdgake (Harbinger), Shin- 
serto (Japan Renewal Party), 
Buddhist-backed Komeito, foe 
Social Democratic Party (SDP) 
and the Democratic Socialist 
Party (DSP), the Mainichi 
newspaper said, quoting JNP 
executives. 

Mr. Hosokawa's proposal 
marks a shift from bis previous 
calls for having a multi-party 
system in Japan and shows his 
inclination to have a two-party 
system, which is also favoured 
tty Shinseito and Komeito, the 
Mainichi said. 

The Mainichi said in a front- 
page article that the move was 
aimed at combatting the 
largest opposition group, the 
Liberal Democratic party 
(LDP), at the next elections. 

However, foe proposal runs 
counter to the views of SaJti- 
gake leader and Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Masayoshi Take- 
mura, who favours- a multi- 
party system which is also 


favoured by the coalition's big- 
gest force, the SDP. 

SDP Secretary General 
Wataru Ichikawa is advocating 
three blocs in Japan’s political 
sphere of influence — foe 
LDP, an alliance between 
Shinseito and Komeito, and a 
coalition among the SDP, the 
DSP and Saldgake. 

The daily predicted that 
Hosokawa’s fresh proposal 
would affect a planned cabinet 
reshuffle. 

Mr. Hosokawa told the low- 
er house Budget Committee 
Monday be intended to go 
ahead with the reshuffle short- 
ly, after foe government for- 
mally works out compromise 
bills on dispnted anti- 
corruption measures. 

Mr. Hosokawa has reiter- 
ated his call for Japan to re- 
view its basic defence policy in 
view of the vastly changed in- 
ternational situation, press re- 
ports said Tuesday. 

Speaking at a meeting of the 
Budget Committee Monday, 
Mr. Hosokawa said Japan's 
basic defence policy had 
changed little in the nearly 20 
years since its adoption. 

“In the new era, we need to 
a^nsider again from foe basics, 
including what our basic de- 
fence forces should be,” the 
Nihon Keizai Daily quoted him 
as saying. 


been addressed. 

An upsurge in political and 
criminal violence, in which at 
least 51 people have died since 
Saturday, lent urgency to 
efforts to reach an all-inclusive 
settlement. 

More than 14,000 people 
have been killed since Presi- 
dent De Klerk , started to dis- 
mantle apartheid in early 1990. 

The leader of the pro- 
apartheid Conservative Party, 
Ferdi Haraenberg, said forma- 
tion of the VolkStaat did not 
guarantee Afrikaners a white 
homeland. 

“We are not going to take 
part in the election. It is the 
most important pressure 
mechanism we can exercise be- 
cause if so many peoples don't 
take part, then it's just another 
proof that there’s no solu- 
tion,” he said in a television 
interview. 

ANC leaders have said they 
were willing to negotiate with 
the Conservatives, but have 
stated there could be no 
u compromise on tbe basic 
principles of racial equality and 
majority rule. 

Mr. Buthelezi, leader of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party and i 
one of the key members of the i 
alliance, reaffirmed at a rally , 
Sunday that he would boycott 
foe election. 1 

-- i 

EU inches 
closer to 
enlargement 
deal 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) ministers 
moved a step closer to bringing 
Austria, Finland, Norway and 
Sweden into the union here 
Tuesday by making a new offer 
on development aid. 

European affairs ministers 
offered annual aid of 175 mil- 
lion ECU ($192 million) to 
under-developed areas in Fin- 
land, Norway and Sweden — 
10 per cent less than they had 
asked. 

But tbe EU ministers were 
still battling to reach com- 
promise over access to fisheries 
resources ahead ~ of meetings * 
later Tuesday with their coun- 
terparts from the four appli- 
cant countries. 

Several other problem areas 
remained after a year of nego- 
tiations — notably concerning 
agricultural prices and Au- ■ 
stria’s strict limits on polluting 
truck traffic across the Au- 
strian Alps. 

“These are issues which 
could still stop the talks,” a 
British official warned. 

The obstacles involved 
essentially fish and money, 
with Spain trying to wring a 
high entry price from foe appli- 
cant countries to fund develop- 
ment in the HU'S poorest coun- 
tries. 

The EU ministers resumed 
negotiations Tuesday after 
breaking up after midnight 
Monday without agreeing on 
an overall strategy with which 
to confront foe applicants. 

EU officials said Finland and 
Sweden were closest to 
reaching a compromise over 
membership terms, with Au- 
stria and Norway posing grea- 
ter difficulties. 
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Seoul optimistic on nuclear inspections 

SEOUL (R) South Korea wants talks with the United In a complicated statement, 

said Tuesday it was optimistic States together with the inspec- North Korea said Monday it 

foe Communist North would tions,” be said. was not agreeing to ad hoc or 

keep its promise to allow the North Korea’s agreement routine inspections under the 
inspection of seven nuclear last week with the IAEA does IAEA’s normal procedures. 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
said Tuesday it was optimistic 
foe Communist North would 
keep its promise to allow the 
inspection of seven nuclear 
sites if the West did not press 
for further concessions. 

North Korea, under poten- 
tial threat of U.N. sanctions, 
last week backed down from a 
year-long refusal and said it 
would let International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) in- 
spectors into plants where foe 
West suspected nuclear arms 
were being developed. 

But Pyongyang's insistence 
that inspections should hinge 
upon talks with the United 
States, and a Washington 
riposte that it would insist on 
“inspection first, talks later,” 
cooled initial optimism that a 
breakthrough was imminent. 

“The North is worried that 
foe IAEA and the world are 
demanding more than what it 
has agreed to,” said a senior 
Seoul government source, who 
asked not to be identified. 

“That is why the North 


wants talks with the United 
States together with the inspec- 
tions,” be said. 

North Korea’s agreement 
last week with tbe IAEA does 
not include two rites that ex- 
perts say are crucial to deter- 
mining whether Pyongyang is 
making atomic bombs. 

Gaining access to those sites 
is supposed to be a focus of 
senior-level talks between foe 
United States and North Korea 
that Washington now wants to 
delay until after the IAEA 
inspections have started. 

Washington has been lead- 
ing a diplomatic effort to de- 
fuse the crisis over Pyon- 
gyang’s suspected atomic 
bomb project by wooing North 
Korea off the nuclear route 
through promises of diplomatic 
normahsation and trade links. 

The Seoul government 
source said Pyongyang wanted 
to ensure the world understood 
foe extent of inspections to 
which it had agreed and did not 
want to be pressured about the 
two additional rites. 


It said it had merely agreed 
to “inspection proper to the 
specific status of (North 
Korea) after its temporary sus- 
pension of its declared with- 
drawal from the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty (NPT).” 
the statement said. 

Meanwhile North Korea's 
ambassador to China, Chu 
Chang-Jun, has been recalled 
to Pyongyang for consulta- 
tions as the issue of nuclear 
facilities in North Korea re- 
mained deadlocked, foe South 
Korean News Agency Yonhap 
reported Tuesday. 

Yonhap, quoting diplomatic 
sources in Beijing, said Mr. 
Chu had returned to Pyon- 
gyang “mid-February” to dis- 
cuss tbe nuclear issue and the 
impending visit to China of 
South Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam. 


India warns Pakistan on Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
a's parliament sent a hands-off 
Kashmir warning to Pakistan 
Tuesday, accusing Islamabad 
of fanning a violent Muslim 
guerrilla war in the disputed ' 
state. _ • 

An all-party resolution 
unanimously adopted by both 
houses of foe legislature asked 
Pakistan to stop its support for 
foe campaign and vacate foe 
northern third of Kashmir it 
holds. 

It voiced India's resolve to 
“firmly counter all designs 
against its unity, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity." 

Kashmir, it said, “has been, 
is, and shall be an integral part 
of India and any attempts to 
separate it from foe rest of the 


country will be resisted by In- 
dia by all necessary means.” 

The resolution was adopted 
without discussion as members 
of the youth wing of Prime 
&f Minister P.V.. Narasimha 
:: fRao’s rulmgCongress (T) Party 
■^staged a 'demonstration near 
foe Pakistani embassy here. 

Some 200 activists chanted 
anti-Pakistan slogans and 
burned Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto in effigy at the demon- 
stration organised to protest 
Pakistani backing for Kashmiri 
Muslim guerrillas, witnesses 
said. 

The parliamentary resolu- 
tion, adopted by a show of 
hands by MFs from all parties 
said: “Any attempt from any 
quarter to interfere in the in- 


ternal affairs of India will be 
met resolutely.” 

It was the latest salvo in a 
bitter verbal duel between the 
two countries, which have 
fought two wars over Kashmir 
since, the .subcontinent won in- 
dependent from British rule 
in 1947. 

Pakistan holds the northern 
third of foe Muslim-majority 
state, whose Hindu Mahara- 
jah joined India after the sub- 
continent’s partition into India 
and Pakistan. 

Tensions between the two 
neighbours have increased 
since Muslim militants in the 
Indian-controlled southern 
two-thirds of Kashmir laun- 
ched an armed struggle for 
secession four years ago. 


Broad-based government to be formed 
in Rwanda despite minister’s murder 


KIGALI (AFP) — Rwandan 
politicians prepared to set up a 
transitional administration in- 
cluding former rebels Tuesday, 
despite the overnight murder 
of a government minister and 
street protests against the plan. 

Public Works and Energy 
Minister Feliden Gatabazi, a 
leading member of the Social 
Democratic Party opposed to 
President Juvenal Habyarima- 
na, was shot dead late Mon- 


day, Radio Rwanda reported. 

Parliamentary police said 
Mr. Gatabazi was assassinated 
outride his home by gunmen 
waiting nearby. The killers, 
who have not been identified, 
escaped after foe attack. 

Mr. Gatabazi was a Hutu 
from the south of Rwanda, 
where power is in foe hands of 
Hutus from the north. The 
rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(FPR) representing the Tutsi 


ethnic minority waged a three- 
year war on foe authorities 
until a peace pace was signed 
last August. 

A spokesman for the U.N. 
Assistance Mission (Minuar) 
here declared Tuesday that the 
inauguration of the transitional 
government and parliament 
was set to go ahead despite the 
kilting and protest demonstra- 
tions. 


China, U.K. start talks on Hong Kong defence sites 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Chinese and British nego- 
tiators Tuesday started another 
four-day round of negotiations 
over foe future use of Hong 
Kong's military rites. 

Chinese and British experts 
from the Joint Liaison Group 
(JLG) set up to oversee the 
British colony’s transition to 
Chinese rule in 1997, met for 
four hours Tuesday. 

Before foe meeting, both 
team leaders Luo Jiahuan and 
Alan Paul said they hoped the 
two sides would soon settle 
their outstanding differences. 

The 14th round of negotia- 
tions, which began eight years 
ago, were expected to cover 
issues such as the future use of 
some military sites, and Chi- 
na’s request to expand naval 
facilities to include a military 
hospital for the Chinese Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army — to be 
built at Hong Kong’s expense. 

The last bilateral meeting of 
defence experts was held on 
Dec. 21-23 but only limited 
progress was made. 

Tbe negotiations have not 
been affected by Beijing’s deci- 
sion in December to break off 
talks with London on Hong 
Kong's political future after 
Governor Chris Patten intro- 
duced an electoral reform bill 
to the Legislative Council 
against China's wishes. 


On Monday, Jim Morris, de- 
puty secretary for security, told 
legislators that Chinese troops 
would be left as little land as 
possible when the British garri- 
son withdraws. 

He said the government 
wanted to see a large portion 
of military land handed back 
for redevelopment to maximise 
benefits for ordinary people. 

Britain has already started 
withdrawing its troops from 
Hong Kong. 

Meanwhile, Legislators are 
set to debate and approve 
Governor Patten's democratic 
reforms Wednesday, but in the 
long run, few in Hong Kong 
believe the changes will matter 
very much once China takes 
back the British colony in 
1997. 

The long-awaited debate of 
stage one of the reforms which 
Mr. Patten first put forward 16 
months ago — to thunderous 
outrage from Beijing — is like- 
ly to run well into the night. 

But political analysts agree 
that the proposals should go 
through with few if any 
changes, despite a threatened 
motion to defer it in the hopes 
that Britain and China might 
still resume talks on the drawn- 
out issue. 

“I don’t think it’s going to be 
very dramatic,” said respected 
political scientist Joseph Cheng 


of Gty Polytechnic. “In the 
end, foe governor's bill will go 
through.” 

Mr. Patten introduced the 
first part of what he calls 
“modest” reforms in Decem- 
ber, shortly after seven months 
of Sino-British talks on his 
original October 1992 propos- 
als broke down in acrimony. 

Intended primarily for 
municipal-council elections in 
September, they will lower the 
minimum voting age from 21 to 
18 and enshrine the principle 
of British-style, one-seat one- 
vote constituencies. 

By splitting the proposals in 
two, Mr. Patten held out the 
hope of luring China back to 
the bargaining table on the 
thornier second stage that 
would significantly expand foe 
voting franchise for more im- 
portant 1995 legislative polls. 

Instead, Beijing declared it 
will amply abolish whatever 
Britain leaves behind in 1997 
and set up a new, but as yet 
undefined, political system 
more prone to playing its 
tunes. 

Mr. Patten’s cabinet, foe Ex- 
ecutive Council, Tuesday dis- 
cussed whether to publish foe 
second-stage reforms as a draft 
bill as early as this Friday. 

China, for its part, has large- 
ly abandoned the shriU prop- 


aganda tactics of a year ago, 
having made it dear that it can 
and will do whatever it pleases 
after 1997. 

Most Hong Kongers accept 
that fact, and though they sup- 
port both Mr. Patten’s admi- 
nistration and foe idea of grea- 
ter democracy, Mr. Cheng said 
they also realise that their fate 
now is out of their hands. 

Even the educated middle 
class people have lost in- 
te ^i he said in an interview. 

“Tliey’re unhappy with the 
stubborn attitude on the part 
of both parties (Britain and 
China), and they don't feel 
both parties have fully taken 
into account their interests,” 
he said. 

“It really doesn’t matter 
what we say or what we want. 
People feel very impotent and 
helpless on these things.” 

The latest public opinion 
poll, published in foe Sunday 
Morning Post newspaper, in- 
dicated that 71 per cent of 
Hong Kongers were no longer 
interested in the democracy 
issue. 

In the long run, the future of 
Hong Kong and its high stan- 
dard of living rests less with 
what happens locally than what 
happens in Oiina after foe 
death of its ailing paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping, 89. 


In The Name Of 
The Father wins .. 
at Berlin 

BERLIN (AP) — “In He 
Name Of The Father,"won best 
picture honours Monday at foe 
Berlin International Film Fes- 
tival and Tom Hanks ■ was 
named best actor for his per- 
formance in PbBaddpha, 1 
Krzysztof Kieslowski of Poland 
was named best director for 
Three Colours: White, foe 
second film in a trilogy loosely 
based on France’s tricolour 
flag and its message of liberty, 
fraternity and equality. Tbe 
Best Actress Award went to 
Grissy Rock, who m Ladybird, 
Ladybird, plays a woman who 
has had four children by diffe- 
rent fathers and fights the Brit- 
ish social welfare bureaucracy 
to keep her family together. 
Tbe 12-day festival drew more 
than 10,000 filmmakers, 
actors, producers, distributors 
and directors and thousands of 
fans to see hundreds of movies, 
of which 22 were in competi- 
tion. The festival, in its 44th 
year, is touted by its organisers 
as the “working” festival that 
provides fertile ground for lots 
of deal-making and a special 
showcase for the often brood- 
ing, melancholy films coming 
out of Eastern Europe. The 
film winning the top prize, or 
Golden Bear, was directed by 
Jim Sheridan, a Dubliner 
whose first feature film, My 
Left Foot, was also based on a 
true story and also starred 
Daniel Day-Lewis. In The 
Name Of The Father has 
already been nominated for an 
Academy Award and Sheridan 
for a best director The 
Golden Bear could also boost 
Oscar chances for Hanks, 
whose portrayal of an AIDS- 
stricken lawyer waging a court 
battle to keep his job fir 
Jonathan Demme’s Phi- 
ladelphia earned him a best 
actor nomination. The runner- 
op for best film, or Silver Bear, 
was won by Tbe Year Of The 
Dog, by Russia’s Semyon Ara- 
novitch for its “outstanding 
portrayal of personal fates in 
contemporary Russia.” A spe- 
cial jury prize was awarded to 
Strawberry And Chocolate a 
Cuban-Mexi can -Spanish film 

about loyalty and disillusion 
with Fidel Castro’s revolution 
directed by Tomas Gutierrez 
Alea and Joan Carlos Tabio. 
“Ail tbe decisions were pretty , 
muc^linanimbus,” British pro-'., 
ducei! Jeremy Thomas, foe jury “ 
drititfnan, told reporters. “No 
blood was spilled.” 

6,000 students 
injected with 
fake vaccine 

BEIJING (AFP) — Police in 
China’s central Shaanxi pro- 
vince have arrested two doc- 
tors who injected nearly 6,000 
university students with a fake 
hepatitis vaccine, the China 
Daily reported Tuesday. Sun 
Shujuan, head of Shaanxi 
Teachers' Institute Hospital, 
and Cheng Mingjie, head of 
Shaanxi Epidemic Prevention 
Station, injected the vaccine 
into 5,851 local students, foe 
report said. Other reports said 
Dr. Sun had bought tbe in- 
effective vaccine at a knock- 
down rate of 14 yuan ($1.6) per 
capsule from Ma HongUang.m 
foe northeastern city of Chang- 
chun and charged 18 yuan per 
shot to students at foe begjiP 
ning of foe new term at Shaari- 
xi universities. He made a pro- 
fit of 10,200 yuan, according to 
foe China Education News. 
None of the students had suf- 
fered any adverse side-effects 
thanks to precautionary mea- 
sures taken to protect their 
health once the scam was unco- 
vered, foe report said. 

Trial sought for 
Jose Carreras 
in Italy 

ROME (R) — Italian prosecu- 
tors Monday sought a trial for 
Spanish tenor Jose Carreras 
and 22 others following a 
probe into alleged overspend- 
ing at Rome’s loss-making 
opera. State television said 
Rome prosecutor Pier Filippo 
Laviani wanted Carreras, one 
of the world’s most famous 
tenors, to be tried on allega- 
tions he overcharged for per- 
formances at foe Rome Opera 
in 1992. The request for a trial 
must be approved by senior 
magistrates. Mr. Laviani 
alleges carreras submitted 
'claims in excess of his agreed 
fee of 30 million lire ($17,640) 
and travel expenses of 10 mil- 
lion lira ($5,882), Italian news 
agencies added. A Rome judge 
will rule-on March 14 whether 
Carreras and his co- 
defendants, who include direc- 
tor of foe Rome Opera Gian 
Paolo Cresri, should be com- 
mitted for trial, Mr. Cresri, at 
the centre of tbe investigation 
into the opera’s finances, step-, 
ped down Monday after Rome 
Mayor Francesco RutelE ck> 
mauded he resign. 
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Admiral steers Spurs 
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MINNEAPOLIS (R) — David 
Robinson scored an NBA 
season-high SO points iaie 
Monday and Dale Ellis added 
20 to lead the San Amonio 
Spurs to a 114-89 win over the 
fiinberwolvcs. 

The admiral, as Robinson, a 
graduate of the U.S. naval 
academy is known, steered San 
lessa- " to a franchise record 

idef ^ 0* straight win as the Spurs 

; raw ® 1 thcir season mark to 

who - rd V 5 3W4 — best in the league, 
av Robinson celebrated being 
chiM W ° ni «n v- tacaed player of the week for 
nd r? n by<k' 1 ®* heroics of the previous 
Ife* (CV ®* 1 by shooting I 8 -of- 
are biutaJ* 32 from the field and 13-of-15 
from the free throw line. 

Minnesota led 53-52 with 
£30 to play in the third quar- 
ter, but the Spurs outscored 
the Timberwolves 17-2 to take 
the lead 69-55 and never 
looked back. 

San Antonio's Dennis Rod- 
man collected 20 rebounds. 
Isiab Rider scored 25 points, 
while Doug West and Chris 
Smith each scored 15 points in 
a losing cause. Minnesota's 
Christian Laettner sat out due 
to a one-game suspension 
stemming from an incident 
daring Sunday's practice. 
Coach Sidney Lowe kicked 
Uetmer out of practice follow- 
ing a heated exchange between 
the second-year player and 
assistant coach Bob 
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Weinhauer. 

At Utah, Karl Malone 
scored 23 points and John 
Stockton added 22 to lift the 
Jaa to a 119-92 win over the 
road-weary Philadelphia 7 fes. 
losers of their fifth straight on a 
five-game swing through the 
western conference. 

The Jazz led 21-19 with 4:25 
left in the first quarter, then 
went on a 10-0 run to close the 
period, opening a 31-19 advan- 
tage that gave them firm con- 
trol of the game. 

The win enabled the Jazz to 
keep pace with the first-place 
Spurs in the midwest division. 
The third-place Jazz remained 
five games behind San Anto- 
nio, with the second-place 
Houston Rockets — idle Mon- 
day — one game out of the 
lead. 

In Chicago, Scoctie Pippen 
scored 30 points, grabbed 12 
rebounds and keyed a game- 
opening run as the Bulls 
charged by the Charlotte Hor- 
nets and back into the win 
column 118-93. 

'Hie Bulls scored the first 10 
points of the game, led by 
Pippen’s six, and were never 
headed. 

The victory snapped Chica- 
go’s longest losing streak of the 
season at three games. 

In Phoenix. Charles Barkley 
scored 23 points and Dan Ma- 
jerle sparked a third-quarter 


surge to help the Suns defeat 
the Sacramento Kings 112-86. 

Dan Majerle scored 13 of his 
21 points in the third for the 
Suns, who carried a scant 51-49 
lead into the third quarter be- 
fore outscoring Sacramento 39- 

In Detroit, Jamal Mashbum 
Scored 11 of his 23 points in 
the fourth quarter to power the 
Dallas Mavericks to their first 
road win in over 1 1 years over 
the Detroit Pistons, a 98-88 
triumph. 

The win was only the 
seventh of the season for Dal- 
las and was the Mavericks* first 
in Detroit in 10 tries dating 
back to Dec. 12. 1982. Mash- 
burn scored stx of his 11 
fourth-quarter points in a 8-0 
Dallas run late in the quarter. 

In Miami. Glen Rice scored 
29 points and Rony Seikaly 
added 24 as the Heat routed 
the skidding, injury-riddled 
Washington Bullets 128-98. 

Miami moved a game over 
the .500 mark by improving to 
26-25, while the Bullets lost for 
the 10 th lime in 12 games. 

The Bullets played without 
rookie guard Calbert Cheaney. 
who injured his left heel in a 
loss to die Nets Sunday. 

Don MacLean led Washing- 
ton with 18 points. 

Steve Smith contributed 21 
points and 10 assists for the 
Heat, who led wire to wire. 


Harding-Kerrigan 
turn into sideshow 
— for the moment 


HAMAR, Norway (R) •— The 
Tonya H&rding-Nancy Kerri- 
gan main event becomes the 
sideshow Wednesday as 
women's figure skating itself 
finally takes its rightful place 
under the Olympic spotlight. 

For seven weeks the world at 
large has been obsessed by the 
incessant furore stemming 
from the attack on Kerrigan 
during the U.S. championships 
in Detroit. Jan. 6 . 

Was Harding involved? She 
insists not. Would she com- 
pete? The U.S. Olympic Com- 
mittee eventually said yes. 

Would she hug Kerrigan? 
Fat chance. Would a knee in- 
jury force her out? No way. 

All of that gets thrust aside 
as the two Americans and 25. 
other hopefuls set out in pur- 
suit of perfect combination 
jumps and error-free skating in 
the demanding and punitive 
technical programme Wednes- 
day night. 

The dark-haired Kerrigan 
with the toothpaste-add smile 
has practised well in Hamar 
since recovering from the knee 
bruising inflicted on her by the 
man wielding the metal rod in 
Detroit. 

Kerrigan, 24, has also lost 
weight but she is looking even 
more the sleek, stylish skater 


who is likely to be among the 
leaders Wednesday. 

A bronze medallist in the 
1992 Olympics and a silver in 
that year’s worlds mask the 
fact that her free skating at 
both events left much to be 
desired. 

At last year's Prague worlds, 
it disintegrated completely as 
she slipped from first to fifth 
with a display which was only 
ninth best on the day. 

But a season of double and 
triple run-throughs of her 
programmes has added con- 
sistency to her flowing, balletic 
style. 

Harding, 23, is less predict- 
able. At her best, she is a 
powerful, dynamic skater but 
her best has not been seen 
much lately. 

Her ankle, sprained Dec. 24 
and re-injured two weeks ago. 
troubles her and there has 
been pain in practice. 

But treatment has rendered 
it stable and doctors said Tues- 
day it should not affect her 
ability to perform. 

Oksana baiul of Ukraine 
comes to the competition as 
the world champion and if any- 
thing she is even more artistic 
that she was as a mere 15-year- 
old winning so endearingly on 
her first attempt in Prague. 


Russian team head blasts 
judging at figure skating 


ULLEHAMMER (AP) — 
The head of the Russian team 
Monday called some of the 
judging at the Olympic figure 
skating “crazy" and asked the 
republics of the former Soviet 
Union to return to "civilised 
relations." 

Singling out Ukrainian judg- 
ing, Russia's team leader 
VricQtm Sych said the political 
tensions between the two were 
reflected in the scoring for 
Russia's skaters. 

The psychological situation 
is such that if a Swede wins, 
thatis perfectly all right. But if 
i Russian wins, then the 
Ukrainian says, well it’s a p.u£- 
sim” and judges accordingly, 
Sych, -complained at a n fftSr, 
conference. 

“That seems to be a typical 
reaction from the former re- 
publics,” be said though an 
interpreter. After competing 
as the Soviet Union until the 
1988 games, the former repub- 
lics framed a united team for 
die 1992 Olympics. In Lille- 
hammer they are competing s 
separate teams under their 
own flags. 


Sych said his criticism wasn’t 
limited to figure skating 
judges, but be didn’t specify 
any other sports. 

In ice dancing, Russian jour- 
nalists noted, die Ukrainian 
judge placed Russians Oksana 
Gritschnk and Yevgeny Platov 
fourth in the original dance, 
pushing them into third place 
overall going into Monday 
evening’s free dance. 

Ukrarine also stood alone 
with Britain in giving Jayne 
Torvill and Christopher Dean 
a perfect 6.0 for their technical 
programme. 

“1 got together with the 
Ukrainians and talked to them 
and said "Let’s sit down and be 
reasonable and stop this crazy 
way of behaviour,” said Sych. 

Relations have been tense 
between Russia and Ukraine 
ever since the Soviet breakup. 

“We can understand certain 
tensions, but the athletes cer- 
tainly cannot," said Sych. 

“We should turn the page 
and create civilised relations 
between us and them,” he 
said. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
1 TANNAH HIRSCH 
OnU Trtuw Mute StntoM. me 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

reason why you should not make it. 
Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KQ9 VA 10842 0103 *A94 
Hie bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 9 - Pass 1 * Pass 

2 + Pass 2 NT Pass 

What action do you take? 

-To invite gum* partner must 
b»e some 11-12 points, and since 
the invitation was issued in no 
Oump, probably only four spades. 
Tmir 13 prime points and good in- 
Wna&ttu justify on acceptance 
b«fcfing three no trump. 

9-2— East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

£98763 962 010754 *6 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
ao tramp. What do you respond? 
A.-— S han e on you for thinking 
trying to trap you! You don't 
bare much of a hand, so be content 
»ith the safest partscore by bidding 
spades, which asks partner to 
Wa*- If you play transfer bids, 
haaafe* to spades and pass. 

— As South, vulnerable, you 
bokfc 

*AKQ 9AJ64 0QJ1O75 *2 
Jot bidding has proceeded; 

"nth West North East 
j 9. Pass 1 NT Pass 

y*at action do you take? 

A — Even though partner almost 
does not have a four-card 
wt strit, you an strong enough to 
rtv w». Since two hearts is your 
Chiral, descriptive bid, we see ao 


*84 


you hold: 

4AK73 vA8542 >63 

What is your opening bid? 

A. — It i& hands Like this that give 
five-card majoritea ni gh t mar es, ft’s 
easy to open one heart, but what do 
you da should partner respond one 
no trump? That's the reason we 
might lie and open one spade, leav- 
ing us an easy two-heart rebid. 

Q. 5 — Neither vulnerable, os South 
you hold: 

*73 ?S85 vAKQ86 *542 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A. — This hand is, by our stan- 
dards. a smidgeon weak for a two- 
over-one response. Since we have 
two suits unstopped, including a 
weak doubleton in one, onr choice 
would be lo raise partner to two 
hearts. What if he has only a four- 
card suit? That's his problem! 

q_ 0 Both vulnerable, os South 

vou hold: 

♦KJ 100752 TKJ2 -A2 *4 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 * P®« 

2 * Paaa ? 

Whit do you bid now? 

A. Any thoughts of slam have 

cooled, so well just bid what we 
think we can make. Since our spade 
suit doesn't really need support 
from partner, well venture four 
spades. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Table tennis world champion to retire 

SEOUL (R) — World singles champion Hyun Jung-Hwa said 
Tuesday she would retire from competition next month and 
become a trainer. "I have been playing for 14 years now and I 
am quite sad about retiring. But I have done my best and have 
no regrets,” Hyun told a news conference. "I will continue 
studying and after retiring next month, I will become a 
trainer." she said. Coach Chung Kwang-Ho said Hyun’s 
retirement was a great loss for South Korea. "She was the 
best. We wish she would stay on but we respect her wishes," 
the coach said. Hyun won the singles title at the world 
championships in Sweden last year, beating Taiwan’s Chen 
Jing in the final. The 24-year-old Hyun also won the women's 
world doubles title in 1987 with Yang Young-Ja and the mixed 
doubles crown in 1989 with Yoo Nam-Kyu. 

Mayor: Lillehammer should host 2010 games 

LILLEHAMMER (R) — Lillehammer should apply to host 
the Winter Olympics again in (he year 2010, the town’s mayor 
and deputy mayor said Tuesday. "This would be the best 
after-use of the Olympic arenas." mayor Audun Tron said, 
backed by deputy Odd Arvc Lien. Lillehammer organisers 
have been widely praised for the games so far. held in 
sparkling winter weather. If the International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) ever derided to cut back on new hosts. 
Lillehammer could become one of a select group of towns 
hosting future games, they said. St. Moritz in Switzerland, 
Lake Placid in the United States and Austria’s Innsbruck have 
all hosted the winter games twice. 

Olympic flame barbecue news to the police 

LILLEHAMMER. Norway (AP) — Word has it that people 
have been using the Olympic flame at the ski jump above 
Lillehammer for clandestine cookouts. "A good story," said 
Olympic police spokesman Alf Andersen. "But it’s nonense." 
The story has surfaced repeatedly in Norwegian media. "We 
have looked into it, without finding anyone who could confirm 
it. There were supposedly pictures of it out there somewhere, 
but we haven’t seen them. They don’t exist." said Andereen. 
Anyone wanting to singe a hot dog in the sacred flame now 
would need a ladder, stilts or a roasting stick that is about 25 
metres long, said Roger Andresen, another police spokesman. 
He said the flame holder is more than 20 metres tail, and that 
the stairway used by Norway’s Crown Prince Haakon to light 
the flame was removed shortly after the Feb. 12 opening 
ceremony. "If someone did use the flame to cook, (he military 
guards on duty did not report it, the police did not report it 
and no one seems to have seen it." he said. 

QPR chief denies sale rumours 

LONDON (AFP) — Oueens Park Rangers chairman Richard 
Thompson has denied rumours that he is about to sell the 
English premiership for £15 million. The rumours arose after 
manager Gerry Francis revealed that his offer to stay as 
manager of OPR for one more year had been turned down by 
Thompson. But Thompson, the premier league's youngest 
chairman at 29, branded the rumours about the club's future 
ownership as speculation. "Fears for its stability are entirely 
groundless," he added. "I’ve committed an increasing amount 
of my time to the club in order to make it successful both on 
and off the field. 1 intend to continue those improvements in 
the future and that includes those to the stadium and our 
staff." he said. "I’ve been waiting for Gerry to decide if he 
wishes to commit himself to OPR, or perhaps even leave 
football, something he told us and our fans was a possibility 
when he first became manager and has since reiterated to the 
press,” he added. 
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‘King Koss’ 
turns down 
statue offer 

LILLEHAMMER (R) — 
Norwegian hero Johann Otav 
Koss has turned down a gov- 
ernment offer to erect a statue 
of him in the Viking ship speed 
skating arena wber he won 
three Olympic golds and 
smashed three world records. 

"A statue of me? Give the 
money instead to Olympic 
aid,” he said after completing 
the historic hat-trick Sunday. 

"King Koss” himself gave a 
$30,000 victory bonus to Olym- 
pic aid, a charity helping war 
victims in Sarajevo. 

Norway’s Culture Minister 
Aase Kleveland proposed put- 
ting upt a statue of Koss beside 
one of Hjalmar Anderson, 70, 
reversed in Norway as the king 
of speedskating after winning 
three golds in the 1952 Oslo 
Gaines. 

Kleveland said the govern- 
ment would reconsider its 
plans after Koss' refusal. 

“Of course we won’t do 
something that Johan Olav 
Koss doesn’t like. We just 
wanted to mark the fact that 
we now have two great skating 
Icings in Norway,” she said. 

Koss was swamped by super- 
latives after shattering his own 
10,000 metres world record by 
almost 13 seconds Sunday. The 
daily Dagbladet dubbed him 
"superman" on its front page. 

"He is not like us. He is 
from another planet," Dutch 
rival Rintje Ritsma said. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


Italy scores dramatic 

upset; Germany wins 
team ski jumping 


LILLEHAMMER. Norway 
(AP) — Norway’s Bjorn 
Dahlie missed his sixth career 
gold medal by tour-tenths of a 
second Tuesday as Italy 's 
cross-country relay team 
scored the most dramatic up&ei 
of the Lillehammer Games. 

Jeans Weissflog — at 29 a 
hoary veteran in an Olympic 
sport recently dominated by 
Finnish boy wonders — won 
his second gold of the games, 
leading Germany to victory in 
team ski jumping. It was 
Weissflog’s third career gold, 
counting the solo medal won 
on the Jbig hill Sunday and :he 
individual medal captured 10 
years ago at Sarajevo where he 
competed for East Germany. 

With five days of competi- 
tion left, the surprisingly 
strong Italians were in third 
place in the medals race — 
behind Russia and host Nor- 
way. The Russians had 1 9 
overall, including nine gold. 
The Norwegians, with eight 
golds, tallied 17 overall, and 
Italy had 15. including four 
golds. 

The gold won in team ski 
jumping was the Germans’ 
fifth and put them in fourth 
place, with 13 medals overall. 

Tuesday's two short-track 
speedskating races could bring 
new countries into Lilleham- 
mer’s medal standings. South 
Korean Kim Ki-Hoon is back 
to defend his 1992 gold in the 
1 . 000 -metre men's race. 
Favoured China missed its 
chance for gold last rime in the 
women's 3.000-metre relay 
when its anchor fell with only 
metres to go in the semifinals. 

Dueling Dahlie in the nip- 
tuck anchor leg of the men's 
40-kilometres cross-country re- 
lay. Italy’s Silvio Fauner quick- 
stepped into the lead with 
slightly more than a kilometres 
left. The 26-year-old Dahlie. a 
double gold medalist in these 
games, put on his famous kick, 
nearing the finish line but 
could not overtake his 25-year- 
old Italian rival. 


"I wanted to stay behind him 
and have an Opportunity to 
pass him in the last 50 metres... 
but he’s so fast 1 had no 
chance, said Dahlie. 

Norway, the defending 
champion, had to settle for 
silver. Finland took bronze. 

Tuesday's victory was sweet 
revenge for the Italians who 
were runners up to the Norwe- 
gians in the 1992 Albertville 
Games and in last year's world 
Nordic ski championships. 

It was Italy's second cross- 
country gold and second upset 
victory on the Birkebeineren 
cross-country course. A week 
ago. Manuela di Centa beat 
the Russian favourite. Lyubov 
Egorova, in the women's 15- 
kilometre cross country. 

Dahlie had hoped Tuesday 
u> join Egorova and Soviet 
speedskater Lydia Skoblikova 
as the only six-time Olympic 
champions. Egorova won three 
golds at Albertville two years 
ago and three more here in 
Lillehammer. Her sixth came 
Monday in the women’s 20- 
kilometre relay. Skoblikova 
competed in the' !9t>0 and 1964 
games. 

Dahlie will have another 
chance at gold in Saturday's 
50k, in which he is defending 
champion. 

"I’ll give it a good try," he 
said. 

Though the race may have 
been bad news for Norway. 
Dahlie saw it as a plus for 
cross-country skiing. 

“I think we disappointed 
four million Norwegians today. . 
.... maybe some of 'them broke 
their TVs." the Norwegian 
national hero said. "But we did 
our best... made good enter- 
tainment. It was good promo- 
tion for cross-country' skiing. ! 
think." 

Nordic skiing is the Norw- 
gian national sport, and a re- 
cord crowd estimated at 
110.000 turned out here for 
Tuesday’s relay. 

"Dahlie. Dahlie. Dahlie." 
the Norwegian fans had 


chanted as he began the final 
10-kilometre leg. But Norwe- 
gian cheers and cowbells fell 
silent as Fauner crossed the 
finish line a long stride ahead 
of Dahlie on the frigid, sun- 
splashed course. 

"We were able to shut them 
up," said Marco Albarello. Ita- 
ly’s No. 2 racer. 

"I had the psychological up- 
per hand," Fauner said. "1 
have beaten him twice before 1 
in head-to-head." 

"Honestly beaten. There is 
nothing more to be said." said 
Vegard "the Viking." Ulvang.' 
Dahlie' s teammate* and fellow 
triple gold medallist in 1992.- 
For U Ivans. Norway's No. 2 
racer, the relay silver was his' 
firts of these games. 

At the big hill towering 
above this town of 23.0U0.- 
Weiksflog proclaimed Tuesday' 
“the greatest day ever for Ger- 
man ski jumping." 

On his second jump. Weiss- 
flog set a hill record of 135.5 
metres. Up to that point. 
Japan appealed to have clin- 
ched its first gold medal of the 
games. But the last Japanese 
jumper, Masahiko Harada. 
wiped out his team's wide lead 
by only reaching 97.5 metres 
after jumps of 135 and 133 by 
teammates. 

After landing short. Harada 
clutched his head in despair, 
but this teammares rushed to 
console him. 

"1 was very unhappy. Hara- 
da said. "But they came to me 
and told me that we had won 
the silver and that it was a good* 
result.” 

The bronze medal went to' 
Austria. 

Defending champion Fin- 
land only managed fifth place 
Tuesday. Led by then 16-year- 
old Tony Nieminen. Finland' 
took the individual and ieam, 
big hill events at Albertville. A ' 
has-been at 18. Nieminen'. 
failked to make his country's * 
team for the Lillehammer 
Games. 




UNBELIEVABLE THING 10 

!■ For the first time in the history 

Jll of our shops 





TUTTAFAM I L! A-Jabal Amman and Jabal AI Hussein 
TIFFANY And TOMATO-Jabal Amman and AI Sweifieh 

The biggest real sales you ever heard about 40% -50% 
on the most of our big collection of clothing. 

You’ll notice the big difference yourself, you will be astonished when you 
see the latest in fashion from: France, Italy, Britain and Turkey. 
Fascinating models in all colours and all sizes, all this and more... 
Its your chance from now till the Happy Feast of AI Fitter. 

So don’t miss the biggest opportunity you ever had. 

We’re available every day from: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and 7 p.m.-ll p.m. 

TUTTAFAM ILIA — Jabal Amman, Prince Mohammad SL Tel. 640065 
TUTTAFAMJUA - Jabal AI Hussein, KhaJfd Ibn AI Wafeed SL Tel. 681570 
TIFFANY And TOMATO — Jabal Amman, Prince Moh. SL Tel. 644681 
TIFFANY And TOMATO — AI Sweifieh 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A Leading Manufacturing Co. is seeking an : 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


Location : Sahab Industrial Estate . 

Applicants must have : 

• High level of competency in the English & Arabic 
languages. 

• Excellent computer literacy. 

■ Ability to conduct all executive secretarial duties. 

• Previous related experience is a must . 

• Own transportation preferred . 




Serious applicants may call : Tel 723716 from 
9:00a.m - 2:00p.m for an interview . 
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JORDAN MW DESIGNS 
EXHIBITION 

Courtesy of Amra Hotel 

At Ihe Nabatean Eo/er 

Qti February 24. 25 and 28 
from WOOam - 2.00pm 
Open during Iflar time 

Tet. 656072-628700 
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Cinema Te!.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


GHOST 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00, 8:30. 10:30 



Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


COVER GIRL 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00. tv 30. 8:30. 10:30 


CONCORD “1” 

No Where To Run 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00. i»:ju. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

The Rookie 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00 

Arabic play "Hi America" at 8:30 


Tel.: 6X8274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


A1HMOUN THEATRE 

Jabal Luweibdeh. Sayegh Com- 
mercial Centre 

Coming soon: The grand opening 
of the theatre 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AI NKashini Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

AI llm Huron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel. 
Hassan A! Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

AKdan Arab Summit Conference 
(play) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Sundays, Mondays 
and Tuesdays 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli secret service uses minors as agents 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's Shin Beth secret service can 
recruit minors without telling their parents, in exceptional 
cases. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin has told parliament. “In 
certain rare and exceptional cases, minors can be recruited by 
the Shin Beth to prevent violent acts which .threaten human 
life," Mr. Rabin said in a written response to a parliamentary 
question. “The Shin Beth does not go to the parents to take 
authorisation when it is using agents." added Mr. Rabin who is 
directly responsible for the General Security Service (Shin 
Beth). The question from Deputy Elie 2 er Zandberg of the 
Tsomet Party followed a report in the Yediot Aharanot 
newspaper that a 16-year-old boy had infiltrated the anti-Arab 
Kach movement. He reported back on Jewish extremism 
centred on the settlement of Kyriat Arba. near the West Bank 
town of Hebron. Mr. Rabin did not mention if Palestinian 
minors were recruited by the Shin Beth whose intelligence 
operations centre on Palestinian resistance to Israeli occupa- 
tion and counter-espionage. 


Former rival to Assad freed after 25 years 


AMMAN (AFP) — A one-time rival of Syrian President 
Hafez A! Assad. General Ahmad Al Suwaydani. has been 
freed after spending 25 years in jail, a former inmate said here 
Tuesday. Mujali Nasrawin. a Jordanian who used to be a 
member of the Baath Party which ruled Syria and Iraq, told 
AFP that Mr. Suwaydani was freed on Monday for health 
reasons. Himself released from a Syrian jail last year after 22 
years, Mr. Nasrawin had called Saturday on Damascus to free 
Mr. Suwaydani, expressing fears he might die in Mazzeh 
prison after having suffered an attack of hemiplegia. Mr. 
Suwaydani was army chief-of-staff on the side of Salah Jadid. 
whose Baath Party faction clashed with Mr. Assad's in the late 
1960s. At that rime Mr. Assad was air force chief under 
President Nureddin Al Atassi. In 1968. Mr. Assad overthrew 
Atassi to take over as president. Atassi was freed in April 1992 
and died last December in a Paris hospital, while Jadid died 
last August in a Damascus jail. Some 20 political prisoners 
have been in jail in Syria for more than 20 years, most of them 
arrested during Mr. Assad's coup, according to international 
human rights groups. 


Military burial in Israel without a rabbi 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — For the first time since Israel was 
founded in 1948. a Jewish soldier has been buried with full 
military honours without a religious ceremony led by a rabbi. 
Leading secular campaigner Shulamit Aloni. minister of 
communications and head of the left-wing Meretz Party.' 
declared a victory in the struggle against “religious coercion." 
The parents of soldier Oded Rabinovitch. who died in a road 
accident on Saturday, are both Meretz activists and decided to 
tackle the religious establishment to respect their son's wishes. 
He was buried on Monday in a Jerusalem cemetery at a 
funeral attended by his comrades in arms but no rabbis were 
present. A relative recited the Jewish prayer for the dead, the 
Kaddish. “Everyone has the right to chose the type of 
ceremony the wants at burial." Ms. Aloni said Tuesday. “That 
is a part of religious freedom. Those who are religious should 
not try to impose their views on the rest of society." 


Israel frees seven Lebanese fishermen 


TYRE, Lebanon (R) — The Israeli navy has freed seven 
Lebanese fishermen whom it seized off the coast of South 
Lebanon, security sources said Tuesday. They said Israeli 
officers interrogated the fishermen, who were detained on 
Monday from three small boats off the port city of Tyre, 
before setting them free sever?! hours later. It was rhe second 
time in one week that the Israeli navy has detained fishermen 
off Tyre. Five were held for several hours by the Israelis on 
Feb. 15 but freed after being interrogated. The Israeli navy 
regularly patrols the coast off South Lebanon to guard against 
seaborne commando attacks by Palestinian and Lebanese 
guerrillas. 


Sudan leader appoints ministers in states 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan's head of state Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir has completed a reorganisation of his country by 
decreeing the appointment of 143 ministers in the 26 states he 
created earlier this month. Last week he appointed the 
governors of the 26 states. The appointments, published in a 
decree read out on state television on Monday night, appear to 
be aimed at promoting unity in Sudan, gripped by civil war 
between the north and south. Last week General Bashir broke 
with the tradition when he appointed a southern Sudanese as 
governor of one of the 16 states in the north. On Monday Gen. 
Bashir decreed the appointment of nine Southern Sudanese 
ministers in the north and nine northern Sudanese ministers in 
the south. 


Parliament approves Mirsalim nomination 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran's parliament on Tuesday gave a vote of 
confidence to the new Islamic Guidance Minister Mostafa 
Mirsalim, the official Iranian news agency 1RNA said. It said 
out of 224 deputies at the parliamentary session. 178 voted for. 
27 against and 19 abstained. Mr. Mirsalim was named as 
culture and Islamic guidance minister by President Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani last week in a cabinet change prompted 
by the sacking of Mr. Rafsanjani’s brother from the top job at 
state radio and television. A French-educated engineer. Mr. 
Mirsalim. 47, was made adviser to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei — 
now Iran's supreme leader — during his time as president from 
1981 to 1989. The guidance ministry's responsibilities range 
from overseas Islamic publicity to supervising the print media 
and cinema, tourism and arranging the annual pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 


Indonesians launch anti-American demonstration 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Up to 2.000 Muslim youths staged an 
anti-American demonstration in front of the U.S. embassy 
here Tuesday, accusing it of involvement in drug trafficking 
and of anti-Muslim policies. "We demand an apology from the 
U.S. government over the involvement of its two diplomatic 
staff in the crime of drug trafficking." said members of the 
group, which claims to belong to the Front for Indonesian 
Youths Saviour. One leader, haranguing the crowd through a 
megaphone, said the United States was influencing Indonesian 
youth with what he called a destructive culture, was unfair 
towards the Muslim World and was always forcing its interests 
on others. “America, out... America. AIDS... America, 
narcotics....” the crowd yelled, as well as calling for the 
hanging of the two embassy staff. The crowd, which according 
to police estimates numbered 2.000 people, delivered a 
statement to the U.S. embassy. The embassy’s spokesman was 
not available for comment. 


Vacancy 

Mechanical Engineer 


An Industrial company situated within Greater 
Amman has a vacancy for a Mechanical Engineer. 
Very good command of English or German is 
-essential. 

Mail copies of C.V. & certificates. 

Write: A. Owner P.O.Box 2888 
Amman - Jordan 


Kidnap creates backlash against Afghan refugees 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Afghan refugees, long wel- 
come in Pakistan, mnv soon 
find their numbers limited and 
their movements restricted, a 
government official said Tues- 
day. 

Interior Secretary Jamshed 
Burkhi's warning came amid 
increasing anti-Afghan senti- 
ment brought on by the kid- 
napping of some 70 schoolboys 
by three gunmen from Afgha- 
nistan. The gunmen were kil- 
led by commandos Monday 
night in Islamabad afer a 4(1- 
hour ordeal, and the boys were 
unharmed. 

But the incident struck a raw 
nerve. Many Pakistanis said 
they were fed up with the rwo 
million Afghan refugees, some 
of whom arrived from their 
war-torn homeland more than 
a decade ago. 

Qamar Abbas, a member of 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to's party, demanded the 
Afghans be expelled. 

“We gave then shelter for 14 
years and this is how they pay 
us back? They kidnap our chil- 
dren." he said. 

The kidnappers brought the 
schoolboys to Islamabad on 
Sunday after hijacking their 
bus in the northwestern city of 
Peshawar, the area where most 
of the Afghan refugees live. 
While the hostage crisis was 
still unfolding Monday, there 
were ami- Afghan demonstra- 
tions in Peshawar. 

Mr. Burkhi told a news con- 
ference that the government 
was reconsidering its policy 
which allows the refugees to 


roam freely in rhe North-West 
Frontier Province, the territory 
that borders Afghanistan. 

he said security had been 
tightened at refugee camps and 
acknowledged the anger many 
Pakistanis feel towards the 
Afghans. 

"Tempers were already high 
after the highjacking." he said. 
"If. God forbid, any harm 
would have come to the stu- 
dents it could h'ave been explo- 
sive.” 
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Mr. Burkhi said the govern- 
ment had no plans to forcibly 
expel Afghan refugees, but the 
government will encourage re- 
patriation and has made clear 
that it no longer intends to take 
in new arrivals. 




The mountainous Pakisian- 
Afghanistan border has never 
been tightly controlled, and 
tirbesmen have long crossed 
back and forth freelv. 
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Mr. Burkhi also said the 
three bus hijackers were 
trained guerrillas who claimed 
they had an Afghan organisati- 
on behind them. 


The poisiton the Afghans 
adopted during the talks and 
the way they toted their 
weapons indicated they were 
"tactically trained." Mr. Bur- 
khi said. 

The 12 elite army comandos 
carried out their mission 
against the three Afghans with 
“great precision." he said. The 
remaining hostages were res- 
cued “safe and sound, and 
the hijackers were killed. 

Officials decided to go with 
the rescue operation when it 
became apparent that the fati- 
gued hijackers, carrying pistols 
and hand grenades, were likely 
to resort to “some desperate 
action which could endanger 
the lives of the children." he 
said. 

Afghan Ambassador Sardar 
Mohammad Roshand was 
"taken into confidence” before 
the operation was launched, he 
added. 

The interior secretary added 
that the main obstacle to an 


Mr. Burkhi. who during the 
40-hour hostage drama had 
conducted three bouts of nego- 
tiations. said the gunmen told 
him: “We are not alone. We 
have an organisation behind 
us.” 
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agreement with the hijackers 
was their demand for S5 mil- 


The Pakistani government is 
“very much concerned to find 
out who is behind them." he 
told the news conference. 

The exact identity of the 
Farsi-speaking Afghans from 
northern Afghanistan's Par- 


Offidab inspect the bodies of three Afghan gunmen after they 
were shot dead during an operation by Pakistani commandos 
Monday. The gunmen were holding six. Pakistani schoolchildren 
hostage in the Afghan embassy, after hijacking their bus (AFP 
photo) 


wan and Bamian provinces was haviour showed they were 
not yet known, but their be- trained guerrillas. 


lion and several government 
officials as "substitute hos- 
tages.” 

The gunmen had insisted 
that Pakistan provide them 
with a helicopter, so they could 
return to Afghanistan with the 
government officials. 

They also demanded that 
Pakistan provide food supplies 
to famine-threatened Kabul, 
the Afghan capital, and ensure 
the food convoys' safe passage 
through territory controlled by 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar. 


International watchdog sees Lebanon moves to curb 


Jordan press still under curbs 


rocket attacks on Israel 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Despite tangible 
progress brought on by the 
democratisation process and its 
influence on the freedom of 
the press, the current Press and 
Publication Law is still the 
source of worry to internation- 
al public freedoms advocates 
who are interested in Jordan 
and in the region. 

The International Centre 
Against Censorship. 'Article 
19, has just sem a representa- 
tive to Amman, and his teifort 
is likely to include calls ’for 
further revisions of the law to 
combat what his organisation 
considers as basic violations of 
the freedom of expression. 

Article 19 reckons that the 
positive steps adopted by Jor- 
dan to promote public freedom 
might witness regression if they 
are not accompanied with poli- 
tical and legal guarantees, its 
representative in the Middle 
East and North Africa Sa'eed 
Essoulami told the Jordan 
Times upon ending a week- 
long visit earlier this month. 

“The road has been opened 
but people don't know how to 
use it." said Mr. Essoulami. a 
Moroccan who has lived and 
worked in France and Britain, 
where Article 19 is based, for 
several years. “The govern- 
ment is not explaining enough 
what the people should be 
doing." 

According to Mr. Essoula- 
mi. the responsibility of raising 
people's awareness of their 
rights and stepping up efforts 
to promote public freedoms 
should be shouldered also by 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) and human 
rights groups in the country. 
He pointed to the lack of pub- 
lications on this issue which 
“are direly needed at this 
stage." 

He said that journalists and 
writers should raise the bannei 
of freedoms and step up cam- 
paigns to enhance democratic 
pratices in the country. Their 
first role. Mr. Essoulami in- 
sisted. should be primarily 
targeted at changing certain 
provisions in the Press and 
Publications Law’ that are in 
flagrant violation of interna- 
tional human rights conven- 
tions and laws. 

According to Mr. Essoula- 
mi. the law. enacted in Mav 


1993. was not sufficiently dis- 
cussed nor was it given ample 
time for proper revision. He 
pointed to the many restric- 
tions imposed by the law on 
the work of journalists and on 
the press in general saying that 
another comprehensive and 
detailed revision of the legisla- 
tion is a prerequisite to a ge- 
nuinely free press. 

In his assessment, the Press 
and Publications Law was 
enacted at the wrong time. On 
the one hand, people were not 
frilly- ready for such a piece of 
legislation and the Parliament 
was overloaded with debating 
and passing other laws "which 
rendered proper discussion of 
all of the law’s provisions im- 
possible." 

“The law emerged in par- 
ticular circumstances that no 
body was ready for and where the 
.Parliament was over- 
loaded with laws to be 
amended." he said. 

On the other hand, the abs- 
ence of guarantees (political 
and legal), the lack of en- 
couragement and the weight of 
the past (martial law) "were 
charging the atmosphere with 
frustration at the time the law 
was passed, and that was the 
main source of inertia felt by 
journalists, preventing them 
from lobbying for their rights, 
he said. 

“They didn't understand rhe 
proper role of journalism as a 
watchdog and as a fourth 
estate." he added. “They just 
looked at the past and com- 
pared it with the little freedom 
they achieved this time 
around.” 


Despite the emergence of 
the two new daily privately- 
owned newspapers (Al Aswaq 
and Akher Khabar) as well as 
partisan newspapers. Mr. 
Essoulami pointed out that the 
government still owns the 
majority of shares in the three 
daily newspapers (Al Ra'i. Al 
Dustour and Sawt Al Shaab). 
The new law stipulates the 
reduction of the government's 
share in these newspapers to at 
least 30 per cent in two years 
after the enactment of the law. 
He also pointed out that the 
state still administers broadcast 
media, the radio and television 
networks. 

Moreover, there are still 
the main “violations" of free- 
dom of expression that .. “li- 


mited category of journalists 
tried to defend (at the time of 
the discussion of the law by the 
two Houses) but failed." he 
said. “Among these were: arti- 
cle 5 which lists a series of 
prohibited or restricted sub- 
jects "that can be considered 
as the most undemocratic 
aspects of. the law... under 
these headings, the censor has 
the authority to interfere in 
any subject." Mr. Essoulami 
said. 

The list of violations of press 
freedoms according to Article 
19 ground rules also include 
the definition of a “journalist" 
which, in the original text 
-proposed by the government, 
was: “any person who meets 
the conditions for membership 
in- the journalists' association 
or chooses journalism as a pro- 
fession.” 

At present, the law limits the 
definition of a journalist to 3 
person who is a member of the 
association. “This is a grave 
violation of one of the most 
fundamental rights of human 
being: their right to join or not 
to join associations. 

“The only criteria that 
should be taken into account 
here is the professional one 
and not the financial or politic- 
al or whatever." Mr. Essoula- 
mi insisted. “Newspaper edi- 
tors should be the ones who 
decide who ro employ." 

Article 5d which forces the 
journalist to reveal their 
sources of information to a 
court of law: article 7 which 
guarantees that officials and 
non-officials facilitate the task 
of journalists is not obliging. 
The financial restrictions im- 
posed on the publication of 
newspapers are all considered 
by Article 19 as binding ele- 
ments on the work of journal- 
ists and on the freedom of the 


BEIRUT (AP) — Top govern- 
ment and military officials met 
Tuesday to plug, security 
loopholes in South Lebanon 
that have pushed Israeli troops 
and resistance fighters to the 
brink of a new confrontation. 

The meeting at the suburban 
Baabda palace was chaired by 
President Elias Hrawi, Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri, Defence 
Minister Mohsen Dalloui, In- 
terior Minister Bishara Merhej 
and Lebanese and Syrian milit- 
ary officers attended. 

As the session was under 


way, Israeli troops punched 
out of their self-proclaimed 
"security zone" in the south to 
comb fields and suspected 
guerrilla trails about one 
kilometre north of Zommar- 
aya, the main gateway into the 
enclave. 

Security sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
■said about 20 troops were in- 
volved in the operation, which 
was followed by an artillery 
barrage on villages fading the 
zone. No casualties were re- 
ported. 

Government officials said 
the Baabda meeting focused 
on measures to cure cross- 
border rocket barrages on 
Israel and restrict guerrilla 
activity to the Israeli-occupied 
border enclave. 

"We shall not approve any 
(guerrilla) operation that 
touches on the state's responsi- 
bility in South Lebanon.” Mr. 
Merhej told reporters after the 
nearly three-hour meeting. 


“Decisions have been taken 
to preserve security through- 
out the country and safeguard 
human rights over Lebanon's 
entire soil," he said, without 
elaborating. 

South Lebanon also was the 
main topic of discussion at a 
Syri an-Le ban ese summit meet- 
ing in Damascus Sunday. 

Mr. Hrawi and President 
Hafez Al Assad of Syria 
agreed “to block any action 
that could adversely affect the 
situation in South Lebanon 
and give Israel an excuse to 
derail the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks,” a government official 
said. He requested anonymity. 

Tension in the south has 
been on the rise since a Feb. 7 
ambush in which four Israeli 
soldiers were killed. Israel re- 
taliated with a spate of air and 
artillery attacks on suspected 
bass of Hizbollah, or party of 
God, which claimed responsi- 
bility for the ambush. 


But the situation sharply de- 
teriorated after a Katyusha 
rocket attack that damaged a 
factor in northern Israel 
Wednesday. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin blamed Palestinian 
dissidents for the barrage, the 
first to hit Israel in seven 
months. 


After similar attacks on 
northern Israel last July, Israeli 
troops mounted massive air 
and land attacks on Lebanon 
that left 150 people killed and 
about 500 wounded. 


Latest killing alarms 
French in Algeria 


press. 

"people have the right to 
publish whatever they want, 
financial and political consid- 
erations must not be the 
issue.” he said. 

Mr. Essoulami insisted that 
all of these articles, which are 
inconsistent with press free- 
dom. should be amended, 
otherwise, "the fear of saying 
you are different wii] always 
linger... this fear has to be 
killed because press is the 
avant-garde of the democratic 
process in all countries.” 


Policeman killed in south Egypt 


ASSIYUT, Egypt (AP) — Sus- 
pected Muslim militants shot 
and killed a policeman on 
Tuesday in southern Egypt, 
the third in as many days, 
security officials said. 

The attackers in ail cases 
escaped, they said. 

The latest victim was identi- 
fied as Atef Hassan Fahmy. a 
policeman assigned to intelli- 
gence work, according to a 
statement issued by the In- 
terior Ministry. 

Fahmy was shot dead as he 
travelled from home to work 
on a motorbike in the city of 
Assiyut, 320 kilometres south 


of Cairo, the statement said. 

Late Monday, suspected 
Muslim extremists shot at the 
traffic police station in nearby 
Dairut, killing a warrant offic- 
er and seriously wounding a 
soldier, security officials said. 
A day earlier, a plainclothes 
policeman was killed in the 
town of Al Badari. 

Assiyut province has been a 
hotbed of activity by extremists 
of the Al Gamaa Al Islamiyah 
(Islamic Group). 

The group has waged a cam- 
paign of violence for rwo years 
to try to overthrow Egypt's 
secular government. It has 


been blamed for most of the 14 
fatal attacks on policemen this 
year, mainly in southern 
Egypt. It claimed responsibil- 
ity for the Badari death. 

On Tuesday, the group's 
warning for bank depositors to 
withdraw their savings from 
government-owned banks ex- 
pired. 

There •■'.•re no reports of 
runs on the banks. 

The extremists contend that 
the hanks' payment of interest 
violates Islamic law and has 
told depositors that their sav- 
ings indirectly support the gov- 
ernment 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — The 
slaying of first former French 
colonist in an insurgency sent 
shock waves Tuesday through 
the community’s tiny remn- 
nants, which had been spared 
attacks that have killed 28 fore- 
igners. 

Meanwhile, a printers strike 
kept most of Algeria's news- 
papers off the stands, striking a 
new blow to a press already 
suffering from censorship and 
the murder of journalists. 

The killing Monday of Joa- 
quim Grau, 52, at his bookship 
in Algiers was the insurgency’s 
first of a former colonist still 
living here since French ruled 
ended in 1962. 

Known as “pieds noirs,” or 
black feet, the ex-colonists 
have been tom between keep- 
ing a low profile and trying to 
lead normal Jives since gunmen 
started killing foreigners last 
year. 

“Has is the first warning 
that's been directly addressed 
at us," said a retired pied noir, 
on condition of anonymity. 

Grau was the 28th fore- 
igners, and the sixth French 
citizen, to be killed in an appa- 
rent attempt by radicals to 
undermine foreign Investment 
in the vital oil and gas industry 
and overthrow the military- 
backed regime. 

Once numbering about one 
million, most of the pieds noirs 
returned to France as the 


bloody war for independence 
ended 32 years ago. Only a few 
hundred remain and are gener- 
ally well integrated with their 
Arab neighbours. 

On the advice of friends, 
Grau had only recently, and 
with reluctance, changed his 
habits in travelling to and from 
the bookshop he owned since 
1966, according to the French 
daily Le Parisien, whdh ran a 
month-old interview with him 
Tuesday. 

“I just don’t really feel wor- 
ried by all this violence, *Tm 
not really afraid," the news- 
paper quoted Grau as saying. 
“Maybe It’s just ignorance. 
But Fve decided to stay.”. 

Grau had reportedly re- 
ceived threats not to sell a 
pamphlet by Algerian writer 
Radnd Munouni highly critical 
of Islamic radicals, “From Bar- 
bary in General to Fun- 
damentalism in Particular," 
but friends said that Grau was 
not political. 

About 3,000 people have 
been killed in a two-year in- 
surgency. The revolt was 
sparked by a military coup in 
January 1992 halting Algeria’s 
first multi-party parliamentary 
elections, which a fun- 
damentalist party was winning. 

IMeanwhile, the unlimited 
strike launched Tuesday by 
employees of the state-run cen- 



Yeltsin returns 
to Kremlin 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin. made 
his first public appearance hete 
in a week Tuesday, meeting 
President Askar Akayev- of; 
Kyrgyzstan who is on an offi. 
dal visit. They discussed, tfc 
situation of Russians in Kyjv , 
gyzstan and bilateral econosle' 
and trade relations, a stat&L 
meat from Yeltsin's office said.' 
Mr. Yeltsin, officially unwell 
with a cold, virtually dp. 
appeared from view on Feb.T 
when be got back from a brief 
stay in Georgia. He has beor 
staying at Zavidovo- ; 30_ 
kilometres (50 miles) from the 
capital, and emerged only on 
Feb. 15 to discuss the Bcmuan 
crisis with British Prime Minis- . 
ter John Major. 


Rome hospital 
probed over illegal 
traffic of corneas 


ROME (AFP) — Police inves- 
tigating a Rome hospital . sus- 
pected of illegally traffickingin 
corneas have exhumed the 
bodies of four people whose 
eyes were removed and re- 
placed with glass eyes, officials 
said here Tuesday. The judge 
handling the investigation, Ste- 
fano Meschini, ordered that 
the bodies be exhumed Mon- 
day after employees at the San 
Gumbo Hospital revealed the 
illegal cornea traffic. Officials 
said a preliminary examination 
of die victims shewed that their 
corneas had been surgically re- 
moved but hospital records do 
not indicate that such opera- 
tions were performed. Investi- 
gators are trying to determine 
where the glass eyes were 
manufactured and whether the 
hospital purchased them. 
Some of those targeted by the 
investigation include the head 
of the opthamology depart- 
ment at San Camillo, Giancar- 
lo Falcmelli, his assistant Gre- 
gorio Barogi, the head of the 
Anatomical Department 
Giovanni Mastioti and a tech- 
nical official, Giancarlo Mauri- 

23. 


1st woman 
qualifies as pilot 
tiff navy ships 


NORFOLK, Virginia (AFP) 
— Lieutenant Shannon Work- 
man has qualified as the navy’s 
first woman to pilot fighter jets 
from aircraft carries, navy offi- 
cials said. Lt. Workman, 26, 
took her qualifying flight 
Saturday aboard the Norfolk- 
based carrier Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. She was the only 
woman among 73 aviators to 
qualify for carrier operations 
last week. “It was a great 
feeling to finally be done,” Lt. 
Workman said after the 
history-making flight. The 
Eisenhower is also due to re- 
ceive its first women crew 
members beginning in March, 
a navy spokesman said. An 
estimated 500 women will take 
theiT place among the 
Eisenhower’s 6,000-member 
crew this year, according to a 
law passed last year allowing 
women aboard combat ships 
and aircraft. Two other U.S. 
aircraft carriers will also take 
on women crew members this 
year, the spokesman said. For 
more than 15 years, women 
had only been allowed to serve 
on navy supply and fuel ships,' 
and were excluded from ships 
and aircraft designed for com- 
bat. 


U.K. gays pledge 
more protests 
after consent vote 


(Continued on page 5) 


LONDON (R) — Enraged gay 
activists who tried to storm 
parliament after British law- 
makers rejected a bid to re- 
duce the age of consent for 
homosexual men from 21 to. 16 
warned Tuesday of more ‘*big 
and angry protests." They 
pledged to keep up the fight 
for equality with heterosexuals 
and lesbians and promised to 
take their case to the European 
court of human rights. “Demo* 
cracy is not a license to perse- 
cute minorities,’’ gay activist 
Peter Tatchell said after pariia- 
roent narrowly rejected legalis* 
ing sex between homosexual 
men at the age of 16 and voted 
overwhelmingly to opt for 18 
as a compromise. Police bad.to 
slam shut the big oak doors of 
parliament after 6,000 demon- 
strators holding a vigil outside 
shouted “scum” and “shame 
on you" and .some tried .to 
climb the building. Lawmakers 
were trapped inside as the pro- 
testers yelled “bum it down” 
and hailed bottles mid placards 
at the door. Three men were 
arrested and a police officer 
injured in the fracas. 
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